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Incontinency condemn'd, and the Beauty of Chaſtity 
illuſtrated. Proper Advice for the Ladies to beware 
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Praiſe of W OMEN: 


O. R, A 


Looking-glaſs for Ladies 
JI 0 ſee their PERFECT IONsð in; 
S HE WING 


How they have behav'd in all AGES. 


Our modern Ladies prov'd no leſs Virtuous and Induftriou® 
than thoſe in King Solomon's Time; thoſe in London no leſ® 
ſo than thoſe in the Country: Several Obſervations of thei” 
Virtues ſurpaſſing that of Mens; their Dreſs commended» 
the Uſe of the Tea-T able vindicated; Remarks upon 
Muſic, and Dancing, and other Recreations fit for Ladies ; ; 
Exhortations to the Knowledge of one's ſelf; Drunken- _ 
neſs and Sloth corrected, Incontinency condemn'd, and 
the Beauty of Chaſtity lluftrares; proper Advice for La- 

dies to beware of Fortune Hucters3 Exhortations to kee 
good Company, and Cautions to refrain bad; alſo Ob- 
ſervations and Reflections in Defence of the fair Sex, againſt 
baſe and ſatyrical Authors, proving them Erroneous and 
Diabolical ;;, the whole being a Compoſition of Wit, Humour, 
and Morality, Sec. Fit to be perus'd by all the Curious and 
Ingenious, Sc. eſpecially the Ladies. 
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af Dedications of Boo . - 


ta SM 10 83 be an  unpar- 
donable preſum ption 5 but 


Perſons of the greateſt Merit, 


are now: become as necef lary 
as thoſe. Temples of old 


were thought proper to the 


Deities for Protection ; and 
ſince Ladies of the higheſt 
Rank, and moſt inexpreſſible 


Worth, are become the beſt 


Protectors of Innocence, x 


the; heartieſt Encourag gers of 


Learning, the readieſt Promo» 
| | ter 


DE DICATION. iii 


ters of Induſtry, and the 
friendlieft inditators of Truth, 
Juſtice, Virtue, andReligion, 
or any Thing. elſe that is com- 
mendable and Praiſe-worthy, I 
think I ſhould do In juſtice both 
to your Ladyſhip and my Sub- 
jeet, were Ito omit (withhum- 
ble Submiſſion) the begging 
Leave to lay it at your Ho- 
nour's Feet, and to court the 


ſafeſt 1 Hum o of Relief upon 


3.3 


ſo preiling : an Occalion. 
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iv Derprcartrion. 
22 Miihe 
Vour moſt excellent Vir- 
tues demand the ſole Dedica- 
tion thereof as a Debt moſt 
highly due to your Ladyſhip's 


„ 


' own great Merit, and magni- 


feënt Character: For, as it 


18 an Ech in Praiſe of vir- 
YHous Momen, where could 1 
ltd 4 greater or better Pa- 
otroneſs for it, than your La- 
dyſpip, who is ſo great a Pat- 
tern of it. And as I have 
| made it appear, : that there 
* 3 


Us 


2 
— 


Families, your Lady 
{till the Pre- eminence, and, 0 
ne deſerves the | 3 


DED IC ATION. Yy 


are not wanting many Daugh- 
ters that have done, and ſtill 


do virtuouſly, where ſhall 1 
ſeek for Sanctuary, but of one 
who ex cels them all? 
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i hs may venture to 
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ſay, of all the modern La- 


dies, that have done wor- 


thily, or mightily advanc'd 


Welfare of their happy 
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mendation of this Mirror of 
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Good Manners, Modeſty, and 
all other Virtues, both * 


and religious 


And, to ſay nothing of the 


memorable Glories of your 


Anceſtors, the Renown of 
your Family, and the N oble⸗ 
neſs of your: Extraction, to- 

gether with the moſt rethavk 
able Bleflings of your Birth, as 
well as the Sublimity of your 
Education, who can a % 
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ſufficiently: to prai iſe pour 
well ſpent Life? Vour Pi- 
ety, Religion, and Devotion 
both in Pablick and Private, 
appears ſo conſpicuous in the 
Eye: : of the World, that it 
| renders you far more 


Creatures, or above the groſs 


C. ments of N _ 


The World pure 11906 
that your Qualifications both 


5 hy EN and Mind, are inex- 
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than the reſt of your Fellow 
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VIII DDI cATTON. 


preſſibly Agreeable, inſupe- 


rably Graceful, and incom- 
paratively Good; inſomuch, 
that they have aſtoniſhed all 
your charmꝰ d Beholders into 
an univerſal Admiration and 
Eſteem? Who then can pre- 
tend to make Encomiums 


ſuitable to your ſingular En- 
dowments, whether Natural 

or Acquired ? Shou d I add 
to this * Chaſtity, a y 
that your Charity; and to 


_ 3 Meekneſs, Hu- 
, 


to 


N 
% 
— 


DepicaTioONn ix 


mility, and Lowlineſs ef 
Mind, together! with ycur ex- 
N empla V Prudence, Conduct, 
and Diſcretion; and / to ſay 
noth ing of your Beauty; were 
Ito add to your former Vir- 
tues, your WI m and Ho- 
lineſs, drr Good- 
neſs, as well as thoſe your 
other Graces and Virtues, 
which are ſo illuſtriouſſy vi- 
ſible, that they outſnine the 
| moſt ſparkling Diamonds, 
and, with a. moſt ſoprizing 
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X DxDrevTION. 
Splendor, burſt thro' thethick- 
eſt and darkeſt Clouds of Adver- 
ſity, Affliction, or Oppreſſion. 
In a Word, could I but bare- 
ly innumerate your almoſt 
divine Attributes, it would 
not only ſwell my Dedication 
into a Lolume, but alſo render 
the Eulogium a Diminut tion 


of 1955 ee 


Madam, You inrich the 
very Cloaths and Jewels you 


wear You brighten all the 
_ Hemiſ- 


DEDICATT OW. * 


Hemiſphere about yon like 
the dazling Sun in its full 
Meridian! Your inter- 
nal Beauties ſhine through 
your Apparel, and illuſtrate 
the e terne Ornaments, or 
3 1 b "Feſt 
Dreſs, to Ny R n!'Y 
Virtue recommends 8 
to the World, and Religion 
it ſelf ; is honour'd by your 


our 


Virtues! Your pious Ex am- 
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and who, can but praiſe yo 
for your Converſation? .., 
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Mf noble and incomparable 
_ Lady! have nothing more to 
ay, but ſincerely to wiſh, — 
this l rea tiſe which I moſt hu 

bly offer, to your. MN 
were me ritorious enou gh ta 


by. 1-2 


deſerye it ; but 3 that 


K 03} 


cannot 1 yet + hope it 


will ſo far avail, as to pub- 


Iifh the bntigtied Regard of 
i m \ who, with the humbleſt 


Sub- 


DepicarioN. ili 


Submiſſion, hi gheſt Honour, 


and profoundeſt Congratulgy 


tion of Joy,” am, #23 Fn = & 


p2 CAN 
"MEI as. 21113 
3 ” ; 


| Town ** tip "I 
Moſt Obedient, ; 


Moſt F aithful, : 


and wol Humble Servant, 


Theobald's 88 in Weo- 
bald's Road, Red-Lyon 
Square, Landon, Der. 
23. 1732. N 
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this Work. 
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| Beveridge, Dr. . 
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PREFACE 


"PO THE 


READER 


| Jorwirhſfanding the long Cuſ- 
tom of Prefaces, I find ſe- 
e veral modern Authors, who 
ben to write them with 
Rede 3 but fince they own them 
zo be faſhionable, I have the leſs Reaſon 
to omit the Uſe of them: and particu- - 
larly when I conſider that] write to faſh- 
Jona Ladies, aubom ] have not debarr'd, 
nor do I deſire to debar them, from any 
thing in Faſhion, Sin only excepted. 
And fm mce my Book "2 juſtly be called, 


The 
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i The PREFACE 


The Ladies Loo king-Glaſs, what a ſad 
Sight would it be, if it ſhould be put in 
an old-faſtion'd Frame? Would not this 
deem the Glaſs imperfect, and render it 


unfit for a Lady's Uſe ? For how can 


Perfection be ſeen in an imperfect Glaſs? 
The Eſteem for the Fair has almoſt con- 


flrained me to write in their Behalf ; and 


when I conſider them in all Sta- 
tions of Life, and ſee their wonderful | 


Induſtry, their ſurprixing Frugality, 


their . ſingular Temperance and Chat- 


tity, their incorrupt Juſtice, their bound- 
leſs Charity, their polite Education, 
and their Zeal for our holy Religion; I 
ſay, when I conſider them in all theſe 
Reſpects, on which Account I fad my 
ſelf unable to poliſh my Glaſs enough, or 
to render its Tranſparency ſufficient to 
illuſtrate their Praiſe; why ſpould I 
grudge, or rather why ſhould I not uſe 
my utmoſt Endeavour, ſo to embelli;h my 


Frame, as to engage the Fair to look in- 
fo my Glaſs ? - 


I have 


to the READER) ill 


hae not Saupe hive to heh 
fine 7 hings, as ſome Authors hare done; 
ſuch as Coral, Pearl, Alabaſter, 3 
the like ; for what are all theſe, though 
newer ſo well lewigated, when compared 
with a fine Woman? Alas, they are 
good for nothing, till the Apothecary | 
has beat them in his Mortar, and pre- 
pared them by other Pharmacophycal 
Diſcipline : 5 they are fit for the Uſe 
of Ladies, but not at all to be compared 
to them. Hath not the Charms of Woman 
laid the ſtouteſt Champions at her Feet? 
And how abſurd would it be, to compare 
Her to any thing below her? Doth not 
the ſnowy Whiteneſs of her Breaſt 
make the Lillies die with Paleneſs, and 
the Roles bluſh into an unwonted 
Redneſs at the Sight of her, and die 
with Deſire to the. 6 the Beauty of 
her Cheeks ; for the Colour of which I 
have not found a Name ? And how 
_ blameable are thoſe, who compare her 
Eyes to Diamonds, when there is more 
. in a Lady s little Finger, than 
8 "EE | z he 


The PREFACE. 

i fmef Diamond Ring that ever was 
made by the moſt curious Artificer. And 
though IT ſhould compare her to the Gold 
of 8 hir, the Topaz of Athiopia, and 
all other terreſtial Things, it would be ſo 
far from redounding to her Praiſe „that 
it would only tarniſh and * it. 


To what then Gall I compare her, or 
ewhat Name ſhall I give her? I will 
call her Woman, becauſe Adam gave 
her that Name; and becauſe our Sav10UR 
who knew beſt her Deſerts, moſt frequently 
called her =g And, indeed, under this Name 
is couched far more, than all the Alle- 
gorical Expreſſions, in relation to earthly 
Things, can contain. What then ſhall, I. 
compare her to, as I ſaid before? Why, 
nothing on this Side Heaven: and the. 
Deſire I have of her future Happineſs, 
i. has engaged me to chalk out the Way, 
My 1 and — it as plain, as it is in my 
| Power; as foe will ſee. in the Joe 
ing Diſcour] 2. 


And 


2 . KK ⁵— WO IE I 3-45 n — 


to the READER: 


And leſt ſhe ſhould, by the Weakneſs 

of her N ature, faint in her Road, I haue 

allowed her all the Refreſhment, the Coun- 
tries ſhe travels through, will afford 
her. If ſhe works hard for her. Bread, 
let her eat the beft Meat to her liking; 
and for the ſupport of her Spirits, let 
her drink what ſhe pleaſes in Modera- 
tion. Tf ſhe is a fine Lady, I have gi- 
ven her Incouragement to live up to her 
Birth and Fortune, and to follow the Fa- 
ſbions in every Thing, except that of Sin. 
And, to render her Journey ſtill more 
plea fant to her, I have recommended to 

her Choice that innocent and harmo- 

nious Recreation of Mulick ; and, left 
that ſhould want ſomething fo keep ae. 
Time to it, ſhe may, if ſhe pleaſes tate 1 
a Dance for that End. 


1 would by no Means have her leave © 
. off the Uſe of the Tea- table; nor do I 
ſee why ſhe ſhould be barrel of Rings 
and jewels: Kings Daughters (if we 
will believe the Royal Pſalmift) had 
— ol 3 1 


vi The PREFACE 


their Cloathing all of wrought Gold; 
or rather Gold it ſelf, wrought wich 
divers Colours, 


Theſe Things conſider d, what * 
25s it to find Fault with a Lady Ss Bro- 
caded Gown ? And, as for ee 
their Hair (which a late Author makes 
mention of) I think he had better let 
that alone: for I am aſhamed to ſee, 
and much more to own, what Apes 
Men make of their Heads. Had they 
not better have a good warm Peruke, 
o keep in their Brains, if they have 
any, than comb all 3 Lait on 10 
the Top of their Head, like M ollies, 
or I do not know what to call them x ? 
Put , perhaps, they are diſorder d in their 
Heads ; why then, Jet them Blecd, and 
Bliſter, and inſtead of ſpirituous Li- 
quors, let them drink purging Potions, 
and take Cephalick Drops, with ork 
Juleps, and drink no Wine without a 
double Quantity of Water in it; and 
let them not come abroad again, till they 
can bee themſel ves. . like Men, 


But 


But I am aſhamed to ſay any more, 
as being a Man myſelf : I therefore 
return to the Ladies, and wiſh them all 


à good Journey, and ſafe Arrival ar 


the Place before-mention'd. And here 
let me beg Leave to recommend to them 
the Peruſal of this Book; to look into 
this Glals ; where they may ſee the 
Beauty of their Souls, with as full 
Idea's, as. 1 have here deſcribed that of 


their Bodies; not doubting but they will. 


find ſuitable Meditations both for their 
temporal and. ſpiritual Welfare. 


I know I ſhall ' have many Criticks 
upon this my Undertaking ; that 
Men almoſt of all Ranks and Degrees, 
will either condemn or commend me : 


Some will ſay, J had better minded my 


Patients; others, that ] had better wrote 
upon Phyſick, if I muſt have been 
Scribbling 3 and others, that my Sub- 
ject is well enough, had it but been well 
handled : The laſt of which, I hope moſt 
of my Readers will allow, and I muſs 
84 


to the READER. vii 
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vn The PREFACE 
oun my Deficiency in Praiſing ſo ſub- 
lime a Creature, as I have made the 
Subject of my Treatiſe. 2 


Jie impoſſible to extol a wirtuous 
Woman to perſeclion: She requires the 
loudeſt Harangues of Eloquence ; he. 
demands the loftieſt Flights of Art and 
Nature, as well as juſtly deſerves the 
moſt florid Encomiums of Human Rhe- 
torick, rſs 


1 en: „ . 2 
3 — ” 0 4 


A virtuous Woman is the moſt walu- 
able and ineſtimable of all terreſtrial Bee 
ings ; and for her better Diſtin&ion ſhe 
ought to wear a Crown of Laurel : But 
fill tis impoſſible ſve ſhould be ſufficiently 
recommended, in the moſt illuſtrious Cha- 
| | racters, to the Eſteem, Rewerence, and 
11 Admiration of the World. 


| 

(| 
| 
Jl || 
J | 


And whoſoever are the Authors of 
Satyrs againſt her, they alt the Part of 
Antipodes 20 Human Reaſon 5 and tis 
little leſs than a Piece of Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt ber unþlemiſ#'d Virtue z and is 


fe 


to the READER:. 
fo far from _ her Harm, that it ra- 
Ther redounds to her eflabliſh'd Character. 
Moſt of her Antagoniſts have wrote a. 
gainſt Virtue it ſe 7 and no wonder © 
if they cavil again thoſe in whom it | 


is moſt conſpicuous, 


As for my own Part, nothing is 
more certain, than I ſhall be roaſted by 
divers Sorts of Men. The Drunkard 
will call me Fool, Milk-ſop, ſoft, ef- 
| feminate Puppy, and I know not what, 
The Marriage-haters will ſay, I know 
not the World ſo well as they; And 
the Endorſers, who ought to be burnt © 
at a Stake, will wiſh me hang d in Chains. 
Nay, the Fool, who hath ſaid in his 
Heart, there is no God, will wifp 


there were a Devil to puniſh and tor- 
ment me. 


Thus 1am Arraigned, Convitted, and 
Condenm'd, becauſe I have taken upon me 
to ſay ſomething in the Praiſe of thoſe, 
who are the beſt ProteQors of Innocence, 
the readieſt Promaters-of Induſtry, the 

6 friend. 


* The PREFACE 
friendlieſt Vindicators of Virtue, and 


the moſt faithful * of Reli- 
gion. 


But however guilty Conſciences, 
Which always accule themſelves, may 
judge me, they will find the following Diſ- 
courſe an impartial Mixture, or an ex- 
att Compoſition of the Virtues and Vices 


of People, as well in Praiſe of the Good, 


according to their Merits, as in Diſ- 


1} praiſe of the Bad, according to their De- 
merits among both Sexes; and in ſome 
Meaſure ] hope it will have its defired 
Effect, ſo far as to oblige the one, 7 
not to reform ' the other : the laft of 
which I could heartily wiſh, and hope 
the candid Reader will plainly percerve, 
that 1 have ſaid nothing immodeſt, or 
immoderate, much leſs of Party-Ma- 
lice; that I have advanced no New 
Doctrine, whereby I may either offend 
Male or Female; where either the Holy 
Scripture is not reckon'd contrary to 
their Behaviour, or their Behaviour 
contrary to the Holy Scripture. And 
| ES „ t here- 


to the READER. i 
therefore, without troubling my Reader 
with any more Prefacing, this Book con- 
tains the Character of all Virtue, but 

more particularly that of a virtuous Wo- 

man; and they who beſt deſerve it, will 
doubtleſs be the beſt pleaſed with it. 


a +> 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE OTE 
CREATION. 


As any Thing is the better, 
dhe liker it is the beſt, ſo 
every Thing ſhould be 
eſteemed, that is moſt 
worthy the Obſervation of the molt 
Infallible. Who is the moſt Infalli- 
ble, there needs not many Words to 
prove; Why, it is the only true Gop, 
He, and he only is Infallible, who 
made every living Creature by the 
„„ = 
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Word of his Mouth. And after he had 

conſulted with the other Perſons in the 
Trinity about the making Man more par- 
ticularly than the other Creatures, he 
ſeems ſtill more concern'd in making 
this fine Creature, Woman : He caules 


a deep Sleep to fall upon Adam; he | 


takes one of his Ribs, cloſes the Fleſh 
inſtead thereof; and the Rib which the 
Lord God had taken from Man, made 
he a Woman, and brought her unto the 
Man, Gen. 11. 21, 22. 


Obſerve here the Pains our Great 
Creator takes in perfecting this No- 
ble Creature. Whether his Power 
could not compleat ſo excellent a 
Work, with a Word of his Mouth, as 
eaſily as he did the inferior Part of 
the Creation, far be it from me to diſ- 
3 or imagine; but rather believe 
he choſe to ſhew us an Example that 
might render her more worthy our 
Obſervation and Adoration. And 
what is more reaſonable, than that we 
ſhould ſupport and adore a Being, 
= EL 


EW}; 
whom the Being of all Beings has 
given us for a Bleſſing? And ſince 
he ſcem'd ſo particularly concern d in 
creating her, doth not this plainly de- 
monſtrate her worthy our Praiſe > _ 


But what am T, that I ſhould take 
upon me to ſet forth the Praiſes of fo 
ſublime a Creature; wherein we muſt 
acknowledge the Inſufficiency of - Hu- 
man Rhetorick it {elf ; and which de- 
ſerves more florid Encomiums than 
the molt Eloquent Orator can fancy, 
or imagine ſo much as a full Idea of. 
Nay, ſo many and great are the Per- 
fections and Endowments of a wir- 
tuous Woman, that a Man might write 
all his whole Life in her Praiſe, and, 
after all, leave Room for more Sup- 
plements on the ſame Occaſzon. What 
a Shame is it then to find ſo many 
who ought to be her Encomieſis, de- 
mean themſelves ſo, as unreaſonably 
to write ſuch nonſenſical Satyrs againſt 
her. We are not deſtitute either of the 
moſt honeſt, . virtuous, or honourable. 


Y os 
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Woman. Doth not the Royal Fa- 
mily abound with the moſt illuſtrious 


Examples of this Kind 2 Are there 
not many excellent Perſons of Nobi- 
lity and Quality, of the greateſt Diſ- 


tinction among the Fair > Do we 


_ want the devouteſt Ladies of great In- 


tegrity and Religion, any more than 
thoſe of Noble Extraction? May we 
not find many deſerving Maids of 


Honour, endow'd with no ſmall Share 


of Chaſtity > Doth not the World 


produce many an indulgent Mother, 
of the greateſt Affection and Ten- 


derneſs to their Children? Can any 


— — 


one Number the many indearing Wives 
of the moſt dutiful Inclinations to- 


wards their Husbands? Is it yo 


to compute the Multitude of obedi- . 
ent Daughters to their tender Parents? 


Theſe Things conſider d, may we not 
reaſonably conclude, that they live up 
to the moſt laudable Characters of 
Grace and Virtue, as well as Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom, in their ſeveral _— 
x whe- 
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Whether in a ſingle or conjugal State, 
do they not behave well in the Choice 
or Treatment of their reſpective Spou- 
ſes 2 May they not be ſuppoſed to 
have agted the Parts of induſtrious 
Daughters, by their commendable . 
Houſewifery; and the good Conduct » 
of their domeſtick Employments, in 
their ſeveral Vocations as well as civil 
Concerns of Humanity, or Stations 
of conjugal Life. 


Now, what ſhall I ſay more, or how 
dare I pretend to make Compariſons 
with a virtuous Woman? Alas} all 
that J can ſay, will but leſſen her Cha- 
rater, diminiſh her Worth, or de- 
preciate her ineſtimable Value, as well 
as extenuate her Dignity. Great Care 
ought to be taken of ſullying the 
Glory where the Sun is the Theme; 
and precious Jewels are not to be 
mingled with Pebble Stones, for fear 
of lowering their Sublimity. We may 
think it a Bleſſing that we are allow d 
to Admire what is ſo far above our 
"bo Reach; 
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Reach; and inſtead of writing Satires 
againſt her, praiſe her wonderful Wiſs 
dom in all her Offices, either of Hu- 
manity, Morality, Divinity, or Religion, 
Secular Society, or ſacred Congmunity, 
Can any Thing then be more reaſon- 
able, than to acknowledge her exter- 
nal Imbelliſhments which appear with 
Luſtre, unleſs it be the Duty we owe 
to her more refin' d internal Beauties 


and Perfections? 


What is to be done in this Caſe? 
and how ſhall I be able to make good 
my Task, when all the Inventions of 
an eloquent Tongue cannot find Words 
to expreſs a thouſandth Part of her 
Beauties and Virtues? Why, give her 
the 'Fruit of her Hands, and let her on 
Works praiſe her in the Gates, Prov. xxxi. 
31. This was the Concluſion of King 
Lemuel's Leſſon, and this is the Be- 
ginning of my Task. | 


* 


And 


= 


4 
And that I may diſcharge myſelf 
in Characters becoming this excellent 
Creature, as far as lies in my Power, 
I ſhall, | | 5 
Secondly, Her Frugality. 
Thirdly, Her Chaſtity. 
Fourthly, Her Temperance, 
Fifthly, Her Charity, 
Sixthly, Her Juſtice. 
Seventhly, 'Her Education. : 
Eighthly, Her Religion. And, 
Ninthly, Her Marriage. 4 
6 . | 
| q 
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CHAP. 1. 


Of ber INDuSs TRY. 


SOETONSIDER we her In- 
ik dufiry : And herein let us 
=9 oblcrve her daily Employ- 
ment, and how unaccountably dili- 
gent ſhe is in the Operation of her 
Hands; and that ſhe may not want 
to employ herſelf or Servants, in ſuch 
Exerciſes as may conduce to her pri- 
vate Intereſt, or publick Advantage, 
She feeks Wool and Fax, and worketh | 
willingly with her own Hands, Prov. 
xxxi. 13. Such is her Induſtry, ſo 
great is her Deſire for juſt Gain, and 
ſo ſolicitous in her, Purfuits for the 
Good and Welfare of her Family; ſhe 
ſticks at no Domeſtick Employment 
that may conduce to their Intereſt, or 
Service : Thus ſhe cards, ſpins, or 
| 1 | knits; 


e 
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knits; and what ſhe cannot do her- 
ſelf, ſhe ſets others to do, and never 
fails to give them Encouragement, a- 
dapting every one ſhe employs, to the 
Buſineſs they can beſt perform. 


Thus ſhe has Cloth. made, both 
Woollen and Linen, which ſerves for 
the Uſe of her Husband, herſelf, Chil- 


dren, or Servants; never thinking her 


= Time well ſpent, but when ſhe is 


purſuing ſuch laborious Performance, 
which © conſequently muſt produce 
much Profit ro her Family, and ren- 
der herſe]f worthy of the greateſt 
Praiſe. She not only ſets her Servants 
ro Work, bur alſo lends her own 


Helping-hand. She does not bind © 


heavy Burdens, too grievous to be borne, 
and lay them on the Shoulders of others: 
Nor & them to Work purely to ſhew 
her Authority over them; nor with 
the Ægyptian Task-maſters, oblige 
them to make Brick without Straw. 
No, ſhe puts them to that Work which 
is much more condueing to their 

1 Health, 
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the Help of her induſtrious Han 
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Health, than Sloth and Idleneſs would 


be. 


Thus ſhe ſets one to card, another 
to ſpin, a third to knit, a fourth to 
work with her Needle, Gg. And that 
they may not want to be incouraged 
in theſe commendable Employments, 
nor give them room to believe ſhe 
does all this to exerciſe her Power over 


— 


them, bur rather for their own Good; 


and to ſhew them an Example of In- 
duſtry, as a Mark of her Favour, ſhe, 
like a good Miſtreſs, fits down among 
them, as I obſerv'd before, and hai 
her Helping-hand ; and neither deſpi- 
ſes the Diſtaff, the Needle, the foul 
Linen, or any thing elſe n 


* 
. 


Such a Doctrine as this may ſeem 
very ſtrange ; and tis altogether uſe- | 
leſs to our Tradeſmens Wives in and 
about London ; for certain it is, we 
have many an induſtrious Woman, 
who has been brought up by Mothers 

| 1 no 
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no leſs ſo than themſelves, and yet 
was never learned to knit, or Spin, or 
make Cloth of any Kind: But tho 
they are Strangers to this Sort of 
Houſewifery, yet are they not ſo to 
all others; for we have many a good 
deſerving Houſewife in all Ranks and 
Degrees, even from the Court to the 
Cottage. And not to trouble the Ladies 
of Figure and Diſtinction, with too much 
of this domeſtick Anxiety, ſince For- 
tune has been ſo liberal as to provide 
for them without it; and the only 
Weight they have upon them, is, to 
take care to provide themſelves Ser- 
vants endow'd with ſuch Qualifica- 
tions as I have, or hereafter ſhall de- 
ſcribe. I ſay, not to lay thoſe Loads 
upon them whom the Divine Provi- 
dence has ſo plentifully provided for ; 
and it would look more Fee Vice than 
Virtue in them, to dive into thoſe Arts, 
which ſeem to be only applicable to 
thoſe whoſe Circumſtances more im- 
mediately require it. 


C 4 1 
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I fay, to clear all thoſe who are not 
at all concern'd with this laborious 
Induſtry, or, at leaſt, no more than 
they themſelves think fir, let us con- 
ſider the Induſtry of others, whoſe 
Circumſtances more immediately call 


for their Aid and Aſſiſtance. 


— ——— — by — 
— — — — hn \ 2 = — — 
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Bur here I muſt beg Purdlon of the 
Fair Sex, for my Deficiency, and hope 
my Good-will, conſider d with their 
Good Humours, may atone for my 
Impotency in ſo great an Undertaking. 
Though theſe Branches of Indufiry, 
are peculiarly belonging to thoſe ex- 
cluſive of the Bills of Mortality, yet 
are not our Women leſs ſo, whether 
ſingle, or married: For how many 
fingle Namen have we in London, who 
maintain themſelves merely by their 

_ own honeſt Endeavours; and either 
by Plain-work, Quilting, Clear ſtarch- 
ing, working for the Upholſlerers, and 
many other juſt Employments, for the 
Deſire they have to live up to the 


End of their Creation; appears no 
1 


INDUSTRY... 26 
leſs Induſtrious than thoſe diſtant from 
it. Do we not find them admirable 
in their Cooking, nice in keeping their 
Chambers clean, as well as ambitious 
in appearing ſo themſelves ; and very 
often fo circumſpect in their Duty, 
that there is ſcarce any Uncleannels 
about them either in Body or Mind. 
They quickly waſh away ll Slurriſh- 
neſs and Impurities, as well as exert 


their Faculties of 2, . gli, 
Order, and Decency. 


Such ix adi gil Inclinations, 
that it excites a Willingneſs in their 
Minds, to undertake any Employment 
to render themſelves prudent Women 
in the Eye of the Work. 


Neither is the winds: Woman leſs 
induſtrious, if we look into the many 
Offices which conſequently fall upon 
them in the managing of their Fami- 
lies : For, no ſooner has ſhe undergone 
the Hardſhip of loſing her Virginity, 
dan ſhe finds exquiſite Pains in her 

5 Head, 
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Head, occaſion d by the Suppreſſion of 
her Menſtrous Purgations. Neither is 
this all, for the Time of her Breeding, 
which is at leaſt Nine Months Sickneſs, 
ſhe, is inclin'd to Nau ſcouſneſs of the 
Stomach, Pains of the Back, Reins,: and 
Hips; violent Swellings of the Legs; 
and many other Diſeaſes, which ren- 
der this tender Creature capable of lit- 
tle more than to grapple with her 
Diſtemper. And yer, for all this, ſhe 
has a great deal of Buſineſs upon her 
Hands, which the anmarried Nomen, 
as well as the married Men, little con- 


ſider. 


Perhaps ſhe has never a Servant, 
and then in ceurſe ſhe has a Room to 
clean, if not two or more. She has 
allo her Husband's Linen to make and 
mend. And if ſhe doth not waſh it her- 
ſelf, by reaſon of her Indiſpoſition, 
or lack of Strength, the Waſherwoman 
is fure to make her Work that will 
take up as much Time as the Waſhing 
n | 

RH But 
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But ſuppoſe ſhe = a AM or 
more, why, if ſhe is nice in her Houſ- 
hold Affairs, ſhe ſpends a great deal 
of Time in following them about; 
for Servants, you know, are not almays 
to be truſted. The more Servants ſhe 
has, the more Care lies upon her Head. 
And how unable ſhe is, at this Time, 

to undergo ir, i plain, I think, from 
the Obſervations I made of the Nine 


Months Sickneſs, which b uſually rnd 
ber. 4 


If all chis Buſineſs and Fatigue falls 
in her Way, at her firſt ſetting out, 
what then will come upon her when 
her Family increaſes? if here is ſo much 
to employ her, when the firſt Child 
is breeding, mult there not be much 
more when, perhaps, ſhe has one in her 
Lap, one at her Foor, and another i in 
her Belly? In ſuch Caſes as theſe, 
there's a great deal of Occaſion for 
her Induflry; but the narrowaeſs of 
her Cicumlances, either occalion'd 


through 
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through her Husband's Misfortunes, 
or Extravapancies, often puts it out 
of her Power to ſhew it. 


Conſider we then the Induſtry of 
thoſe in better Circumſtances, and ſee 


how they diſcharge themſelves, and I 


doubt not but we ſhall find a great 


many worthy our Obſervation and 


Praiſe; for ſure I am, many a Shop- 
keeper, and others, in and about Lon- 
don, might long ago have ſhut up their 
Shops and Houſes, was it not for the 
Managemement of their Wives, when 
all the Shop- buſineſs muſt often lie 
upon their Hands, becauſe you muſt 
know the Husband pretends to be out 
upon Buſineſs. Yes, and fo he is; but 
was the Truth to be known, he is 
either at the Tavern, _— his Noſe, 


or, perhaps, gaming his Wite's Fortune 
away, if not in the Hundreds of Drury. 


And what makes it ſtill worſe on 
the Woman's Side, is, that the Huſ- 
band coming Home about Tra- time, 


which 
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which he continues to do, if his Di- 
verſions detain him not late; when 
finding his Wife (who has been fati- 
gued the greateſt Part of the Day from 
the Shop to her Kitchen) regaling her- 
ſelf with her Five-Farthing Banquet, 
which is Half a Quarter of an Ounce 
of Tea, and ſometimes Sugar, and ſome- 
times none. O rare Shop- keeping 
(ſays he) I ſee I muſt never go out at 
this Rate; for what I ſave by going 
Abroad, I am ſure to ſee it confounded 
at Home, by the N egligence of my Wife. 


And poſlibly here he is in the 
Right; for as ſhe has ſpent Five- 
Erthings, who knows but he has ſpent 
as many, if not more Pounds? If 
he has no more Pleaſures to purſue, 
perhaps, he may ſtay at Home the 
Evening; but then tis a Wonder if 
he is not as croſs as the Dewil, and 
the Loſs of his Maney can make him: 
And what Atonement he is likely to 
make in Bed for his ill Behaviour, is 

ſcarce worthy any one's Obſexvation. 
EE i Bur 
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But notwithſtanding all this, his de- 
ceived innocent Wife goes on in her 
Dury. of managing her Houſe with 


the greateſt Care and Induſtry. She 


conliders, with the Ancient Philoſophers, 


as well as Modern Divines, that Tdle- 


neſs is the greateſt Enemy to Virtue ; 


and fo conſequently the greater Inlet 


for Vice; for, as Cicero ſays, They that 
do nothing, learn to do Ill. 


The Deſire ſhe has to do well; 
makes her baniſh all Sloth, which ſhe 
well knows is the greateſt Slavery of 
the Soul, lulling it into ſuch a lazy 
Lethargy, that it ſtagnates all its Ope- 
rations, inſomuch as they appear as 
if they were all aſleep, or fallen into 
a Fit, or even dead with Drowſineſs: 
the Senſes are benummed, the Underſtands 


ing ſlupified, the Will depraved, drawn 


into Bondage, or driven into Captivity, 
' with no more Freedom left than a life- 


leſs Lump, or a breathleſs Carcaſs. 


She 
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She conſiders we were born to 
work, and that Labour was entail'd 


upon us even from the Beginning 
of the World, which ſhe never fails 
to purſue, either by her Hand or her 


Head, according as the various Cir- 


cumſtances of her Family requires. 
She knows that Nature requires us to 
work out our Temporal Support, as well 
as our Spiritual Welfare, Safety, and 
Salvation, 37-b1 


And to render a Life happy, or 
make it either uſeful, profitable, or 
even rational, Pythagoras adviſes, To 
tale Heed not to fit upon a Buſhel, That 
is, to. avoid Sloth and Lazineſs And 
his Diſciples better knew their own 
| Welfare, than to diſobey his Commands. 


_ Induſtry, ſhe knows, makes a great 
Addition to the Character of a vir- 
tuous Woman, which obliges her to 
exerciſe all her Faculties in doing Good 
to her Neighbours and Friends, as 
well 


NG . 


9 EINnDpugrasy. 

well as herſelf and Family. She is 
always caſting her watchful Eye about 
her Domeſtick Affairs; and uſes her 
Vigilance to find out ſomething of 
Profit or Advantage; not only to ex- 
erciſe her own Genius, but alſo, for the 
Good of the induſtrious Poor, whoſe 
Bread is owing to her Goodneſs, next 
ro Him who is the giver of all good 
Things. 7 


And indeed, a few ſuch Wives as 
theſe are worth more by far than a 
thouſand Times ten Thouſand Char — 
C——1ns ! Heronly and chief De- 
light is ſeriouſſy ro apply herſelf ro | 

Action and Buſineſs, which ſhe ne- 
ver fails to prove to ſome notable 
Employment, or conſiderable Gain; 
looking upon Idleneſs with Diſdain. 


She reckons it the Impertinence of 


Human Life, as well as the Root of 
all Evil; which whoſo indulge, bring 
a Curle upon themſelves, the End 
whereof is everlaſting Death. ; 
Pry "” Bw 
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Heſiod places Sweat before Virtue, 
and bids the Husbandman make his 
Vows to Jupiter and Cicero, with his 
Hand upon the Plough-Tail, if he 
expects any Profit, or plentiful Har- 
velt by it; which if he fails to do, 
his Deſtiny is to be read in the 24th 
Chapter, the zoth and iſt Verſes of 
the Proverbs; I paſſed by the Held of 
| the Slothful, and went by the Vineyard 
of the Man void of Underſtanding; and 
lo it was all grown over with Thorns, 
and Nettles had cover'd the Face there- 
| of, and the Stone wall thereof was bro- 
ken down, *© Negligences produces 
nothing but Barrenneſs, and the 
© want of common Neceſſaries of 
Life. And how can he hope for 
any that will take no Pains 2 Tdle- 
| neſs will certainly bring the Indulgers 
thereof to extream Poverty. No 
Man of Spirit, one wou'd think, could 
ever ſubmit to it. Eeggars, indeed, 
make it their Trade, and get their 
Bread thereby, tho' they very ill de- 


-D ſerve 
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ſerve it, nor any other Livelihood 


better than the Work-houſe has provi- 
ded for them. ” 


Sloth is pernicious both to Body 
and Soul. A Life of Reſt, Indolence 
and Careleſsneſs, are much more pre- 
judicial to a Man's Conſtitution, than 
either moderate Exerciſes, or hard 


Labour. 


Dioth not a ſupine Stupidity ſicxen 
all Enjoyments, render the Palate 
inſipid, nauſeate the Stomach, and | 
diſreliſn all Pleaſure into a Diſguſt, or 
an Indigeſtion 2 Is there any Con- 
ſtitution requires continual Reſt, or 
Sleep, which are ſo full of Diſadvan- 
rages, Dilcales, and Dangers, that they | 
render them next to Death itſelf 2? 


I think I need not fear diſobli- | 
ging my Reader with thoſe ſevere Ex- 
preſſions, becauſe ſuch notorious Slug- 
gards as thoſe, will ſcarce give them- 
ſelves the Trouble of looking into my 


Book 3 
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Book; much leſs will they be at the 
Pains to peruſe it: And if they 


ſhould read over thoſe Pages, wherein 
this Vice is ſo much condemned, and 
none of thoſe Admonitions will be 
of Uſe to them, or not ſo much as 
they ought, let them go to an Ant-hill, 


and ſee what they can learn there. 


Bur what ſhall we ſay to one who 
never thinks of to-morrou, any more 
than if it was never to come, but lives 


like a worthleſs Pormouſe, an unweildy 


flow Dromedary, or a helpleſs Drone 
in Summer; and ſo conſequently muſt 
lie ſtarving by his own Indolence and 
Sloth, like a ſenſeleſs, unwary, unthink- 
ing Fool of an Aſs in Winter. | 


And what ſhall I compare ſuch lazy 
Lubbers to, but ro thoſe lifeleſs Peo- 
ple of Conceit, who, as one obſerves, 
Think much to move a Foot, or 
wag a Finger, for fear of ſpraining 
their Arms, or breaking their Legs. 
They dare not look out at their 

D 2 J Eye- 


26 INnDpusTRyY. 

c Eye-lids, for fear of hurting their 
Sight; or are afraid of ſpeaking, as 
if they were Tongue-tied, for fear 
of ſpoiling their Voices. Whereas 
many good Offices and honeſt Du- 
ties of Humanity, might not only 
preſerve them both as well, but like- 
wile employ them to much better 
Advantage in Society, upon any 
uſeful Converſation, or more pro- 


» < fitable Buſineſs. . | 
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Hide thy ſelf, ſays an Epicurian ; 
but a wiſer Moralift ſmartly confutes 
his Error, and plainly declares, tis diſ- 
honeſt to live to ourſelves alone; for | 
our own Satisfaction, and no one to | 


be better d thereby. 


'Tis no great Matter, I think, if 
thoſe that are vicious ſtay at Home, 
unleſs they go Abroad to be better 
admoniſhed, and corrected by their 
Betters, in order that they may re- 
pent, and reform their Manners But 
thoſe that are virtuous, let them ap- 

pear 
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pear in Publick as much as they can, 
that idle Offenders may be inſtructed 
by their good Examples. | 


They that deal in Truth and In- 
genuity, never need be afraid of the 
Day- light, much leſs will they fly into 
lurking Holes, or live in Obſcurity, 
without any ſtudious Application to 
2 Philoſophy, Piety, or Learning for 
the Publick' Good. To light a Can- 
= dle, and put it under a Buſhel, is to no 
manner of Purpoſe ; and our Saviour 
S bids us let our Light ſo ſhine before 
= Men, that they may ſee our good Works, 
= andglorify ourFather which is inHeawven 


It was the Obſeryation of Plutarch, 

Thar as cloſe ſtanding Waters quickly 

2 putrify, ſo unactive Perſons ſooneſt 

2 ſtink and corrupt, for want of exerci- 
ſigng their Faculties. Seneca aſcribes all- 
Vicdory, Conqueſt, or Succeſs, to Care 
and Vigilancy. Nature requires us to 
work out our Temporal Support, as 
well as our Spiritual Welfare; and 

; Action 
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Action muſt be joined to Study and 
Contemplation, to render a Life com- 


pleatly happy. 


How often doth Laxzineſs prove 
the Bane and Plague not only of 
Countries, but even of Common- 
Wealths and Kingdoms. The Roman 
Emperors and Generals were ſo ſenſi- 
bly apprehenſive of this, that they 
always employ'd their. lazy Soldiers, 
as well as indolent Subjects, in dig- 
ging unneceſlary Trenches, makin 
long Marches, or cutting uſeful Cha- 
nels. 


Gelon, King of Syracuſe, was ſo care- 
ful to correct this Vice, that he fre- 
my led his ſlothful People into 
the Fields, both to till the Ground, 
and to learn how to Plant, as well as | 
Fight; for fear of their falling into 
Effeminacy and Cowardice, for want 
of Military, or good honeſt Exerciſe. 
And the Roman Laws ſuffer'd none to 
walk the Streets, without wearing a 
Padge of their Trade. . In 
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In ſhort, Idleneſs is the greateſt Nur- 
ſery of Impiety, as well as the ſtrongeſt 
Seminary of Sin; repugnant to Rea- 
ſon, and peccant againſt the very Rules 
of our Birth, and the End of Creation. 


A virtuous and induſtrious Wo- 
man, 1s ever beſt known by the Health 
and Strength of her Conſtitution. She 
is ſeldom or never out of Action, 
very communicative of her Know- 
ledge, and always in a good Humour. 
She is ſo diffuſive of her flowing Boun- 
ties, and her benign Influences in the 
happy Neighbourhood where ſhe dwells, 
that they are bleſſed with her enliven- 
ing Preſence; and the Country is over- 
flow'd by the Fulneſs of her Fruits and 
Productions. 8 


She knows Induſtry and Exerciſe 
muſt accompliſh her Abilities. She 
conſiders 'tis for want of Uſe the 
Sword ruſts in the Scabboard, the 
Money moulders in the Cheſt; and 

5 D's: the 


ga INnDuvSTRY. 

the Soul grows reſtive and unactive 
in the Body ; therefore her Diligence 
is unwearied, and her Mind 40. 
gable. She refuſes no Pains; ſhe is 
never ſlothful, but quick and active, 
brisk, lively, and vigorous in all her 
Emotions. She invigorates all her 
Faculties by Cuſtom, and habituates 
her Powers by her daily Practice. She 
is ſo bleſſed with Health and Strength 
th:t ſhe eaſily repels the Force of the 
grand Enemies of Sin and Sloth, when- 
ever they attempt to attack her ſtrong 
Holds, to break down her Bulworks, 
or to gain Ground upon her vigilant 
Forces. 


Neither is the Health of her deli- 
cate Body leſs viſible. Behold her fair 
and ſanguine Complection, as well as 
her pleaſant Aſpett, and ſmiling 
Countenance! Give Ear unto her clear 
and harmonious Voice! View her 
humble and familiar Carriage! Ob- 
ſerve how prudent, modeſt, and man- 
nerly her Behaviour is among her 


Maid- 


f 


8 
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Maidens ! Harken to her lively Ora- 
cles! Conſider her in her vertuous 
Commands; and add to that, her vir- 
tuous and wholſome Precepts, and 
unparallel d Examples! And ſo I 
conclude this Chapter, and paſs on 
to the next. / 
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N DUSTRT and Frugality, 

xl W have ſuch an Affinity with 
each other, that neither can 
be truly practiſed ſeparately 
of themſelves : For, as Faith without 
Works, or Works without Faith, axe ſaid 
to be dead; ſo I think may Induſtry 
without Frugality, or Frugality with- 
out Induſtry, be ſaid to be of little 
Effect. But not to trouble my Rea- 


der too much about the Deciſion of 


theſe two Attributes, I take it that In- 
duſtry ſignifies to get Money, and Fru- 
gality to ſave it, or lay it out to the 

0 beſt 
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beſt Advantage: So that as the former 
is more peculiarly the Duty of the 
Poor, or thoſe in a middle State, the 
latter will naturally pp to be no 


leſs incumbent upon thoſe that move 
in a higher Degree. | 


We may learn from the z iſt Chap- 
ter of the Book of Proverbs, that even 
Queens employ'd themſelves in manu- 
facturing fine Linnen, as well as the 
moſt curious Girdles 3 which they uſed 
to traffick with, and ſell to the Mer- 
chants, or- other trading Strangers. 
On which Account they were juſtly 


eſteem'd to be the moſt uſeful and 


meritorious, 


But to ſay nothing about the Ne- 
ceſſity (which might eaſily be prov'd) 

they were under to maks Cloth in 

thoſe Days; if we conſider the Eſteem 
that Gzrdles were in at that Time, and 
how few there were that could make 
them, we need not wonder] that the 
molt faſhionable Ladies, or even Queens 


them- 


Scripture: 


« 
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themſelves were employ'd therein. Au- 
Eng will inform us, that Girdles 
and embroider d Belts were a famous 
old Faſhion, both among Grecians and 
Romans, as well as Jews and Gentiles, 
Phœnicians, and other Merchants. Had 
not the Romans their Marriage-Girdles 
in ſacred Eſteem; inſomuch that they 
were look'd upon as the very Badges 
of Virtue and Chaſlity, from whence 
we receive ſo many excellent Phraſes, 
relating to the Deflowering of Wo- 
men, or their unlawful Solutions with- 
out Wedlock ? May we not often 

| read of Aaron's. curious Girdle, of St. 
Paul's Girdle, the Girdle of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and many others, which would 
be too numerous to mention in this 
Place, tho' frequently recited, either 
really or metaphorically, in Holy 


We may alſo learn from Hiſtory, 
that Queens and Goddeſſes uſed to gird 
up their Loins for Diverſions, or Paſ- 


times, as well as honeſt Exerciſes. 
BETH .. Theſe 
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Theſe Things premiſed, what need 
we wonder that the molt faſhionable 
Ladies, as well as Queens, took ſo 
much Pains in making them? Bur, 
pray, what is all this to our preſent 
Queen, or any of the Maids of Honour, 
or other Ladies of Diſtinction? Is 
there any Occaſion now for Queens and 
Ladjes to make Girdles, when we have 
ſo many Rzbbon-Weavers and Embroi- 
derers, ſome of which are ſtarving 
for want? Would it be Frugality to 
ſpin and make Cloth when, notwith- 
ſtanding the Labour, it is to be bought 
cheaper than any Houſewife can make 
it, would it not be miſpending a La- 
dy's Time, to be ever and anon card- 

ing, ſpinning, knitting, quiltin 
Pd E - Ah ſo 3 induf 
trious Women, whoſe Livelihoods 
ſolely depend upon ſuch Employ- 


ments? 


Let a Lady be induſtrious in read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and other 
5 1 good 
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good Books. Let her ſhew her Fru- 
gality in laying out her Money to the 
beſt Advantage, and-in encouraging 
thoſe who are moſt ingenious and 
induſtrious in their reſpective Callings. 
Let her dreſs herſelf according to her 
Fortune; take Time to viſit her Re- 
lations, as well as other Acquaintance, 
whoſe innocent Converſation are moſt | 
agrecable to her Birth and Education. | 
Let her manifeſt her Modeſty by her 
Acts of Piety, Religion and Charity. 
Let her cloath herſelf with the Veſture | 
of Probity. Let her Head and Heart 
be cover'd with the whiteſt Lawns of 
Sanctity, and gird her with an unble- Þ 
miſh'd Chaſtity : Or let her Garment 
be made up of Modeſty, Virtue, and 
Glory; of Honeſty, Humility, and | 
Holineſs, the Inſide and Outſide 
be of the greateſt Purity, and ſee 
whether this is not more becoming her 
Character, than a Pair of Cards, a 
 Spinning-Wheel, or any other ſervile 
Employ the Great Ones were formerly 
buſying themſelves about. 
. =  Whe- 


\ 
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Whether one godly Prayer will not 
prepare their Way to Heaven, and 
make them more acceptable in rhe 
Eye of the Almighty, thanall the Ap- 
plauſe they will ever gain by all their 
Spinning and Carding, were they to 
live as long as Methuſalem, and card 
and ſpin all their Lives. 


1 - | 

Whether one Suit of Cloaths given 
to thoſe who want them, will not 
more redound to their Salvation, than 
{pinning one or many morefor them- 
ſelves? _ 
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And whether riding out one Day, 
and ſpending their Money freely with 
 rheir Neighbours, who conſequently 

rejoyce at their Bounty and Liberas 
lity, is not more conducive to the In- 
tereſt of their Country, than ſtaying 
at Home twenty, to rob poor Tradeſ- 
men and Women of their Bread, by 
following thoſe Employments which 
their Livelihoods. depend on ? 


== Co MP += OO CO ami wn ct 1 Tf, ct (0D e 


Nays 
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Nay, that to dance out a Pair of 


Shoes, is better than to knit a Pair 


of Stockings for two Trades. 


And if at Romps a Gown ſhould be 
torn oft a young Lady's Back, whether 


tis not for the Good rather of a third? 


Or in one Word, Whether any innocent 


Recreation, is not more commendable 


to thoſe of Faſhion, than taking the 
Poor's Bread from them, by dedica- 
ting their Time to the Knowledge of 


thoſe Arts they have found out for 


their Support and Suſtenance, provi- 


ded they are purſued in Moderation? 


But to ſpeak more particularly on 


Frugality, when a virtuous Woman be- 


holds the Bleſſings of either her own, 


or her Anceſtors Endeavours, and 


with an impartial Eye ſees what 


great Effects and Advantages Care pro- 
duces, it immediately makes her a 


conſiderable Purchaſer; every Thing 
proſpers ſhe takes in Hand, hugely 


CON- 
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contributing to the Augmentation of 
© her Fortune, as well as Felicity. She 
© is in a fair Way of getting an Eſtate 
© by her frugal Aſſiduity; by this 
Means ſhe will be always increaſing 
« her Stock; arid multiplying her nu- 
© therous Acquiſitions. And conſi- 
« dering what ſhe has is well-got, and 
vill either laſt the longer, or thrive 
© the better, ſhe weighs the Matter 
© with her Mind, how to lay out her 
© ſuperfluous Money to the beſt Ad- 
vantage. 1 7 


She knows it is Money that buys 
Land, upon which Conſideration ſhe 
enquires out a Piece of Ground, a 
Field, or an Eſtate 3 ponders the Na- 
ture of the Soil, the Situation, and 
other Conveniences, and then makes. 
a Purchaſe of it. Her prudent Oe- 
conomy, ſedate Temper, together with 
her critical Watchfulneſs, ſeldom fails 


to intitle her to make the beſt Bar- 


gain, as well as accompliſh the moſt - 
beneficial Purchaſe imaginable. And 
Co 3 being 
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being poſſeſſed thereof, and her Title 
made as good as Law can make it, 
the never fails to manage it to the beſt 


Advantage. 


© Thus ſhe plants a Vineyard, which 
produces the richeſt Grapes, as well 
© as affords the moſt generous Wines, 
for her own Uſe, or more publick 
Benefit. She likewiſe adorns it 
with pleaſant Orchards and Gardens, 
ſtocks it with ſeveral Kinds of Fiſh, 
© and Fowls wild and tame, fit for 
Food); replenithes it with Poultry, 
Cattle, and Corn of all Sorts, pro- 
per for the Uſe of her Family, the | 
© Service of her Houſhold, or the bet= | 
c ter Entertainment of her Neigh- 
-©bours and Friends; through the ho- 
* neſt Ambition. of maintaining the 
Honour of her great Hoſpitality, 
and ſupporting. the Generoſity of 
cher go Houſe-keeping. | 
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This is Oeconomy, and a becoming 


Frugality for a Gentlewoman, a Lady, 


or even a Queen herſelf. 


© The Ways of her Houſhold are 
never from under the Inſpection of 
her curious Eye; nor can they fail 
of proſpering under the Counte- 
nance of fo. admirable a Miſtreſs. 


„ Aa. 5 


 $Sheis fo nice and circumſpect in 
the ordering her Affairs, either with 
Reſpect, exemplary e and 


{ Behaviour, or the Conduct and Car- 


riage of her Domeſticks, that ſhe makes 
her Manſion not only a Seat of pub- 
lick Beauty and Delight, Virtue, Di- 
ligence and Eloquence; but likewiſe 


a private Houſe of Prayer and De- 
votion, as well as a Family of Love, 
| Kindneſs, and Hoſpitality. Her con- 


ſtant Abode ſeems to be in Bliſs and 
Holineſs, by the Devoutneſs and Great- 


neſs of her Mind. 


2 ns 
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"Tis the greateſt Comfort of her 
Life, to ſee her Habitation prudently 
regulated in all the good Offices of 


Induſtry and Moderation, according | 


to her diſcreet Management: with- 
out either impoſing any Slavery on 
the one Hand, or offering any Slut- 
tiſhneſs on the other. And all this 
ſhe does without a Spinning-wheel, or 
any of thoſe Looms the Great Ones 
in old Times was ſo much delighted 
with. For ſhe is as much an Enemy 
ro Drudgery, Brutal Servitude, and 
over-working her Servants, as ſhe ap- 

rs to be to their Sluttiſhneſs, Soth. 
fulneſs, and Negligence in her Houſ- 
bold Employments. 


She never delires them to over-do 
their Duty, but only requires their 
beft Care ro maintain the Honour 

of her Service, preſerve the Reputa- 
tion of her Houſe, and vindicate it 
from all Uncleanlineſs, Diſorder, or 
Confuſion. FS: 


Thus, 
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Thus, by her prudent Regulation, 
ſhe puts them in the wiſeſt Way to 
get their own Livelihoods hereafter, 
without Lazineſs, or eating the Bread 
of 1dleneſs, provided they have Grace 


to imitate her inſtructive Example. 


© This virtuous Woman, whether 
a Queen, a Lady, or one in a 


lower Degree, knowing Idleneſs to 


© be the Enemy of Virtue, as well as 
© Nouriſher of Vice, ſhe diſcountenan- 
ces all Sluts, diſcards all Slowens, 
and caſhiers all Sluggards out of her 
Domeſtick Service. She fſtriatly 
regulates their Principles, by teach- 
ing them the true Knowledge of 

their Duty, and laying a good Foun- 

© dation of true Ua eg as 

© well as a laſting Friendſhip upon 
© her own Family Relations, 


* A A A 
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* She eaſily wins their Hearts to a 
willing Obedience, by the Sweet- 
© neſs of her Temper, or the Lawful- 

"43 © neſs 
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neſs of her Commands. By het 
Juſtice and Generoſity ſhe quickly 
engages them to the greateſt Faith- 
fulneſs, without Breach of Truſt ; 
either through neglecting, waſting; 

- defrauding, purloining, or imbezzel- 
ing her Goods. By her Goodneſs 
and Affability, ſhe gently brings them 
over to the greateſt Submiſſion, Pa- 
tience, and Meekneſs. By her con- 
deſcending Familiarity, good Ad- 
monition, edifying Example, tender 


tion in all her Undertakings, ſhe 


Diligence, and ſtricteſt Attendance 
to their reſpective Services, with- 
out giving themſelves up to Sloth, 
Sluttiſhneſs, and Indifferency, to Com- 
pany- keeping, e, and Gambol- 
ling abroad, or to any diſorderly Courſe 
of Life, and Licentiouſneſs, which may 
take them from their more neceſſary 
Buſineſs, as well as divert them from 
the better Practice of their bounden 


Ii SA a a a a , , . 


8 © This 


Inſtruction, and indulgent Modera- | 


even charms them to the greateſt Þ 
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bis excellent Houſewife as wiſely 
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obſerves and pries into their private 


Tranſaction, and clandeſtine Prac- 
tiſes; leſt, if poſſible, notwithſtand- 


ing all her gracious Ulage, they 
ſhould turn Ingrates, and be guilty 
of Fraud or Infidelity, after all ſuch 
Inſtructions. She will ever be look- 
ing circumſpectly into her own Ways, 


and, in all Reaſon, expects the ſame 
Regard from the Eyes of her juſt, 


faithful, and obedient Servants. 


Inſomuch that this incomparable 


Lady, at laſt becomes ſo curious, and ſo 


diſcerning a Houſe-keeper, that ſuppo- 
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ling her to be © a Queen, ſhe will 


manage her Houſhold ſo well, as 


not to let the King's Cheeſe go Half 
away in Parings at Court (as the 
Proverb expreſſes it) for want of her 


Royal Care and Conduct. She 
would not ſufter her Palace to 'be 
impair'd, or the Crown impove- 
riſh'd, by any exorbitant Grants, 
N Ez 0" "os: 
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or Foreign Gratuities ; not willingly 
allow the beſt Jewels to be embez- 
led, nor the glorious Prerogative 
it ſelf to be leſſen'd, by any ignoble 
Practices, profuſe Conceſſions, or 

| improvident Liberalities ; provided | 
it was in her Power to prevent ſuch 
Extravagancies, to tax Repriſals, 
and to make Reaſſumptions for the 
better Service, or Intereſt of her 
Royal Conſort.” 
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But if this is out of her Power, 
yet in her private Family ſhe admits 
of no bag rg or Male-adminiſtra- 
tion of her Civil Affairs. She never 
overlooks Buſineſs either of greater or 
ſmaller Account, for the Benefit and 

Welfare of her Houſhold Concerns. 


This is Frugality becoming a Court. 
This Prudence is worthy of a een; 
and where can we find it more appli- 
cable than to the Royal Conſort of 
our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE 
Should not this render the Progeny 

of 
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of ſuch a deſerving Parent happy be- 
yond Expreſſion? Should not the 
tender Care both of their good Educa- 
tion, excite in her Sons and Daugh- 
ters, the greateſt Veneration for their 
indulgent Mother's Virtue? May not 
the Husband of ſuch a bleſſed Wife, 
be indiſputably happy, whoſe glori- 
ous Endowments of Mind he can ne- 
ver ſufficiently commend ; but when 
he has faid all he can in reciting her 
Praiſe, he muſt at laſt reſolve himſelf 
into a profound Silence. 855 


Her Children think it the greateſt 
Felicity of their Lives, that ever they 
were born of ſuch a nurſing and af- 
fectionate Mother; and muſt needs 
riſe up with Prayers and Praiſes in 
their Mouths, both for the Preſerva- 
tion of her good Health, and lon 
Life. They muſt call her the moſt 
bleſſed of Women here below, for the 
faithful Nurture of their Infancy, the 
careful Tuition of their 2 

N an 
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and the prudent Inſtruction of their 
riper Years. 3 


Nothing is more commendable, 
except Learning, Morality and Reli- 
gion, than good Husbandry : Its Study 
is Praiſe-worthy, its Employment is 
fruitful, its Buſineſs pleaſant, irs Prac- 
tice healthful, its Poſſeſſion delightful, 
andits Improvements profitable. Nay, 
and which renders it ſtill more agree- 
able, it crowns all our Labours with 
the ſuitable Enjoyment of a comforta- 
ble Livelihood. | 


Plato obſerves, 'Tis a happy Thing to 
have one's private Affairs without In- 
Juſtice. And there is nothing more 
beautiful than a Houſhold well and 
peaceably govern'd ; and tho' ſome 
may pretend it is not difficult, yer J 
think it muſt be owned to be both 
careful and painful, as well as trouble- 
ſome, by reaſon of the multitude of 
Affairs, which conſequently attend it: 
For as they are common and IN 

| an 
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and never at an End, they muſt of 
Neceſſity much annoy and weary 
thoſe concerned in them, It is a great 
Happineſs, and we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe to have one whom a Man 
may truſt, will much contribute to his 
living at Eaſe. 


There are ſeveral Principles and Pre- 
cepts, as well as Counſels, that belong 
to good Husbandry, Houſewifery, or 
© Frugality : Such as buying or ſelling 
any Thing at the beſt Times and Sea- 
ſons ; that is, when they are beſt, and 
beſt cheapeſt. To take heed, that the 
Houſbold Goods be neither ſpoiled, loſt, 
| nor carried away, &c. And a Wo- 
man whodiſcharges her Duty in theſe, 
and ſuch-like Houſehold Affairs, I think 
may juſtly be reckon'd among the 
jrugal. T 427-26 EE 


Ariſtotle preſſes this Authority and 
Care upon them, to provide for three 
Things, Neceſſity, Cleanlineſs, and Or- 
der. Ws: ent 1 


I 


J 
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It is not ſo much to the Commen- 
dation of a Houſe-keeper, to have a Feaſt 
that is coſtly, as to have it cleanly, and 

ſer forth in the moſt ample and decent 
Manner, And it muſt be allowd a 
good Piece of Philoſophy, in the Mil- 
treſs of a Family, to rule and moderate 
the Expence of Houſe- keeping, by taking 
away Superftuities, and rightly to know 
how to provide Neceſſaries in the moſt 
becoming Manner, according to the 
Circumſtance of her Husband. 


It requires the utmoſt Induſtry 
and Frugality, to make a handſome 
Appearance with a little Charge; and 
not to ſuffer the Expence to go above 
the Receipt, and Income. The Vigilancy 
and Preſence of the Maſter, fatteth the 
Horſe, as the Proverb well obſerves it. 


Tis a general Complaint, and I with / 
I could venture to ſay, not a common 
_ Calamity, that Servants at this Time, 
are not to be truſted without the Maſ- 

ter 
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ter or Miſtreſs's Eye over them. Some 
ſay, they are come to that Perfection 
in their Villany, that they can cheat 
them to their Faces, And how true 
this Aſſertion is, I will not pretend to 
vouch; but however I think it may 
be a Caution to all giddy-headed 
Houſe-keepers, not to leave their do- 
meſtick Affairs to the ſole Care of 
| their Servants, without ever over-look- 
ing them as to the faithful Diſcharge 
of their Duty, or examining into the 

Honeſty and Frugality of their Service. 


A wiſe, induſtrious, and frugal 
Woman, well knows this careful Adage 
| reaches farther than the Horſe in the 
Stable, and therefore ſhe readily and 
chearfully applies it to herſelf ; on 
which Account ſhe reſolves to have a 
watchful Eye over all her Servants. 


Thus ſhe narrowly inſpects into 
| every Corner of the Houſe ; and ſeldom 

or never intruſts others, but takes a 
particular Care of her own Concerns 


her 2 
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herſelf; as well knowing her Head 


muſt manage for the beſt; her Pru- 
dence muſt preſerve what is already 
got; and, in fine, her Frugality and 
Diſcretion muſt improve every Thing 


to the greateſt Advantage. 


t Pond likewif holds good 
in Nurſeries, where the Maid's Care, 
for the moſt Part, if not always, falls 


ſhort of their Miſtreſſes and Mothers; 
as well as in Shops, where Apprentices 


will never look ſo well after the Bu- 


ſineſs, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 


the Owners will do themſelves 5 in 
which the Preſence of a frugal Wife 
is very often of great Service in the 
Maſter's Abſence. 


But not to dwell too long upon 
this Proverb, I think it will naturally 
follow, that it is neceſſary for ſome 
Tradeſmens Wives,'to know how to 
lay out a little Money to the beſt Ad- 


vantage. And, as thoſe that are rich, 
| ſhew their Frugality in purchaſing 


Fields, 


— P 


nels. 


Husband, than a Spinning-Wheel. 
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Fields, or Eſtates, ſo may the frugal 
rade ſman s Wife, in laying out a little 


with Diſcretion in their Shops, while 
their Husbands are out upon Buſi- 


And ſometimes * or twenty Shil- 


| lings, laid out this Way, may. juſtify _ 
a Woman's Frugality, as well as fo 


many Hundreds or Thouſands of Pounds 
may another. x 

And to deſcend lower, a Crown, 
or ten Shillings, carefully laid out by 


an Oyfter-woman, or one that ſells 


Fruit, &c. may as eaſily juſtify her 


Frugality and Induſtry, as thoſe who 
gather Wool, and card or ſpin, or lay 
out their Money for either Wool or 
Hax, or Spinnins-Wheels, as ſome of 
the honeſt Country-women do, Where- 
as a Iea- Iable may be prov'd a Utenfil 
far more becoming a Citizen's Wife 3 
and the right Management of it to 
redound more to the Intereſt of her 


It 
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It may be objected, How a Tea- 
Table redounds more to a Family's 
Advantage, than a Spinning-Wheel, and 


how it poſlibly can be: 


Why, very eaſily: And 1 will 


prove it. How will you prove it, when 


Solomon commends the virtuous Wo- 


man for gathering Wool and Flax, carding 


and ſpinning ? &C. 


| I know the wiſe Solomon obſerves, 


that virtuous Women gather'd Wool and 


Flax, carded, and ſpun, knit, and the 
like: And ſo they do in this Age too; 


but then tis where they have no better 
Employment, and that at the leaſt 
two Hundred Miles from London; 


and for any of the London Women 
to go there, 20 gather Wool, would be 


as ridiculous as for thoſe to come to 
London for a Pennyworth of Thread, or 


Tape; or to ſet up a Spinning-Wheel in 
any one Houſe in Cheapſide, would be 
as abſurd almoſt as to carry the Toy- 


Shop 


. 
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/rop at the Corner of St. Pauls, into 
- the Wook-gatherers Country. And 
whoever ſhould pretend to turn the 
World thus upſide-down, one might 
eaſily conclude their Wits were gone a 


— 


Mool. gathering. 


But to return to the Tea-Table, and 
that I may not be thought to impoſe 
upon my Reader, I am to make it 
appear more beneficial than a Sin- 
ning-Wheel; and this is eaſily done, when 
that is proved to be no Benefit at all. 
But J am obliged alſo, for the Good 
of the Fair Sex, to prove it really be- 
| neficial, rather than prejudicial, pro- 
vided 'tis only uſed with Diſcretion. 


_ I ſuppoſe it will be granted, that 
the handſomer a Man and his Wife 
appears, they are admitted into 
the better Company; and ſo conſe- 
quently, when they Viſit, are treated 
in the handſomer Manner, as well as 
bring better Cuſtomers to their Shop- 


"= Now 
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Now 7M pole a Trot and his | 
Wife A rn at a Gentleman's Houle, 
who is a Cuſtomer to him; and after 
having been treated in their reſpec- 
tive Stations, they have drank, per- 
haps, both Tea and Wine, the Gentle- 
man hardly expects, when he comes 
to his Houſe, to have any Return for 
his Wine, becauſe the others Circum- 
ſtance cannot admit of it: But if 

his Wife is a Woman of good Breed- 
ing and Converſation, the Lady may 
likely be deſirous of her Acquairi- . 
tance; and how can ſhe receive her 


at a ſmaller . than 2 Diſh. of 
Tea? 


And as Women are more ready to 
ſpeak for, or ſerve their Acquainrances, 
in recommending them to Buſineſs, 
than Men, who knows but ſhe may 
bring another or more Ladies with 
her, who may not only lay out Moncy 
then, but alſo buy of them for all their 
Lives afterwards. Thoſe may bring or 

recom- 


« 
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recommend others; and ſo by the 
frugal Management of the Tea-Table, 
2 Man may gain no ſmall Credit, In- 


tereſt, and Reputation. 


If it appears, that the Man can live 
without this Piece of Frugality, then 
the Greatneſs of his Circumſtance will 
juſtify the Uſe of it, and he have 
the leſs Occaſion to grudge the Ex 
pence of it. 55:9, ee 

J might run this to a great Length, 
and find Arguments to fill ſeveral Pages, 


all which would plainly demonſtrate 


the Utility of this genteel, though cheap 
Equipage ; but fearing I have treſpaſſed 


too much on my Reader's Patience, I 


- muſt haſten to my next Head: But 


before .I enter upon it, I mult beg 
Leave to obſerve one Thing more; 
and that is, | „ 


| That a Woman may by her Dreſs 


contribute as much to her Husband s 


Intereſt as the Tea-Table itſelf. 
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Woman, you know, is of all Crea- 
tures, the moſt fair and beautiful, ſe- 
parate of herſelf; and if ſhe adds to 
that, the curious Art of a decent Dreſs, 
who can paſs by a Shop, when he ſees 
her behind a Counter, if his Optick 
Senſes are not impotent, without look- 
ing at her? And if he has any Thing 
10 buy, he is molt likely to go into 
that Shop where he ſees the moſt 
agreeable Woman. | 


How many Eyes thoſe fine Crea- 
tures attract in one Day, in and about 
Londoy, I am as unable to determine, as 
how many Shillings or Pounds they 
may cauſe to be Jaid out in their 
Husbands Shops; and all this, I mean, 
in an honeſt Way: For I would not 
be thought to ſtand up for thoſe who 
Dreſs to lead Men into Snares, and 
draw them from their Duty and Af- 
fection to their Wives; but ſpeak in 
Praiſe of thoſe virtuous Ones, who 
after they have ſet, or cauſed their 

Houſe 


 EFrucArity. 69 
Houſe to be ſer in Order, appear 
in a Dreſs ſuitable to their Charatfer, 
agreeable to their Station, plealing to 
their Husbands, and commendable to 
the World. 335 


CHAP. III. 
Of her CHAs 111 v. 


— 


N 85 W | how he behaves in her 
- = Y you of Chaſtity. 


Chaſtity ſhe knows to be a Virtue 
of that excellent, and inexpreſſible 
Worth, that ſhe looks upon it al- 
moſt celeſtial. Ic produces the moſt 

congruous Effects of Prudence, Piety: and 
Devotion, which never fails to check, 
ſubdue; and quite extinguiſh luſcious 
Thoughts, laſeivious Wards or lufiful 
Actions. 


It 


illuſtrates both the 
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It corrects all. unlawful Appetite, 
which are | moſt violent and Head- 
| ſtrong, 


It cutbs, tho never fo unruly all 
ng Pahons. 3.3 A 


[G3 


It gives Beckicy wade Body, enli- 
vens the Senſes; brightens the Eyes, 
even like ſparkling Diamonds; and 

ireſt Completion, 
and exacteſt e of the whole Mi 


crocoſmn. 


. - 
* 


n achilive! all the Compolition 
lively, gay, and brisk, beautified With 
a pleaſant Aſpect, ſmiling Cheerful- 
neſs, and fluttering Innocency, to the 
greateſt Wonder and Admiration of 


the moſt i inamour 'd Beholders. 


5 Ie ſets off &s natural Colour of the 
Checks to the Life, with great Luſ- 
tre. 4 111 5 


ET ** 
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It invigorates the lovely Compo- 


ſition of every Limb; and there 
is not a Joint but is ſtren 


beautified thereby. 


It renders all the Compoſition 
lively, gay, and brisk, and corrobo- 


rates and refines the Parts. 


It is not only a Preſervative againſt 


Sickneſs, but allo imbelliſhes the whole 
Form, and eſtabliſhes the very Frame 


of the Body in its well-being. 


In fine, the ineſtimable Gift of Con- 
tineney wants nothing to reward its 
. Merit, but a fortunate Marriage, which 
could never fail to compleat the Fe- 


licity of a deſerving Husband. 


This noble Virtue raiſes all the 
Powers and Faculties of the Soul, and 
ſets them a Spiritualizing the Materi- 
ality of the more Terreſtrial Part. 


It 


gthned and 


S 


1 


It guards all the Avenues" of the 
fair Citadel ; defies the longeſt Siege, 
or the moſt vigorous Attacks; laughs 
at the moſt reſolute, furious, or ter- 
rible Aſſaults; will never capitulate 
or ſurrender upon any ſuch diſſionour 
able Terms as Debauchery; and is fure 
to vanquiſh the Aſſailant at laſt, as 
well as conquer in the Storm. 


F 


8 4 


It was the Remembrance of her 
chaſtity that brought Comfort and 
Fortitude to Suſannah upon the Scaf- 
fold; it was Continency that elivated 
her to thoſe undaunted Expreſſions 
ſhe then utter d. And tho' ſheſuppo- 
ſed herſelf at the Hour of Death, ſhe was 
not diſmay'd thereby, but rather ſeem'd_ 
jucundary to the moſt ſublime Pitch 
of Innocency, and Faithfulneſs; and 
like the chaſte, early Lark in Sum- 
mer, ſtill ſoaring and ſinging up to- 
wards Heaven; as it were chanting 
her Maker's Praiſes, from whence 
this great Grace came to felicitate 


| the 
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the Earth with good Health as well 
PR. 


It carries the Aſcendant over all 
terreſtrial Pleaſures; and purifies the 
Mind from all Senſualities, by the 
conſtant Practice of private, pubæ 
lick, and fervent Prayer, Uprightneſs 
and Fidelity. As ſme Gold is purg d from 
Droſs, and allay d by Fire, fo Chaſtity 
ſtands the T of all Temptations, 
by its Integrity ; and reſiſts all Trials 
in the Furnace, by its Truth, Goodneſs, 
and mmtrinfick Worth, | 


It defeats the groſſeſt Impurities of 
Nature,; refines upon the carnal Bo- 
dy, and almoſt. turns Fleſh and Blood 
into Angels, and redintigrates Nature 

into its priſtine Purity. : 
Many are the Temptations that arc 
laid before this beautiful Creature; 
and tho God gives this ſingular Grace 
ol Chaſtity, yet how hard is it to be 
retain d among the many flagrant In- 
centives to Luſt in this lewd World. 
There- 
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Therefore a virtuous Wonen is ever 
molt careful to keep herſelf, as much 


as poſſible, I ſay, — keep herſelf out 
of che Way of Temptation; on which 


Account ſhes {ets a watchful Grad, 5 


over all her Senſes; and out of 
found Reverence to her Soul, in pd 
rity, of Thought, Word, and Deed, ſhe 
3 — moſt warily about her 3 takes 
a ſtrict Care of her Eyes, the Windows 
of her Heart, as well as the Doors by 
which Love and Laſt make their En- 
trance for Conqueſis and Uſurpation. 
Winking at the Attempt is what ſhe 
never ſubmits to, as well knowing 
the Comivance is as bad as the Sin. 

Therefore ſhe ſhuns all bad Company, | 
like Wolves and Bears, that delight in 

nothing but Feſb and Blood, Carnage 
or Carnality, among F360” and the 


moſt chaſte, innocent, harmleſs Crea- 
tures. 


| She alſo flies for Hlene ſe, a the 
Plague or Infection of Lewdweſs, 
which ofen carries the Body to the 


Grave EY 
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Grave before its Time, or buries its 
nobleſt Parts and Faculties in Laſci- 
viouſneſs alive, for want of mortify- 
ing it by Faſting, good Diſcipline, and 
* Abſtinence, © either from carnal Luſts, 
© luſtful Appetites, or the luſcious 
© Fleſh-pots of Egypt; well know- 
ing, in how deſperate a Condition 
the Souls of thoſe muſt be, who only 
take Care to pamper their Carcaſes to 
the Prejudice of their Continency. 
Incontinence transforms Men into 
ſomething far more beaſtly than the 
| Beaſts themſelves, tho never ſo un- 
manly, or ungovernable : And the 
giving Reins to ſuch unbridled, ſuch 
ungovernable, unruly Paſhons, will 
throw down the very Bulwark of their 
Preſervation; and ſubdue all Virtue, as 
well as be an Inlet to all Corruption 
and Vice. "IK . 


It will conſequently prove quite 
contrary to Chaſtity, as much as Dark- 
neſs is to Light. And whoever is of 
a luſtful Inclination, will be cajol'd 

| out 
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out of both Senſe and Reaſon thereby. 
And whatever may be propoſed by 
glaring Allurements, and imaginary 
Satisfaction, which for the moſt Part, 
delude, captivate, or even deſtroy the 
unthinking and unwary, under the 
Mask of a pretended Innocence and 
Sanctity. | 


I ſay, whatever is hoped for from 
the Embraces of a lewd Woman, and 
how far the ungovernable Paſſions of 
Men may prevail upon poor inno- 
cent Virgins, under a Pretence of ma- 
king better Proviſion for them as Gen- 
tlew omen; and inſtead of being Ser- 
vants, pretend they ſhall have Servants 
to wait on them: Either of theſe, at 
the beſt, are but dangerous Precipi- 
ces, which often leave them in the 
Lurch, to repeat at Leiſure, for what 
they have ſo inadvertently brought 
upon themſelves; and ſometimes 
throws them head- long into a Pit, 
whoſe Bottom is beyond the Compre- 
henſion of any finite Underſtanding. 
1 


e? : 
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How many and great are. the Mi. 


chiefs that fall upon Families, thro' | 


the ungovernable, brutal Paſhons of 
debauched and wicked Men ; by: of- 


fering Violence to Virgins, forcing 


the Fair, and taking People's Wives 
from them, either by Compulſion, 
Conſent, or Deluſion? What fatal 
Tragedies of old has enſued from vi- 
olent Rapes, notorious Debauches, 


and inceſtuous Marriages ? 


And not to mention the barbarous 
Raviſhment of chaſte Lucretia, by Sex- 
tus Tarquinius, which quickly changed 
the Roman Government, deſtroy'd Mo- 
narchy itſelf for ſo long a Time; which 
made a tragical Revolution of national 


Affairs for a worle, till Great Czſar 
turn'd the Scales, by overthrowing 


their uſurp'd Common-Wealth, and 
working an imperial Reftauration. 


After many publick Lapſes and 
Relapſes of this unchaſte and libidi- 


nous 
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nous Nature, let us conſider how he 


himſelf order d one of his Captains 


ro be beheaded immediately, for de- 
flowering his Landlady, without any 
Complaint of her inj ar'd Husband. 


Let us conſider the melancholy 
Story of Mark Anthony's falling in 
Love with the beautiful Cleopatra, leav- 
ing his lawful Wife, and defiling her 
Marriage-Bed: How the gallant Au- 
guſtus beat him at Sea, and drove him 


to Deſpair; on which Account he 


| the loſt her Life, by clapping poiſon- 


ous Aſps to her Breaſts, in the Extre- 


mity of that fatal Amour. 


Add to this, the Hiſtory of Oedipus 
and Jocaſta, to find out the miſerable 
Fatality, as well as the moſt ſorrowful 
Cataſtrophe of Inceſt; which, tho fabu- 


lous of ittelf, yet it affords us an excel- 


lent Moral. He is faid to have married 


his Mother, tho' unknown to either; 
and yet when this unlucky Mat 


ch was 


found 4 


4 
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found out, it proved a moſt fatal 
Misfortune; he pull'd out: his Eyes 
for Grief and Madneſs 3 ſhe put an 
End to her own Life for Vexation ; 
and their Sons ſlew one another for 
Trouble. IT 1s 


But how much more abominable 
will chis Crime be, if it ſhould at any 
Time be done to .their Knowledge ? 
God threatned Abimelech with Death, 


| becauſe he had like to have had Abra- 


hams Wife; by appearing unto him in a 


Dream, and declaring unto him, if ſhbẽ 
was not returned, he was a dead Man. 


Abimelech had not yet come near her, 
and therefore he ſeems to expoſtulate 


with the Almighty, ſaying, Lord, wilt 
thou ſlay a righteous Nation ? Plainly 
declaring it was through the Integrity 


of his Heart, as well as the Innocency 


of his Hands. And had it not been 
for wrong Information, he would not 
have done what he did ; as is plain 
in the z 0th Chapter of Geneſis, the 
2d, and following Verſes. 

= Auguſtus 


/ 


Auguſtus raade a Law to puniſh 


Adultery with Death and thoſe wrong d 
Perſons who took Advantage of it, 
were abſolv'd by the Senate for their 


making Repriſals, or revenging the 
Injury by Way of Satisfaction. 


The Egyptians were no leſs ſevere 
in punifhing this heinous Sin, by cut- 


ting off the Woman's Noſe, and the 


Man's nobler Parts. 


And the Great Alexander was ſuch 


a profeſs d Enemy to it, that he diſ- 
carded ſuch Offenders for ever out of 
his Favour, as unpardonable Male- 


factors. 


Nay, all Hiſtory abounds with ſuch 
Variety, not only of Man's Severity, 
but alſo of God's Wrath, Indigna- 


tion, and Judgments, whether Na- 


tional or Perſonal, never to be buried 


in Silence, or forgot in Oblivion, 


againſt Whoredom, that one would think 
„ a due 
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aner. 


a due Conſideration of them would 
make the greateſt Prince, as well as 


the meaneſt Subject, look abuur him 
with Trembling, and ſay, Surely there 
can be no true Liberty in Laſciviouſ- 
neſs ; no true Vertue in Venery; no 
true Satisfattion in Unchaſteneſs; no true 


Happmeſs in Debauchery ; and no Self- 


intereſt, Security, or Salvation for lewd, 
incontinent, and impenitent Whore-mon- 
gers, either iu this Life, or in that which 
is 10 Come. 


A wirtuous Woman, notwithſtanding 
all the Temptations wicked Men can lay 
before her, and tho' with the chaſte Su- 


ſannah ſhe finds herſelf ffraitned on every 


Side, yet rather than the will do this 
great [niquity, and Sin in the Sight 
of the Lord, ſhe will ſubmit to Death 
itſelf. She knows the Lamb of God's 
firſt inconceivable Deſcent was into 
the Womb of the b'cfled V irgin, and 
that he loves to dwell with pure Vir- 


gin Hearts; therefore ſhe prays un- 


* t9 him, to cleanſe her from all Fil- 
© thinels 
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thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; that her 
Body may be a meet Temple for the 
Holy Ghoſt to inhabit in; that fo ſhe 
may be kept from all Pollutions, 

and fleſhly Luſts ; and that ſhemay 
never defile that Temple with Un- 
cleanneſs.” She farther prays, that 
her Heart may be daily cleanſed by 
his renewing Grace; that no depra- 
ved Affections, foul Deſires, or ob- 
ſcene Thoughts, may have any Har- 
bour there: Whereupon ſhe beſeeches 
him to keep her both in Body and 
Soul, pure, harmleſs, and undefiled. 
And all for the Sake of Him who 
was holy, harmleſs, and ſeparate from 
Sinners, even Jeſus Chriſt the righ-- 
Teons, | 8 
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The only Way of deſcribing the Beauty 
and Lovelineſs of this Duty of Chaſtity, 
is firſt ro conſider the Deformity and 
Loathſomeneſs of the Sin contrary to 
it; which has already been ſhewn to 
be brutiſh, inſomuch, that it renders 
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us more odious than the very Brutes 
themſelves. 


Beaſts act according to their Na- 
ture, and ſeem to anſwer the End of 
their Creation better than unruly and 
unthinking Men. 


Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapours, 
Wind and Storm, all fulfil God's Word; 
as well as Mountains and Hills, fruit- 
ful Trees, and Cedars. | 


The Sun and Moon never ceaſeth 
to praiſe him, by the Light of which, 
his loving Kindneſs is daily before our 
Eyes, and his Mercy every Moment 
made manifeſt unto us. 


The Heavens praiſe him, and re- 
ceive none who praiſe him not, 


The Waters that are above the Hea- 
dens, praiſe him; and if we are ſilent, 
the Floods thereof will overflow our 
Souls. | "Io 


The 


_ CWwarrTrvm WM 
The Dragons praiſe him, as well as 
other Beaſts 3 and if we fall ſhort of 
them, what is more reaſonable than 
inſtead of being ſubſervient to us, they 
ſhould be made to devour us; the 
Deeps, who do the ſame, to ſwallow 
us up; and the Fire, to burn us ever- 


 hſtingly ? 


Therefore deceive not thy ſelf, O 
vain Man! fight not againſt God, when 
thou art- every Day loſing Strength 
thro thy wicked, lewd and unchaſte 
Life. Give not thy Strength unto Wo- 
man, nor thy Ways to that which de- 

Aroys Kings, Prov. xxxi. 3. 


Take the Advice given in this pro- 
fitable Leſſon, ſo ſtrenuouſly urged 
by ſo good a Mother, whom none 
but God himſelf could put upon ſo 
good an Undertaking. Nothing but 
Divinity was able to furniſh her with 
ſuch wholſome Counſel to a Child of 
either Sex, as is here laid down, in 
all Points of Safety, Benefit, and Bleſ- 

2 G3 ſing 
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ſing to the lateſt Poſterity. There- 
fore, Give not thy Strength unto Wa- 
man. The wile King tells us, He that 
goeth after her, is as an Ox going to the 
Slaughter. He alſo ſays, She will bring 
us to a Mor ſel of Bread ; or rather the 
extreme Wants of Neveſlacies, as well 
as Supports of Being. 


Kings are in as much Danger 
under ſuch fatal Fruitions, as he 
meaneſt Subjects; and the perni- 
cious Jilt will laugh. at the Deſtruc- 
© tion of the one, as well as the other. 

'Tis below the Dignity of a King to 
give himſelf up to ſuch vile Purſuits ; 

or to ſubmit to ſuch ignoble, diſho- 
nourable, corrupt Embraces, as well as 
unlawful Amours with Subjects fo 
much inferior to him. * his 
virtuous Mother intreats him out of 
regard ro his own Perſon, or Proſpe- 
rity, as well as Obedience to her Re- 
queſt, to act the chaſte Part, to mo- 
derate the Deſire of his Mind, and 
Plcaſures of his Body, with an abſo- 
Jute 


A 
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ute Sway ; ſuppreſs all the Riſings 
and Rebellions of Human Nature; 
conquer his Heart, and bring down 
the obſtinate Conſpiracies, proud Con- 
tentions, or tempting Frailties of the 
Fleſh, into a due Subjection, Obedi- 

ence, and Conformity with the Spi- 
rit; and turn the Weakneſs of the 
former, into the Willingneſs of the 
latter. | 


'Tis below the Dignity of any Hu- 
man Creature, as well as contrary to 
ſolid Reaſon to act a Part ſo much 
beneath even a Brute it ſelf ; and how 
then can Man, in the meaneſt Sta- 
tion, be guilty of a Crime of fo deep 
a Die, which leads and hurries on all 
who purſue it, to the molt imminent 
Danger of Miſery, Diſgrace, and Diſ- 
appointment of the greateſt Happi- 
nels; a large Catalogue of Evils, not 
fit to be mention'd in the Preſence, - 
or Hearing of the Chaſte, and will 
certainly bring a Man to utter De- 
ſtruction 2 For if any Man defile the 

G4 Ton 
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Temple of God, him ſoall God deſtroy, 


| x Cor. iii. 17. 


It was this ha brought Fire and 
Brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomorrah : 
© And he that committeth Fornica- 
tion, ſinneth againſt his own Body, 
© and leaves himſelf little more 3 
Human Shape. 


O how ſtrangely does he look, who 
is lately come out of a Saliwation? 
And what a ſordid Figure muſt he 

make, when he is capable of nothing 
but the Commiſeration of others, and 
Remorie and R<pentance of himſelf, 
the Abject of Nature, and Object of 
Scorn and Contempt. 


Chaſtity reaches not only to the re- 
ſtraining of our groſſeſt Actions, but 
to all lower Degrees; ſetting a Guard 
upon our Eyes and Inclination, ac- 
cording to that of St. Matthew; He 
that looketh upon a Woman to luff ofter 
her, hath committed Adultery already in 
his 
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his Heart. Neither is our Tongue 
exempted from this great Duty; for 
we are to let no corrupt Communication 
come out of our Mouth, Eph. iv. 29. 


© What then ſhall we ſay of ſome Pa- 
rents, who teach their Children only 
to read Romances, Stage-Plays, Love- 
Songs, and the moſt pernicious 
Books of Buffoonry, Profaneneſs and 
* Immorality, inſtead of curious Needle- 
© works, and other ingenious Exerci- 
© ſes, or induſtrious Arts, or reſol- 
ving the Holy Scripture ; and more 
« particularly in contempt of peruſing 
© thewiſe Proverbs of Solomon; looking 
upon them as Waſte paper, or Writings 
obſolete or unſaſhionable, or beneath 
their Taſte, and rejected as unworthy 
their Reading; pretending they are 
unfit to qualify our young Ladies for 


know not what more agreeable Li- 
berties. | | 


an) 
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But a virtuous Woman has Things 
more tranſcendently glorious in her, 
even the moſt Noble and Divine 
Ideas; and ſhe will teach her Chil- 
dren more advantageous, and more 


celeſtial Leſſons. 


With Mew, ſhe will magnify the 
Lord with her Soul; and her Spirit 
hall Fefoice in God her Saviour. 


For he has mn; the low Eſtate 
of his Hand-maiden ; for behold, hence- 
forth, all Generations ſhall call her, 
Bleſſed. 


For He that is Mi 21% bath may- 
niſied ber, aud Holy is his Name, 
Luke i. 46, Oc. following Verſes. 


To ſhew the Virtues of this al- 
moſt Divine Creature more fully ſtill, 
let us obſerve how this God: like 
Queen preſſes the Duty of Tempe- 
rance * her Son Lemuel. 

CHAP. 


cn A P. IV. 


4 not for Kings, ſhe ſays 
F over and again, fo drink 
ine; nor for Princes ſlrong 
*S Drink, Prov. xxxi. 4. There- 
fore ſhe adviſes him to avoid immo- 
derate Drinking, as ſhe had * the 
Sin of Whoring. 


"Tis not proper for any, though 
never ſo mean in Circumſtance, — 
give themſelves up to too much Drink- 
ing, for fear of getting ill Habits of 
Body, as well as ill Diſpoſitions of 
Mind; much leſs for young * 

a or 


92 TEMPERANCE. 
for fear of debauching their Morals, 
and diſparaging their noble Characters. 


Kings, above all other People, ought 
to be extreamly ſober, and exempla- 
rily grave and ſedate in their Beha- 
viour, either in Publick or Private : 
Therefore this pious Queen, and in- 
dulgent Mother, preſſes this Duty 
home to her Son, as a farther De- 
gree of Perfection, as well as a greater 
Progreſs in Virtue. And ſuch a wiſe 
Leſſon it is, that whoſoever learns it 
lo as to practiſe it, will make him 
the moſt polite Proficient inthe Schools 
of Humanity and Temperance, or the 
compleateſt Gentleman in the Uni- 
verlc. 3 


'Tis highly improper, ſays this ſo- 
vereign Lady, for a King, or Prince 
of Wiſdom, ever to be in Drink, or 
overcome with Wine, rich Cordial, or 
any potent Liquor 3 very unbecoming 
a Perſon of ſo auguſt Deſcent; and 
unfit to indulge himſelf with any 

thing 
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thing that will intoxicate his Brain, 
diſgrace his Perſon, or uncrown his 
Head. | 


Plato fays, Much Wine and Wiſdom 
are two Contraries, therefore they 
cannot agree thar Wine — 
taken is an Enemy to the soul; and 
that Drunkenneſs makes a Man works 
than a Beaſt. Socrates, That it ought 
| to be eſchew'd of all Men, bur chiefly 
| Rulers, Watchmen, and Officers: That 
it is abominable in Teachers; and 
that a Drunkard is unproficable for 
any Kind of good Service. 


Obſerve here this philoſophick 
Lady, and ſee how agreeable her In- 


ſtructions are to thoſe of Philoſo- 


phy, as well as that of Divinity. She 
knew nothing could give greater Scan- 
dal, Diſtaſte, or Deteſtation to the 
| World than this beaſtly, nay, worſe 
than beaſtly Sin; and therefore ſhe 
uſes the moſt cogent Arguments and 
Reaſons to diſſuade him from it. 

; Tem- 
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Temperance is ſuch a ſovereign 
Virtue, that nothing is more becom- 
ing a crown'd Head; and it is no 
ſmall Argument in Woman's Praiſe, 
not only from the good Admonition 
of this virtuous Queen, but even from 

the Example of their Sex in general. 


The Temperance of Woman, com- 
par d with that of Man, is ſuperla- 
tively great; and as it will redound to 
their Happineſs, ſo it ought to render 
them worthy, much more worthy our 

Praiſe. 1 


Whatever the Generality of Men 
may ſay in contempt of this Duty, 
it ſhews them more refin'd in their 
Manners ; of better Conduct, more 
ſubſervient, and more obedient 
to the Will of her Maker, than 
Man. 


How does her Royal Majeſty, as a 
| moſt exemplary loving Mother, diſ- 
| cover 
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cover her Goodneſs, by thus diſchar- 
ging her Conſcience to her beloved 
Sea! in Admonitions altogether con- 
ducive to his Welfare 2 How ſtrangely 
is She wrapp'd up in his Wiſdom and 
Virtue? Such is her Concern for the 
Inſtruction of this young Prince, and 
the growing Hopes ſhe has of her no- 
ble Family Nothing comes in Com- 
petition with it, but God and her 
Spouſe; which ſhe never fails to obey, 
by the ſtricteſt Obligations of Sacred 
Worſhip, divine 3 and hu- 
mane Honour. Next to which, her 
chief Care is to cultivate the natural 
Endowments of his Mind, with the 


greateſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction of 
her own Soul. 


And 1 hope * are not wanting 
many good Mothers at this Day, who 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, both out 
of natural Affection and Duty, to fol- 
low the Example here ſet before them, 
in bringing up their Children in the 
Fear of God; Who take the utmoſt 


Care 
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Care of their well-doing, and are ever 
ſollicitous for the Improvement of 
their Underſtanding, by their daily 
inſtructing them both in Morality 
and Religion; as well as cultivating 
their Bodies and Minds with the belt 
Education in their tender Years. 
Mothers careful never to leave their 
Children wholly to their own Choice 
and Inclinations, or Liberties of the 
wide World; much. leſs abandon them 
to ſhift for themſelves, and chooſe 
| What Perſuaſion, or what Way of Liv- 
ing they pleaſe: Never admitting 
them to follow the Dictates of their 
childiſh Fancies, or gratify their giddy 
Heads, untaught, unadviſed, ungo- 
vernable Paſſions; for which they 
muſt at laſt be undone, was it not 
for their wholſome Chaſtiſement, and 
Inſtruction in Virtue. | . 


Little Sins are uſually Harbingers 
to greater; and the want of curbing 


thele, brings them to commit all Sorts, 
WE with- 
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without Remorſe of Conſcience, or 
Deſire of Repentance. ; 
If holy David had accounted with 
his Conſcience, after his luſtful Looks 
on Bath ſbeba, doubtleſs thoſe Sins, 
into which he afterwards fell, might 
have been prevented. 


And what Sin is it a drunken Man 
is not obnoxious to 2 oe unto them 
that are mighty to drink firong Drink, 
Ila: li. 22. Hebrews it. 15. Woe 
unto him that giveth. his Neighbour 
Drink; that putteth thy Bottle to him, 
and maketh him drunk. 


— with which the Females 
are for the moſt Part endow'd, is ſuch 
an heavenly Virtue, it qualifies them 
for all other Virtues whatever; and 
there can be no more precious, or va- 
luable Jewel in a Diadem, than this 
" the Heart of a Prince. 


I 
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And, as a late Author ſays, It 
dignifies his very Regalia ; he wears 
his Coronation wichout a ſhaking 
Hand It recommends his Perſon, 


confirms his Parts, and extends his 


Power. It does not only rectify, 
but refines all. his corporeal Plea- 


© (ures, and ſenſual Delights, that a- 


"Eo So TE. Yes us 29 Wigs Beth We 


riſe either from the Taſte or Touch ; 
by the juſteſt Reſtriction of right 


Reaſon, Honour and Neceflity. It 


regulates both his Meat and his 
Drink, by an abſolute Averſion a- 


gainſt all artificial Dainties, or ſu- 


perfluous Varieties. It gives him 


Health and long Lite, by abſtain- 


ing from all Surfeiting and Delica- 
cies.” It makes him ſtand in Defi- 


ance of any Diſtempers or Indiſpoſi- 
tions. Ey moderate Eating he ſupports 


the Strength of his Body, invigorates 


the Spirits, attenuates the Humours, 
prevents Obſtructions, diſperſes Cru 
dities, ſubdues Infirmities, and pre- 
ſerves the Senſes in their Integrity, the 


Affec- 
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Affections in their Purity, as well as 
the Stomach in its due Tone of Ap- 
petite and Digeſtion, for the requiſite 
Offices and Buſineſſes of the Day. 


By moderate Drinking he reſtores 
decay d Nature, enlivens the dull Mind, 
revives the drooping Faculties, forti- 
fies the weak Stomach, ſtrengthens the 
vital Heat, helps the heavy Concoc- 
tion, diffuſes the neceſſary Food, chears 
up the fainting Heart, and wonder- 
fully refreſhes the Animal Spirits, for 
their proper Operation of Vigour and 
Activity. 


Inſomuch, that this rare Abſtemi- 
ouſneſs ſets forth a glorious Example 
© both of Inſtruction and Imitation, 
from the Supream Head to the very 
Foot of the People; even to all 
the little Tiplers, as well as famous 
Topers, and infamous Drunkards 
about the Kingdom; which ought 
to have a better Effect upon their 
neglected Reformation of Mauners. 
£ IH +: be” 
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A Iemterance like this would 
crown a Nation with Proſperity and 
Plenty, Peace and Quietneſs, Obe- 
dience and good Neighbourhood, 
It was Temperance and dobriety made 
the old Thracians, Caridians, Aigyp- 


tians, Chineſe, Fapanneſe, with 


many other Countries, ſo long-liv'd, 
healthful, and famous in Hiſtory. 


© Before the Flood our Fathers did 


not wallow in flowing Bowls, nor 


Inundations of Wine, much lefs 


did they {1]ly our into Superfluities 
of unneceſſary Food. 


© The Antideluvians liv'd moſi upon 


Lentiles, or leguminous Fare. The 
noted Pultifugi, among the Romans, 
ted more upon Pulſe and Herbs, 


than we do upon Meat and Pudding. 


The Turks feed more chiefly upon 
Roots, Rice, and other Fruits, and 
all Countries, upon more healthy 
Food than we Engliſh. es: 

_— | © The 
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© The more ſimple the Meat, and 
the ſmaller the Drink, are to the 
Hungry and Thirſty moſt pleaſant 
and agreeable. Thus a Cup of 
cold Water was {weet to Darius in 
Extremity : And how luſcious was 
a Bit of Barley Bread to Artaxerxes 
in real Want: LE e 


1 


' A * * a * 


Plato thought it a monſtrous Thing 
in Dionyſius, to ſee him eat twice in 
a Day; to Dine at Noon, and Sup 
at Night: Whereas we daily multiply 
our Entertainments in cloying Sur- 
feits, ſqueamiſh Atrophies, and ſouriſh 
6 . 


Cato ſays, We muſt not live to 
eat, but eat only to live, according 
to the beſt Rules of Moderation: 
And a Man ought to take his Meat 
and Drink as he does Phy/zck, merely 
for Health's ſake. To the Goodneſs 
of which Preſcription, Length of 
Days ſets an undeniable Probatum, 
| """Þ4 8 as 
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* as well as a general Approbation by 
© Experience. | BCD 


Temperance is certainly the moſt no- 
ble Qualification of any Perſon, either 
for the Pulpit, the Bar, or any other 
Science, The young Divine endued 
with it, is ſure to ſtudy, hard, read 
much, and accompliſh . himſelf with 


the beſt Ornaments of incomparable 


Wit, as well as fine Language, and 
_ admirable Learning. 


Thus his Head is always cool, his 
Mind ſerene, his Judgment ſedate, 
his Faculties unclouded, and all his 
Thoughts flowing into the moſt ex- 
quiſite Performances of the Pen and 
Tongue. 7 


Tis no, leſs ſufficient to quality ei- 
ther the virtuous. Adwacate, or cele- 
brated Lawyer, for the higheſt Poſtsof 
Honour, or the moſt noble Offices of 
Government,, It renders him a de- 
liberate Stateſman, as well as a cloſe 

| Poli- 
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Politician, or a cool headed Peace- 
This Virtue has the Gift of fo 
many valuable Benefits and Bleſſings 
in its Power, ſuch as Health, Wealth, 
or Intereſt, one would wonder it ſhould 
prove inſufficient of itſelf, to affect and 
charm both Clergy and Laity, to a re- 
gular and diſcreet Way of living within 
the Bounds of common Sobriety. 


Plato gave Thanks that he was 4 
Man, and not a Beaſt: But many of 
us chuſe to make ourſelves Beaſts, not- 
withſtanding the Almighty has been 
ſo good to us, as to make us Men. 
He is alſo thankful he is a Man, and 
not a Woman; whereas many a Man, 
now-a-days, ought to deſire to live ſo 
temperate a Life as the Woman; and 

the Women be daily thankful they are 
not Men, or at leaſt live not ſo in- 
temperately as the Men do. 
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He deſerves not the Name of a 
Chriſtian, who ſtrives to make himſelf 
equal with a Beaft ; that baſely uſes 
his noble Parts; that is [ike a Feather 
ſhaken with the Wind, and lies down at 
the Feet of every Pleaſure, and ſpends 
his Time in Eating and Drinking, 
Sleeping and Playing. Eating and 
Drinking in Moderation together, has 
always been as Tokens of Friendſhip 

and Agreement, as we may ſee, Job 
xklli. 11. Then came unto him his Friends 
and Kinsfolk, and did eat Bread with 
him. And when Iſaac and Abimelech 
made a Covenant, they made a Feaſt, 
and did eat and drink, Gen. xxvi. 30. 
And ſo again, in the Covenant of 
Jacob and Laban, where they gather d 
Stones, and made a Heap, and eat upon 
them, Gen. xxxi. 44, 46. 


The Turks have a Saying, I have 
eat Bread and Salt with ſuch and ſuch 
a one. And we have aSaying, Ihave 
_ dined, or ſupp d, or drank Tea with ſuch 
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a one. From all which it appears, 
that Friendſhip has all along been got 
and retain'd by Eating and Drinking ; 
and Tradeſmen, at this Day, hardly 
make any Bargains, pay or receive 
Money; or indeed, any Perſons, of 
what Rank ſoever, when they come 
together, but they mult drink before 
they part. | 


Now, I hope my Reader will not 
take it amiſs, if I ſay ſomething in 
Vindication of the Tea-Table. If thoſe 
friendly Receptions are allowable, I 
hope the more innocent our Enter- 
tainment is, tis likely to be more 
juſtifiable. And mote harmleſs Li- 
quor could never be invented than the 
Ladies in this Age have made Choice 
of. What is ſo pleaſant and grateful , 
to the Taſte as a Diſh of Tea, ſweet- 
ned with fine Loaf-Sugar? What more 
innocent Banquet could ever have 
been in uſe than this? And what 
more becoming Converſation than the 
inoffenſive, ſweet, and melodious Ex- 


preſſions 
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preſſions of the Fair Ones, over an 
Entertainment ſo like themlelves, and 
ſo. much preferable to all others > ls 
not this better than to be org d with 
V ine, or to fill the Air = Bacchus? 


Or to talk all together, like Geeſe, or 
drunken Men? 


Speech | is a Divine Work, of great 
Admiration; and 'tis no ſmall 1 
to ſpeak little, and well to the Pur- 

| pole ; but to what Purpoſe can they 
= be Bid to ſpeak, when they are ſo in- 
toxicated with Liquor, they know not 
whether they ſpeak, or not? 


| Tis Sacrilege to polute or defile 
ſo holy a Thing, with profane, vile, 
or lch) Talk. St. Matthew puts it 
upon — Tryal of Life and Death, Ch. 
X11, V. 35, 36, 37. | 
Plutarch calls Speech comparatively 
the Nouriſhmcnt of the Soul : But 
how can he be capable of Expreſſions 
of thar Kind, who 4 18 daily * 
| an 
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and almoſt continually tippling intoxi- 


cating Liquors. 


The Tongue is compared to a mu- 


fical Inſtrument, which, if well ma- 


naged, will play a Tune with all the 
Concords of a true Harmony and Vir- 
tue. Yocally- conſider d, it will ſing 
us a Song of Wiſdom, directed by a 
religious Underſtanding. A few ſig- 


nificant Words of Wit, well contriv'd, 


are the moſt agreeably grave, graceful, 


and comprehenſive of Edification. 


But to return to the Tea Table. The 


J able is a Promoter of ſeveral 


Trades, nay, I may venture to ſay, al- 
moſt all Trades in General. And a 
Tradeſman's Wife that can manage 
her Tea-Table well, will in all Proba- 
bility render it very advantageous to 
her Family, who can tell what a Lin- 
nen-Draper may poſſibly take among 
thoſe — io of his yo. 
quaintance, which would perhaps ne- 
ver have known him had it not * 
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for drinking Tea with his Wife, his 
Siſter, or any other he confides in as his 
Houſe- Keeper. And who knows 
What a Mercer, or a Woolen-Draper 
may take upon the ſame Account ; 
and indeed the like may be ſaid of all 
other Trades. ' An Apothecary may 
ſend out many Pounds Worth of Me- 
dicines on this Account. A Grocer 
many hundred Weight of Sugar, as 
well. as Tea itſelf. The Silver-Smith 
and Copper-Smith mult be employed, 

and ſo mult the China-Man, — Joyn- 
er. The Coal Trade is augmented. 
hereby; and thoſe that ſell Snuff are 
never the worſe, the Milliners get by 
it, and no one can make it appear 
that any Employment is worſe for it; 
nay, was it not that it would be too 
Troubleſome to my. Reader, I would 
make it appear, that all Trades in and 
about London, are really the better by 
the Uſe and right Management of the 
Tea-Jable. And if any Thing may 
be allowed the Fair Sex by Way of 
regaling themſelves after the — 
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of their domeſtick Employment, I 
think this will appear the moſt be- 
coming, molt innocent, moſt reaſon- 
able, and moſt commendable that 


has yet been thought of. 


The pooreſt Woman in the moſt 
obſcure Parts of England are allowed 
to treat their Acquaintance with the 

bM cheir homely Cottages will afford; 
namely, Sweet- Butter, Cream-Cheeſe, 
or Cream it ſelf, which are more ex- 
penſive to them; Cheap as they are, 
than either Green or Bohea Tea to us, 
and if theſe are allowable, how abſurd 
would it be to deny a Citizen's Wife 
the innocent Uſe of her Tea-Table, was 
there no Advantange to accrue there- 
by 2 But ſince it plainly appears it 
may prove advantageous, how much 
more unreaſonable 1s ic to find Fault 
with it, and for no other Reaſon 1 
ſuppoſe, but the Husband either 
likes it not himſelf, or at leaſt pre- 
tends ſo, becauſe he grudges his poor 
innocent Wife the Uſe thereof? And 
; Why 
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why is all this, but becauſe he is fo 
ſtupid a Fellow, that he never con- 
| ſiders ſhe is a Part of himſelf, and fo 
_ conſequently had rather ſhe ſhould be 
debarred of the molt innocent, as well 
as the moſt reaſonable Banquet, be- 
cauſe he thinks all is loſt which he 
doth not partake of, and her Five- 
 farthings goes nearer to his Heart 
than all he fools away in either Ale- 
houſes, or Taverns, nay, and ſometimes 
worle Places. I might ſay ſomething 
boy particularly becoming the Manage- 
ment of the Tea-Table is to young 
Ladies; but that I omit till I treat 
of their Education, and ſo proceed 
to my next general Head, which is 
that of Charity. 
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| V.. xxxb, 6. 


. ſtrong 7 unto him that is ready 


to periſh, and Wine to thoſe that 
are heavy of Heart. 


65 BS ERV E here this vir- 
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tuous Queen, who, after 
her ſtrenuous Exhortations 


to (haſtity and Temperance, 


ans ſhe preſſes the Duty of Charity 


home to her beloved Son. Agreeable 


to that of St. Paul to the Galatians, 
which, after his Admonition to mor- 


7 
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zify their Members which were upon 
Earth, ſu@h as Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
and many others, he exhorts them 
above all things, to put on Charity, 
which is the Bond of Perfection, Gal. iii. 
v. and following Verſes. 


So likewiſe obſerve the Advice of 
this godly Fair, who, after ſhe had 
declared her Deteſtation of the Abuſe 
of theſe Creatures, by ſhewing the ill 
Conſequence of taking too much of 
them himſelf, in the next Place gives 
him to underſtand upon whom the 
Superfluity thereof was to be beſtow'd: 
And that there might be no Miſtake 
in the Exhibition of them, and that 
they might be juſtly adapted to the 
Malady of the Objects, ſhe, like a 
careful Phyſician, as well as a nurſing. 
Mother, gives a Direction as plain as 
Words could expreſs : Give ſtrong Drink 
to him that is ready to periſh, and Wine 
to thoſe that be heavy at Heart. 


l 
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Tis the moſt generous Act of Cha- 
rity, to comfort and to relieve the 
Neceſſities of the indigent poor hun- 
gry and thirſty Starvelings, as well as 
thoſe that are in Sorrow, Sicknels, or 
any other Adverſity, whoſe Hearts 
are overwhelmed with Grief, and 
Minds, ſunk down with Troubles 
inexpreſſible, and in all Circumſtan- 
ces are in imminent Danger of Death. 
Therefore this virtuous Queen preſ- 
ſes this divine Precept as an excellent 
Remedy for any one languiſhing un- 
der Misfortunes, Impoveriſhments, or 
ſorrowful Hearts, very well knowing he 
ought to make as much of himſelf as his 
Circumſtances will admit him, he may 
well be allowed a cheerful Glaſs in Tri- 
bulation, to mitigate the Pains of his 
aching Heart, as well as aſſuage the 
Anguiſh of his Mind. But if any one 
are ſo poor as not to afford them- 
ſelves this comfortable Refreſhment, 
in ſuch a Caſe ſhe adviſes her Son to 
ſhew his Liberality and Princely Ge- 
nerolity : Thus - ſhe beſeeches him 
whenever he meets with any at the 
| Brink 
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Brink of periſhing, through Poverty; 
or of breaking his Heart almoſt with 
Heavineſs and Sorrow, then to ſhew 
his tender Compaſſion; and not only 
to relieve his Neceſſities, but alſo to 
ſupply him with Neceſſaries, out of his 
gracious Goodneſs, Bounty and Abund- 
ance. Deſiring that his Wine may 
be brought forth in plenty, to relieve 
his poor languiſhing Spirit; that it 
might be ſet before him in the am- 
pleſt Manner of Hoſpitality; that he 
might drink freely of it, to chear his 
Heart, and raiſe his Faculties above the 
Melancholy of his poor and diſconſo- 
hte Condition ; that his Sadneſs and 
Sorrow may be changed into Joy; that it 
may put into him new Life, his droop- 
ing Spirits may bereviy'd, and his Mind 
recreated with Joy and Alacrity that 
his Thoughts may be diverted from 
repining at his Poverty, Adverſity, or 
Miſery ; that it may immediately make 
him merry and pleaſant, and with the 
greateſt Moderation to bury his Anxi- 
eties in Obſcurity and Oblivion; 
9 2 oft” the 
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the Troubles of his Mind may be al- 
leviated by drinking heartily, as well 


as the Weariſomneſs of his Body, or 
the fretting Cares of his Fein "ay 


nelited by the good Converſation of 
ſober Company. 


I cannot attribute ſo many phyſi- 


cal Virtnes to drinking Wine, as a 


late Author has been pleaſed to con- 


fer upon it, when he ſeems to prefer 
it to all Elixirs, Anodynes, or Febrifuges, 


but it is certainly good for what this 
compaſſionate and virtuous Queen re- 
commends the Uſe of it, to drink and 
forget Powerty, as well as baniſh and 
| extinguiſh the Remembrance T oy 


Therefore, in fack Caſes, let him 


dtink the moſt generous Wines, with- 


out ſtinting him to the Juice of the 
. only. 


But as Moderation can only make 


them exactly wholeſome, and good 
* for procuring Patience under all his 
| i « Sut- 
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Sufferings, Diſaſters, or Sorrows, 
they muſt be drank to no higher 
Pitch than an exhilarating Degree 


of Satisfaction; to drive away the 
Cares and Anxieties of the World; 


to baniſh the Troubles and Vexa- 
tions of the Spirit; to diſcard the 
thoughtful Reflections of the Mind; 
to cancel the Memorial of our moſt 
diſturbing Misfortunes; or to bring 
all our diſpirited Loſſes, Diſappoint- 
ments Diſtreſſes, Adverſities, and 


ill Treatments, into an entire Obli- 


vion. A moderate Glaſs will be 
ſufficient to make ſuch heavy Hearts 
forget their Poverty, think no more 
of their Hardſhips, and grieve no 
longer at the Remembrance of their 


Miſeries. 


Poverty, whatever Opinion the 


Generality of Mankind has of it; or 
what Compariſons they may make be- 


tween the Poor and the Rich; and 


how ſlighting ſoever they may look 


O 


upon the Objects thereof, yet I hope 


it 


[ 


it will not always be proved a Sin, 
nor always require a ſorrowful Repen- 
tance ; not always occaſion tormenting 


Thoughts; nor never oblige us to 


drink of ſo bitter a Cup as a guilty 
and acculing Conſcience : For it is 
not always in a Man's Power to pre- 


vent it, and it may come upon him 


without his own Fault. How many 
are drove to it by mere neceſſity, many 
more by manifeſt Compulſion, and 
more ſtill by notorious Injuſtice? 


But be that as it will, and however 
it is conſider d by its Objects; whe- 
ther we look upon it abſtractively in 
itſelf, or. view it in its unfortunate 
Circumſtances : If we caſt our Eyes 
upon the moſt deplorable and miſera- 
ble Conſequences it carries along with 
it, we ſhall find it more than a bare 
Name, far more grievous than the 
Word imports; andagreater Affliction 
than Words themſelves can expreſs. 


13 Tho 
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Tho' I cannot imagine Poverty ſo 
terrible and frightful a Thing as ſome 
repreſent it, yet the Ch 
which often attend it, require no ſmall 
Conduct, no {mall Fortifications of 
Courage, no ſmall Armour of Reſig- 
nation to the Divine Providence, no 


_ wavering of Faith, nor weak Reſo- 


lutions rather to ſuffer than ſin, and 
to lay down even Life itſelf, rather 
than diſtruſt his Protection, or diſobey 

his Authority. | 


Now, what Conſolation is there in 
ſuch a Caſe as this? Why, tho' I am 
affl ted, I am not forſaken. I know 
whom the Lord loves, he ſcourgeth ; 
therefore I look upon this Chaſtiſc- 
ment as a Mark of his Favour, or 
fatherly Affection. It was my going 
aſtray occaſionꝰd my Affliction; and, 
O that my Affliction may prevent my 
tuture going allray ! - | | 


But 
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But notwithſtanding all this, how 
often does it ſteal into our Hearts ? 
And tho' poor and defenceleſs as it is, 
it ſeizes upon the moſt noble Faculties 
of the Mind; ſurprizes ſome unthink- 
ing Cowards unawares with the moſt 
melancholy Conſternations > How 
often does it deter them from Vir- - 
tue, either by diſordering their Me- 
mory, perverting their Reaſon, or 
diſturbing their Wills > It confounds 
their Judgment, ruffles their Patience, 
rifles the Cabinet of their Under- 
ſtandings, carries off the brighteſt 
Thoughts of value, the Jewels of Wit; 
or deprives ſuch diſcontented Sufferers 
_ of their Freedom, Satisfaction, and Se- 
curity. 


'Tis the Nature of it to triumph 
over weak Minds. It will ſhew no 
Favour to Cowards, nor ever give 
Quarter to the ſubmitting Deſpondent. 

Nothing but a good: Criſtian Hero is 
able to defeat it; and none but the 

14 truly 
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truly Magnanimous, will ever ſtand 
his Ground, in Hopes of better Times, 


Many are the melancholy Conſe- 
quences which attend the Poor and 
Needy ; yea, ſo many they are, Iam 
as unable to expreſs them, as I am 
_ unwilling to experience them. Who 
can expreſs ro what unaccountable 
Shifts, and ſordid Extremities ſome 
are reduced, thro' their extream Po- 
verty? Sometimes it afflicts like a ju- 
dicial Fatality, or even a Famine itſelf. 


© There's neither Corn in Egypt, 
nor Money in the Land of the 
Living ; no Suſtenance for a poor 
Family; nothing to relieve their 
Neceſſities, to provide for a Liveli-, 
hood, or to procure ſo much as one 
c Meal's Meat, or the meaneſt Neceſ- 
« ſary of Life, to ſtop the Mouths of 
© Wife and Children, ſtarving for 
Want.“ And tho'Bread and Water 
would appeaſe, or mitigate their Woes, 
yet Moncy is wanting to buy Bread. 


Are 


" W OS 
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Are not theſe hard Trials? Hard in- 
| deed. And what would not a Man 
do, to ſilence the Murmurings of a 


Wife, and ſtop the crying Complaints 


of the poor, innocent, unthinking 


Babes 2 Would not this. make a Man 
look about him for better Fortune? But 
which Way he knows not, Digging 
he is an entire Stranger to, and to 
beg he is aſhamed. And tho' he had 
the Conſcience of the unjuſt Steward 
in the Goſpel, yet he wants the Op- 
portunity which he had, and is {till at 


2 Loſs how to reſolve. 


Therefore he concludes to fly to Di- 
vine Providence: And this will move 
him to the greateſt Induſtry, and ob- 
lige him to take the moſt laborious 
Pains in his Power, or his Prayers. 
But, alas! the unthinking Children's 
Complaints will almoſt diſcomfit him 
ol his Labour; and create in him no 
{mall Uneaſineſs, Diſſatisfaction, and 
Diſcouragement in the greateſt Efforts 
ol his getting his Living in an honeſt 
-. _ 7 Would 
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© Would not the confinement from 
drinking what is neceſſary for the 
Conſolation of his Mind, the Com- 
« forts of his Heart, or the Satisfaction 
of his Body, even cauſe his Tongue to 
© cleave to the Roof of his Mouth 

How mult the Thoughts and De- 
© ſires of him be diſturb'd, who has 
© no Bread to eat, nor Money to buy 
© any; nor, perhaps, ſo much as a 
- Draught of Small-Beer ? 


Can any thing be more perplexing 
to a Great Mind, than to ſee himſelf 
incapacitated of getting his daily Food: 
And tho he would content himſelf to 
live upon Bread and Water, yet Bread 
itſelf is ſometimes wanting. 


A Man of Spirit cannot endure to 

beg in Publick, on which Account he 
too, too often ſtarves for Hunger or 

Thirſt in Private. 

Nothing 


= 
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Nothing but a true philoſophick 


Conſolation, or the pure Comforts of 
Divinity, can help a Man out in ſuch 


c(alamitous Timesas theſe. Nothing will 


contribute to our Relief in ſuch a Caſe, 
but our due Application to God by 


Prayer. 


It was by this Elijah was ſupply'd 
by the Ravens. It was by Prayer 
that Daniel was preſerv'd from the 
Lyons Rage. Great was the Effect 
of Ehas's Prayer, when he pray d that 
it might not Rain; yea, ſo effectual it 
| was, that it rained not for three Tears 

: and ſix Months: And when he pray d 
again, the Heavens gave Ram, and the 


Earth brought forth Fruit. 


The regretting Conſequences of 
Poverty, for the moſt Part, appear in 
the moſt melancholy Characters ima- 
ginable; and to ſome Sort of Mur- 
murers tis almoſt intolerable. They 
conſider the Diſadvantages which at- 
z tend 
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tend them, by being deprived of good 
Company, and they plainly conceive 
ir diſcards them almoſt of Human 
SOCIety 


This makes them grieve too much 
for their Misfortunes, and by a diſ- 
honourable Deſpair, to ſeclude them- 


ſelves from better Enjoyment. How 


many Inſtances have we of Deſpair in 
this Kind, as well as many Tragedies 
of its fatal Conſequences 2 Has it not 


| occaſion'd many to lay on chemſelves 
moſt violent Hands; and by putting 


a Knife to their Throat, a Sword to 
their Belly, a Piffo] to their Head, or 
a Rope about their Neck, have endea- 
vour'd to free themſelves from their 
preſent Calamity 2 But this is an un- 
repented Crime; and what Mercy is 
in Store, may I never have Occaſion | 
ro experience what will be the future 


Events of cowardly Self-Murder, they 
that commit ir, and He who renders 
to cvery Man his Reward, can beſt 


tell : 


 Cwuanrry: Bn 
tel : For who can limit the Mercies of 
the Almighty © 


| How many are driven, through in- 
ſupportable Grief, upon their Neceſ- 
ſities, to the Temptation of uſing 
unlawful Means; and either by Street- 
robbing, or going on the Highway, 
violently riſque their own Lives, as 
well as take others Money from-them, 
for their diſhoneſt Support; which is 
no leſs than acting their own Tragedies 
in reality upon a fatal Exit? 


There are ſome, and I am afraid 
too many, who, thro' their 7dleneſs 
and Indolence fall into Poverty. Others 
again, by their vain Prodigality, have 
brought themſelves into this diſſolute 
Condition; and will not ſo much as 
call upon God to help them, nor ex- 
erciſe their Eaculties of Underſtand- 
ing and Induſtry; nor exert their own 
Power and Strength in their own De- 
fence 5 and ſuch as theſe ought not to 
be pitied, nor eſteemed meet for bet- 
ter 
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ter Converſation, than that of Beggars, 
 Rake-ſhames, Spend-thrifts, Pick-pockets, © 
and Profligates. And tho they do not 
prove ſueh Counterfeits, as to tye up a 
Leg, or laſn down an Arm, yet they have 
this to reflect on, that they have diſ- 
qualified themſelves from any noble 
Employment among Gentlemen, Scho- 
lars, or any others of good Repute, 
Character and Credit, thro the op- 
preſſive Indigencies of their own crea- 
ting, and miſerable Exigencies of their 
mipent Fortunes. 5 


| But what diſmal and deplorable | 
© | Effects does Poverty ſometimes pro- 
= duce, even in the moſt induſtrious, as 

well as the moſt ingenious Men: 

What Regrets, what Reſentments, 

what afflict ing After- thoughts do 

often riſe in a generous Soul, to find 

| himſelf the Object of Scorn, or the 

Subject of Deriſion, for want of Mc- 

| ney, or better Cloaths, to make a finer 

| Figure in the World 2 What can be 

ol greater Concern, or more diſtract- 


ing 


ing to a young Gentleman, or a Scho- 


na, than to be unable to purchaſe a 


Sufficiency for his Being, much leſs 
for his Well-being > And what adds 
ſtill more to his Misfortune is, that 
the Vulgar will always be falſely judge 

ing of their Betters Underſtanding and 
Merit, according to their ſuperficial 
Appearance, Apparel, and Pockets : 
As if there were no Brains from under 
a fine Perriwig, no Learning but un- 


der fine Cloaths, and no Underſtand- 
ing in a Man without a Pocket full 


of Money. 


ET 


But what is Worſe ſtill, he happens 


to be in Debt; and tho he is not 
| afraid of a Gao), yet this is no {mall 


Addition to his Sorrow 3 for what 
_ thro' the Greatneſs of his Spirit, and 


what thro' the Juſtneſs of his Princi- 
ple, che Thoughts of this is more in- 
tolerable than all the reſt, 


Who can deſcribe with What Kita 
vineſs of Heart he is oppreſſed, when 
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he 
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he is aſhamed to go where he -owes 
a Trifle, which he was obliged to con- 
tract out of mere Neceſſity 2 Or, per- 
haps, ſometimes afraid ro meet an old 
Acquaintance, or a .School-fellow, 
becauſe he has not a Shilling, nay, 
rhaps not Sixpence to ſpend with 
bim: And if this is inexpreſſible, 
muſt it not be much more ſo when 
he is in fear of a Gaol; or dying in 
Priſon, upon a Diſability of ſatisfying 
his Creditors ? SH a 


Many are the direful Conſequences 
which attend the Poor and Needy ; 
yea, ſo many are they, that I ſhall not 

trouble my Reader with any more 
than I have already recited. 


Hunger and Thirſt, indeed, are two 
very preſſing Calamities: yet are they 
not ſo terrifying to right Reaſon, 
when there is not an abſolute Impoſſi- 

bility of being relie ved: As the one 
is ſoon ſatisfied, ſo the other is ſoon 

quenched. So that Poverty or Want 
i may 
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may juſtly be deſpiſed for Virtue's 


Sake. 


© True Hunger ſweetens the moſt 
ordinary Entertainment, and is ea- 
© fily gratified without ſavoury Sau- 
© ces, or luv Diſhes. True Thirſt * 
© renders the ſmalleſt Liquor no leſs 
c agreeable than the moſt ſtrong and 
© potent Mixtures. A little will ſuf- 
© fice Nature, and She takes more 
« Pleaſure in that which is plain and 
© wholſome, than in all the magnifi- 
© cent Varieties, and nice Delicacies, 
© at the moſt voluptuous Feaſts, or 
© moſt delicious Banquets. 


Neceſſity cannot be any juſt Plea 
for an Exceſs, either in Eating or 
Drinking againſt the Bounds of Mo- 
7 eration. TI is true, the Body re- 
„quires Nourithment, but no great Su- 


perfluity. 


But far be it for me to pre- 
tend to 3 Rules to the World 
'K what 
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what Sort, or how much they are 
to eat: For though one plain Diſh 
might be ſufficient to ſatisfy Nature, 
yet J do not ſee why thoſe whom the 
Almighty has endow'd with plentiful. 


Fortunes, may not juſtly be allowed 
as many more as they pleaſe, provided 


they keep within the Rules of Mode- 
ration: For a Man may ſurfeit himſelf 
as well with one Diſh, as he may with 
a great many; and e e I hardly 
think tis ſo much a Crime in the bet- 
ter Sort to have ſeveral Diſhes at their 
Table, as ſome pretend. 


But be that as it will, let thoſe in 
mean Circumſtances be content with 
their Condition, and let them conſi- 
der, a little wi! 1 ſuffice Nature. Let 
not him who has one wholſome Diſh 


at his Table, murmur becauſe he has 


no more; bur let him be thankful, 
and conſider thoſe who have none at 
all. Nay, let thoſe who have but 
Small-Beer and Bread, not be unthank- 
ful, bur compare their Condition with 


thoſe 


CHARITY. 131 
thoſe that want both. Let not any 
one repine at Fortune's Fate, but let 
him apply it to its right Uſe. Nei- 
ther Poverty nor Riches, are Cutles of 
themſelves, and 'tis our own Faults if 
they are made ſo to us. 


The true Management of an Af 
fiction is a Duty incumbent upon 
all that are viſited therewith ; and God 
gives us this Talent with expectation 
ro have it improv'd. | 
| Therefore, let not any one fay, 
he has a hard Maſter; nor pretend to 
let his Talent, whether of Riches or 
Poverty, lie hid, or uncultivated in 
the Earth, leſt his Lord ſhould takeir 
from him, and give it to thoſe that 
know better how to improve it; and, 
which is ſtill worſe, he be caſt into 
outer Darkneſs, where there ſhall te - 
weeping and gnaſßing of Teeth, But 
rather let him imitate the good and 
faithful Servant, who, for his Faith- 
fulneſs in a few Things, was made Ruler 
| | 1 over 
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over many Tvings 3 and was II" BE 


received into the Joy of his Lord, Mat. 
XV. 


Charity is a Virtue ſo diffuſive in its 
Nature, that there is no one, tho in 
never ſo mean Circumſtances, exempt 
from it. What tho' ! am fo poor, 
that I cannot ſpare one Farthing to an 
indigent Perſon, yet it may lie in my 
Way to ſerve him in ſome other Re- 
ſpect: And if] fall ſhort in any Thing 
accurding to my Power, I amas guilty 
as he that with holds an Alms BE 
any one he is able to relieve; and then, 
how daelleth the Love of ( God in me? 


Is it not in the Power of * one 
to With his Neighbour well; to put on 
the Bowels of Mercy, Loving- Kindneſs, 
_ Humbleneſs of Mind, to be kmdly affec- 
rioned one to another, and with brotherly 
Love, as far as in us lies, in Honour 
to prefer one another? Is it amiſs. 
to believe all Things, hoje all Things, 
or to bear with all Things ? Does 


any 
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any Circumſtance of Life render us 
incapable of loving our Enemies, blef- 
ſing them that curſe us, or praying for 


them that — uſe us, or "IM e- 


cute us £ 


Our bleed Saviour laid down his 
Life for his Enemies, and alſo in ſuch 
a meek Manner, as we find excellently 
ſet forth by the Apoſtle St. Peter, ch. 
ii. 22, 235 24. Which conſider'd, we 
may well make St. John's Inference; 
Beloved, if God ſo loved us, ſo we? alſo 
| ought to love one another. 


e is an excellent, well- mean- 

ing, and tender-hearted Virtue; the 
Nature and Property of which is mo- 
derating the Violence of Wrath and 
Vengeance, keeping it ſtill within the 
due Bounds of Reaſon, Honour, and 
Humanity. anger, nor a Sword ought 
not to be pur in the Hands of a Mad- 
man: as it was in King Pharaoh's, 
when he order'd all the Male Children 
ta be ſlain as ſoon as they were born; 


K 3 Which 


Compaſſion of this young Princels, 
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which by the Contrivance, and tender 


Compaſlion of the godly Miniſters, 


many of their Lives were ſaved. 


Obſerve here the Compaſſion of 
the tender-hearted Midwives, who, to 
ſave the innocent Babes, ventur d the 
Incurrance of the King's Diſpleaſure, 
and thereby endanger'd their o. 


Lives. But this hard-hearted Prince, 


ſtil] perſiſting in his Barbarity, and 
finding his Cruelty could not be put 
in execution by the Midwives, he 
charges his own People to calt all rhe 
Male Children into the River. Bur 
here he is defeated again by the Com- 
paſſion of his. own Daughter, which 
cauſed her to contribute to the Nou- 
riſnment of a Child in his Court, 
which afterwards proved his De- 
ſtruction, and the Deli verance of the 
Children of iſrael, as is plain in the 
iſt and 2d Chapter of Exodus. 


You ſee here, it was through the 


that 
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that Moſes's Life was preſerv d,. ms - 


at the ſame Time ſhe believ'd him to 


be one of the Hebrew Children whom 
her Father had order'd to be deſtroy d. 


'Cotiipalſſion is ech in the moſt 
inward and ſenſible Part, as we ſee, 
Gal. iii. 12. Put on therefore, as the 
Elecł of God, holy and beloved, Bowels 
of Mercy. And: again, Phil. ii. 1. Bow- 
on and Ov. 


The Female Sen; being of Gfice 
Mould, is more pliable and yielding 
to Impreſſions of Pity, than Man; 
and by the Strength of Fancy, redou- 
bles a Horror of any ſad Accident; 
inſomuch that God himſelf, who is 
the God of Mercy, when he would 


moſt magnify his own Compaſhon, 


illuſtrates it by that of Woman, as the | 
\ higheſt human Inſtance. 


The next Branch of Charity is that 
of n which conſequently 
K 4 muſt 


136 CH ARITY. 


are concerned, and where they bear 
ſo great a Sway as they naturally do 
in the Female Kind. Not to ſay 
any Thing more of what the vir- 
tuous Queen preſſed upon her Son, 
St. Paul makes mention of an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Order of Widows, in the Pri- 
mitive Times, whoſe whole Miniſtry 
was devoted to Charity, 1 Tim. ch. i. 
v. 5. And again, Hebrews vi. 10, 
God promiſes he will not forget their 
Works of Labour and Love which 
they ſhewed rowards his Name, in 
that they have miniſired to the Saints, 
and yet do miniſler. CG 


Bur I am afraid I have dwelt too 
long upon the other Branches of Cha- 


rity, to crave my Readers Patience 
much longer upon this, therefore! 


ſhall only beg Leave to mention two 
more Examples : 


The one is, that of the Box of pre- 
cious Oyntment, the Woman in the 


Goſ- | 


muſt follow where Bowels of Mercy 
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Goſpel poured upon our bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Feet ; and tho reproved by 


ſome of his Apoltles, yet 2 com- 


mended by our Saviour himſelf. 


And the ts is, tha poor Mido, 


who caſt the very laſt A Hh into 
the Treaſury. 


However theſe may be . by 


vain and unthinking Man, our bleſſed 
Saviour, who took ſuch particular 
Notice of them, will never blot them 
out of his Book of Remembrance; 
nay, he exprelly declares, that where- 


ever the Goſpel : is preached, this fpould 
le told concerning the Box of G | 


I certain . ob © That 
© a virtuous Woman's Charity is ſo 


— 


— 


the Sun, ſpreads all over the World 


* 


-A 


Influences. Every virtuous Perſon 


f * the hears of, 15 immediately entitled 
to 


univerſally extenſive, that it diffuſes 


itlſelf to the fartheſt Parts, and like 


with its cheriſhing Beams, or kinder 


\ 
Ja 
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© to her Purſe, If any one ſuffers 
© for Conſcience- ſake, his Exigencies 
© are the greater Exerciſes of her Vir- 
tues ; his Poverty makes her Rich 
in good Works, and cauſes her but 
ſtill the more to abound in her 
Duty.“ And, according to that Ex- 
preſſion of the 3 iſt Chapter of the 
' Proverbs, and the 2oth Verſe, She 
flretcheth out her Hand to the Poor, yea, 
ſhe reacheth forth her Hands to the 
Needy. * 


A 


QA 


She is not contented to give with 


one Hand only, but ſo great is her 


Deſire to give plentifully, that ſhe em- 
ploys them both, in giving over and 
above Expectation. 


In ſhort, no Diſtance of Place can 


outreach it, nor Length of Time can 


come beyond it. It extends to the 
fartheſt Part of the Earth, and is not 
bounded on this Side Heaven; for 
the Memorial of it is recorded in the 
everlaſting Books above. 
| | Agree- 


. Emaniry ma 


Agreeable to that of the Apoſtle, 
Charity newer faileth : but whether there 
e Propheſies, they ſhall fail; whether 
there be Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whe- 
ther there be Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh 
away. Therefore, above all Things, 
ſhe puts on Charity. To do good, 
and to diſtribute, ſhe never forgets ; 


for ſhe knows with ſuch Sacrifice God 
is well pleaſed. 


She is merciful after her Power: 
If he hath much, ſhe gives plentifully ; 
| if ſhe bas little, ſhe doth her Diligence 
to give of that little. She gives Alms 
of her Goods, and never turns her 
face from any poor Man; on which 
Account, the Face of the Lord ſhall 
never be turned away from her. She 
lo well knows both the Law and the 


Prophets, that ſhe doth unto all Men as 


ſhe would they ſhould do unto her. 


Thus ſhe lays up for herſelf Trea- 
lures in Heaven „ Where neither Moth 
nm 
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nor Ruſt doth corrupt, nor where Thieves 
do not break through and ſteal. She 
makes herſelf Friends of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs : So that when 
they fail, ſhe ſhall be received into 
everlaſting Glory. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of her Jus T Ick. 1 


RA HARITT and JUSTICE 
are ſo near a-kin, that who- 
ever is endow'd with . the 
former, can hardly be ſup- 
poſed to be a Stranger to the latter: 
| For he that commands us to put on 
Bowels of Compaſſion, has undoubt- 
edly ſer up a Seat of juſt Judgment in 
that Breaſt where thoſe Bowels have 
lo commanding a Power. 


| This virtuous Queen, who had be- 
| fore ſo recommended to her Son the 
Practiſe of Charity, as well as Chaſtity 
OY OOO Gs 


g 
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and 7 emperance, now exhorts him 10 
that of Juſtice, as we ſee in the 8th 
and gth Verſes of the 3 iſt Chapter 
of Proverbs ; Open thy Mouth for the 
Dumb; for the Cauſe of all ſuch as are 
appointed for Deſtruction. Open thy 
Mouth, judge righteouſly, and plead the 
Cauſe of the Poor and Needy. 


"Tis no wonder that ſhe who had 
been ſo preſſing for aſliſting the Poor 
and Helpleſs, with the SuperBuity of 
his Subſtance, fhould no leſs recom- 
mend this Duty of adminiſtring the 
trueſt Juſtice, with the moſt Equality, 
Exactneſs, or Impartiality. 


Open thy Mouth for the Dumb : That 
is, if any one is, thro Fear, Modeſty, 
or Ignorance, want of Elocution, or 
any other Faculty' of Addreſs, rendred 
incapable of ſpeaking for himſelt, 
hold- not thy Tongue upon luch 
weighty Occaſions, leſt the Innocent 
be caſt, and for want of an Advocate 
the Right be wrong d, or the Juli 


cCauſed 


'"- Funnack 

cauſed to ſuffer. Immediately under- 
take the Vindication of his juſt Cauſe 
upon , anno 


And to ſilence the Petitions either 
of his eloquent Adverſary, or the nu- 
merous accurate Expreſſion? of his 
Learned or artful Counſel, ſhew thy 
Prudence as well as Power, or Prero- 
gative. 5 | LOS | 


And o give the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments, and plaineſt Demonſtration of 


thy condeſcending Humility, frequent 


the Courts of Judicature thy {elf ; Jer 
them be honoured with your own 
Preſence. | 


Supprefs the Accumwlations of par- 
tial Juſtice, and never ſpare to ſpeak 
in Defence, or - Favour of the Dumb 


and Defenceleſs. 7 0 


If Strangers, or others, who under- 
ſtand nothing of the Laws, are in 
Danger of ſuffering ſome conſidera- 
ee 
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ble Damage in Body, Reputation, of 
Eſtate; and for want of the trueſt In- 
terpreters, fairhfulleſt Advocates, or 
unbiaſſed incorrupt Judges, appear as 
tho they were appointed to Deſtruc- 
tion. If Orphans be like to be op- 
preſs d by Might, Foreigners by Ma- 
lice, or Natives by Miſunderſtanding, 
or want of Eloquence to defend them- 
ſelves in Caſes of Liberty and Property, 
as well as Life. and Death; then open 
thy Mouth, judge righteouſly, and 

plead the Cauſe of the Poor and 
Needy. 


Seneca obſerves, that no Kingdom, 
Common-wealth, City, or Family, 
can poſſibly be well govern'd, or kept 
in due Decorum, nor ever be intitled 
to a happy Eſtate, unleſs tis govern d 
by Divine and Humane Juſtice; by 
due former of which we are united to 
| ' God in Devotion; and by the latter; 
we are cloſely tied ro our Neighbour 
in che ſtrongeſt Bonds of Merey and 
Humanity. e 
0 Ve 


/ 
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We are particularly bound to the 
Love of our Great Creator, above all 
ſublunary or terreſtrial Beings, by 
whoſe almighty Hat, and omnipotent 
Power and Goodneſs, we were all - 
created; without whoſe ſupporting 

Power we ſhould ceaſe to be, much 
Jeſs to be well. Next we are obliged 
to the Juſlice of Charity towards our 

Fellow-Creatures, and eſpecially our 
| BB Chriſtian Brethren, as well by the 
| Law of Nature, as that of Nations, 
and Civil Society ; without which, it 
would be impoſhble to be tolerably 
happy in this World, or compleatly 
ſo in the World to come. - 


| | 
| juſtice and Mercy are ſuch ſignal . 
| BW Virtues, ſublime and ſingular Qualifi- 
cations, and illuſtrious Ornaments of 
ö crown'd Heads, as well as inferior 
Miniſters, and other ſubordinate Ma- 
r giltrates, or Fellow-Subjets, that they 
l render any Reign, or Adminiſtration 
of Government, both happy in itſelf, 
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and tranſcendently glorious in the Eyes 
of all their Beholders. So attracting 
is their Virtue, that, like a Load-flone, 
they draw upon a particular Kingdom, 
the general Admiration of Foreign 
Countries; and how much more that 
of their own Natives? May they not 
unanimouſly rejoyce, with Exultation, 
under the favourable Influences and 
diffuſive Goodneſs of their gracious 
Governor, lawful Prince, and pacifick 
Sovereign. 


Upon theſe, and ſuch like Conſi-· 
derations, it was, that this good Queen 
ſo ſtrenuouſly urges her Son Solomon, 
ſo pathetically to the Practiſe of theſe 
two royal Excellencies, and noble 
Endowments of Mind; well knowin 
that no Government could Jong ſub- 
ſiſt in a firm Conſtitution, or flouriſh- 
ing Condition without them. 


What more divine, or philoſophic 
Exhortation to Mercy, than is here 
laid down, could ever be given ? and 

What 
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what Juſtice may we not expect, where 
ſo much Clemency veilds the Sceptre? 
What is more agreeable to God's own 
Word, than ſuch Precepts as we find 
here recommended, conformable to 
that of another Text of Scripture, What 
doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to do Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy God? Again, Prov. 
xxix. 14. The King that faithfully judg- 
eth the Poor, his I hrone ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever. =_— 


Of all which Duties, Women of 
all Ranks and Degrees have appeared 
ſo ſenſibly ' apprehenſive, they have 
always been ſollicitous of having them 
put in Execution; and when in their 
own Power, ſeldom or never fail to 
execute them to the greateſt Perfection. 


Several Inſtances might be givento 
prove this Aſſertion, but for Brevity's 
ſake, I ſhall mention bur a few. 


L 2 What | 
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What more could Pilate's Wife 
do? or what ſtronger Demonſtration 
of Juſtice and Mercy was it in her 
Power to give, than appears by her 
Behaviour, when her Husband fate. 
upon the Seat of Judgment, to judge 
the Lord of the whole. Univerſe? She 
| ſent unto him, ſaying, Have nothing 
to do with the Blood of this juſt Per- 


ſon, _ | 


But this proving. inſufficient, and 
our bleſſed Saviour being condemn'd, 
what was it the tender-hearted Wo- 
man, who followed him to the Place 
of Execution, would not have done, 
to have reſcued him from the Band 
of Soldiers, and Inſults of the Mob: 
Luke xxili. 27. Mat. xxvii. 19. 


But what need I go fo far for In- 
ſtances of this Kind, when our own 
Age hath been, and ſtill is productive 
of ſo many ? We need but look back 


a 


ene, 
4 little, and we ſhall find Juſtice was 
never more truly diſplay d, than has 


oftner than once appear'd under the 
Petticoat Governments. 5 


But not to be too particular, to 


trouble my Reader, nor name Names, 


which are ungenteel, and might per- 
haps, render this Treatiſe hired 
to the Ladies, let us conſider the Iuſ- 
tice of the Fair, in relation to their 
Husbands; and how they diſcharge 
themſelves when truſted with their 
Fortunes. And ] hope it will not be 
hard to produce a great many of thoſe, 
to whole Care and Induſtry, as well 
as Juſtice, are owing the Well-being 
of many Families, in all Ranks and 
Degrees; but I muſt be excuſed Par- 
ticulars in Caſes of this Nature. 


| might eaſily prove by many, nay, 

too many Inſtances, and plain De- 
monſtrations, that not only Ladies, 
but alſo Women of all Stations, have 
been, and, I am afraid, are ſtill ru» 
1 ined 


Jose, 
ined and undone, through the Injuſ-- 
tice and Extravagancy of their Huſ- 
bands; many of which are apparently 
evident, and many more would be ſo, 
were it not for the Frugality and J uſ- 
tice of the domeſtick Managers at 
Home. 


That many Families ſuffer on this 
Account, is Proof beyond all Diſpute, 
and plainly manifeſt to too many 
Beholders; and many more, whoſe 
Downfall does not yet appear, but 
thro the prudent ¶ conomy of the 
virtuous Ladies, as well as other de- 
ſerving Women, are yet unknown to 
the World, and for the Sake of whom 
may 1t ever remain a Secret. 


I tremble to think how many bau- 
dy Taverns are kept upon the Spoil 
of Families, and the Deſtruction of 
Ladies, who have frequently been 
| deceived by pretended Gentlemen, 
who have carried on their Intrigues 
by the Aſſiſtance of common Women 


of 
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of the Town. And when they have 
gained their Point, and the Lady's 
Fortune, as well as Perſon, is at the 
Sharper's Command, then, My dear 
Honey, lays he, I muſt go into my own 
Country, to look after my Eflate. 


And taking as much Money as he 
thinks fir, to ſupply his Extravagan- 
cies, leaving the deluded Lady little 
enough, he takes his Leave of her, 
committing her ro the Care of ſome 
- pretended Friend of his, with a Line 
or two how to direct to him; which 
very often proves in ſome remote Part, 
where he has ſome Correſpondence, 
without which he could never have 
compleated his Deſign. 


And, in a little Time after, he 
writes to her, as from the Place be- 
fore- mention d, with all the indearing 
Expreſſions a Hypocrite can utter; 
not failing, in the Concluſion, to de- 
fire an Anſwer ; adding withal, that if 
ſhe cannot remit him ſome Money, 

 L4 


Jose. 

he is afraid he muſt return before his 
Buſineſs is half done; for his Hou- 
ſesand Hedges, and many other Things, 
which ſhe is an entire Stranger to, is 


all out of Repair, and much more 
than he imagin d. 


And this he does only to try if ſne 
has any private Funds; well know- 
ing he has already got what Money 
could immediately be called in, accord- 
ing to the Contract of Matrimony, and 
the Nature of her Fortune, 


If either through her Inability, or 
good Conduct, he is diſappointed of 
his Requeſt, the next Time he writes, 
he gives her to underſtand, That he 
' mult come to London, and ſtay there 
till he has a freſh Recruit; when per- 
haps, all this while he has never been 
cout of it; and the Houſes and Hedges 
which he had to repair, was ſome 
Taverns, where he y ani kept his 
Rendezvous; and for a Gratuity of 
former Favours, he pays their Wine- 


Mer- 
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Merchant, repairs their Breaches, the 
Decays of the Houſe, and eſpecially 
| the Windows, which very often ſuffer 
Martyrdom. ' x 


Neither is this all, for he has ſe- 
veral Tally-men to pay, both for his 
| own Cloaths, and the Strampets who 
perſonated his Relations, and took 
upon them fictitious Names. 


Add to theſe, his Male Acquain- 
| tance, which muſt not be forgot: 
Perhaps he is one of the Nine which 
_ often live in a Garret; for the Con- 
veniencies of whom there are three 
Beds placed in fo artful a Manner, 
they can hold a Conſultation together 
when all the Houſe is quiet, and lay 
Schemes how they may catch ſome 
Lady of Fortune; who is to be Gen- 
tleman next Day, who Skip, and who 
the Coach-man. And his Turn be- 
ing at preſent ſerv d, he muſt advance 
Money to the Aſſiſtance of the reſt 
of his Fellow Death, or rather Deſtruc- 


tion- 
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tion-hunters; for ſo they may moſt 
properly be called, who {ſeldom fail 
to deſtroy the Ladies in Body and 
Eſtate ; very often bringing Rotten- 
neſs to their Bones, and draining them 
of all the Comforts the frugal Ma- 
nagement of their Fortunes would af. 


ford them. | 
All this being done, as far as his 


Caſh would reach, he according to 
his appointed Time, returns to his 
innocent Lady, with all the ſeeming 
Alacrity imaginable ; acquainting her 
how uneaſy he has been while abſent 
from her: But he had this ſecret Satiſ- 
faction, that the Improvement he was 
making of his Eſtate, would contri- 
bute to her Happineſs, as well as his 
own; and that he had only one Trip 
more to make, and then all his De- 
fires will be accompliſh'd, which 
would add no {mall Sweetneſs to his, 
and his dear Honey's Soul, 


Thus 
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Thus he ſtays, till he turns all her 
Effects into Money, or Gold; and 
laving her with a little to keep her 
alive, bids her take care of herſelf till 
he returns, and then all will be well. 


And fo indeed it will, for he never 


intends to ſee her more; and if ſhe 
has been wiſe enough to reſerve ſome- 


| thing to herſelf, from the Hands of 


him who has been ſeeking to _ her 
of all, ſhe may thankfully fit down 
and fay, it is well it is no worſe, 


However ſtrange this may ſeem to 
the innocent Ladies, I wiſh, for their 
Sakes, it was only romantick, and out 
of the Power of all the Fair Sex, to 
give a Demonſtration. But leſt we 
ſould ſtill have more of theſe melan- 


| choly Inſtances, let me with humble 


Submiſſion, intreat them to take care, 


and know well the Character of a Gen- 


tleman, before they give him any 
Place in their Affections; or any room 
| tO 


f 
to believe he is ever likely to find the 
Way to their tender Hearts, never to 
be captivated by their perſonal Ap- 

pearance, compleatneſs of Dreſs, cour- 

teouſneſs of Behaviour, fine Dancing, 
or Singing, or any other ſuperficial 
Graces whatever; tho' all Qualifica- 
tions very becoming a Gentleman, 
yet are no leſs acquir'd by them who 
daily ſeek their Deſtruction, namely, 
the common Bites of the Town, who, 
like Wolves, roaring Lyons, or De- 
vils themſelves, go about ſeeking whon 
they may devour. 


And here I would adviſe them to 
give no Encouragement to thoſe who 
are ſometimes in the Appearance of 
Perſons of Quality, and perhaps, has 
the Aſſurance as they think to ſer aſide 
all Suſpicion of their Honour, to put 
on a Star and Garter, and place them- 
ſelves in a Front, or Side-Box in the 
Play-houſe, only with a Deſign, if pol- 
ſible, to attract the Eyes of innocent 
Ladies; and if he can but come ſo 
near 
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near them, as to beg a Pinch of Snuff 
from one of them; or complement 
her with one out of his Gold- like 


Snuff} box (the Beauty of which is ow- 


ing to Mr. Pinchbeck) he will, per- 
haps, have the Good Manners (or the 
Aſſurance, which you will call it) to 


| offer his Service to conduct the Lady 


Home. And tho' ſhe has Modeſty 
enough to refuſe him, he is ſure, if he 
has no other Intrigue which is likely 
to conduce more to his Advantage, 
to keep within Sight of her, and ſee 
ker into her Houſe, tho' at a Diſtance. 
And, Fifty to one, if by one Means 


or other, he finds not a Way to pinch 


her Belly ; and either through his own 
Inſtigation, or ſome of his Fellow- 
Death and Deſtruction-hunters, does 
not take an Opportunity of carrying 
her off, marrying her, or which I had 
almoſt ſaid, is worſe, robbing her of 


her Jewels; and which is the greateſt 


of all, her Chaſtity. 


The 
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The ſame Care ought likewiſe to he 
taken even at Court; for theſe Sharp. 
ers have Friends in every Place of 
publick reſort. 


And if all this Care is to be taken 
here, there ought a great deal more 
to be taken at the Maſquerades. And 
indeed, the only Advice I can give 
them, to prevent the Impoſitions of 
a Place b a Faces are all ſo unlike 
their own, is never to frequent them. 
Humbly begging their Pardon, if they 
imagine Iam perſuading them to walk 
in an ungentee] Way: But this will 
appear no longer genteel, than it is 
grac d with their Preſence; and when 
they pleaſe, they may by their abſcond- 
ing it, deprive thoſe Wolves of this 
Opportunity of devouring the inno- 
cent Lambs; thoſe Birds of Prey, from 
the harmleſs Doves, the Touch of 
whoſe Garment will conſume the La- 
dies ſofter Raiment, as the Eagles 
_ Feathers does that of innocent Birds. 
. Give 
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Give me Leave, therefore, once 


more to exhort you, to beware of ſuch 
Cattle, as I have juſt now obſerv'd d 
and thou who art juſt, be ſo juſt to 


thy ſelf, as not to be impoſed upon 
by mere Scoundrels, who go about in 
the Habits of fine Gentlemen; and 
though they accoſt you in the moſt 
{ſmooth and gentee] Manner, gratifies 
thy Smell with Perfumes, thy Sight 
with a ſeeming good Face, as well as 
gay Apparel; attracts thy Ears witha 
muſical Voice, and feem as though 
they would worſhip you, by their wry 
Faces, and Grimaces, which they are 


| never ſparing of when in purſuit of 


their Prey ; as thou tendereſt thy Wel- 
ere, give no Regard to him, bur bid 


| him depart from thee. 


He has already given his Strength 
to Harlots, by which he muſt of Ne- 
cellity be infected; and if thou haſt 
any thing to do with him in conju- 
gal Affection, thy fine Body muſt 
conſe- 


* 


| 
| 
| 
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conſequently be corrupted by his pol- 


luted one. 


His Familiars are either Bawd, 
Pimps, or Whores ;, and if thou makeſt 
him Maſter of thy Fortune, they muſt 
be ſupported thereby, and thy fair ſelf 


become the Ridicule of his Strumpers 
Diſcourſe. 


And which is worſe ſtill, perhaps 
thou art a Lady of the moſt refin d 
Religion; whereas he has no more in 
him than a Dray-Horſe, or a wild 4ſs's 
Colt. Such Contrarieties as theſe mult 
certainly breed Diſcord to the laſt De- 
gree, and ſuch as I hope will never 


befal any of my fair and courteous 
Readers. 26. 


Now that young Ladies may be 
the better armed againſt ſuch Al- 
ſaults as I have been mentioning, 
they muſt make Choice of a prudent 
Converſation, for I would not be 

under- 
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underſtood, from what has been ſaid, 
to debar them of any innocent Com- 
pany. 


God never intended the World 


\ ſhould be a Wilderneſs ; nor the chief 


Inhabitants thereof, as barbarous Beaſts, 
to live alone lurking in their Dens. 
Monks, Nuns, and Hermits, who under 
pretence of Sanctity, ſequeſter them- 
{elves from all Society, are ſo far from 
being more holy, or better Chriſtians 
than others, that they rather ſeem to · 
have put off Human Nature, and not 
to be ſo much as Men. Unelean, 
filthy Perſons, almoſt always love to 


be in private, and very often chuſe 


neither to ſee, nor be ſeen of others. 
Birds of Prey fly alway alone; and 
ravenous Brutes come not abroad, till 
others are retired. Our very Senſes 
will tell us, that God would have 


us ſociable; and our very natural 


Voice declares the ſame unto us : 

For, was every Man to immure him- 

ſelf in his own Cell, would not our 
M Speech, 
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Speech; -and Hearing, and Sighr be in 
a great Degree loſt, as well as our 
Maker's End fruſtrated, in giving us 
thoſe Organs and Inſtruments to qua- 
lify us for Converſation 2 


Ihe Graces of good Men would 

be in a great Meaſure uſeleſs, were they 
not to deal with ſome to whom they 
might diſtribute them. 


The Law of Man hl In- 
groſſers of external Goods, and the 
Law of God condemneth Ingroſſers 
of ſpiritual Good Things. They 


who ſtudy to monopolize all to * 
felves, undo others. 


That the Wealthy may never want 
Objects of Charity, and Opportuni- 
ries of laying out and improving thoſe 
Talents which are committed to their 
Truſt, our great and wiſe Creator has 
ſo contrived it, that the World ſhall 
neyer want poor Men. | 


And 
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And again, That thoſe whio ate rich 
in Grace, may have fis Objects and 
Occaſions of employing their Gifts, 
he has no leſs thought fit to ſupply 
the World with wes. Chriſtians, | 


_ 'Tis a true Maxim, That every good 
Thing is ſo much the better as it hath 
many Sharers. Truth itſelf intimates 
as much, when he plainly declares, 
'Tis not good for Man to be alone. 


lafinite Wiſdom hath ſo diſpenſed 
his Gifts and Graces, that no Man is 
fo ſterile, but he hath ſomething where- 
with to profit others. Nor any Man 
ſo furniſh'd, and fruitful, but he ſtand- 
eth in need of others Help. 


If the Head cannot ſay to the Foot, 
have no Need of thee; much leſs 
can the Foot ſay to the Head, I have 
no Need of thee. | 
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The very greateſt Monarch in the 
whole Univerſe, who ſeems to have 
the leaſt Want, cannot ſubſiſt without 
the meaneſt Workmen, even them that 
grind at the Mill. 


Company is both comfortable and 
profitable. The Pelican avoideth otker 
Birds, and keepeth alone, but her Tone 
is always ſorrowful. 


Chriſtians walk more merrily in 
the Way of God's Commandments, 
when they have many Fellow-Tra- 
vellers. Tis a Favour to have a 
Partner, tho' even in Miſery ; and 'tis 
no {mall Eaſe and Satisfaction to have 
one to ſympathize with us in our Suf- 
ferings. | 


The Way to prevent thoſe Veſſels 
from burſting to Pieces, fill'd wich 
molt piercing Sorrows, is to give them 
Vent, by opening ourſelves to others. 


Holy 
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Holy David ſeemeth to be very 
ſenſible of this; and the Want of 
ſuch Friends, extorted theſe Expreſ- 
ſions from him; My Lovers and my 
Friends ſtand aloof from my Love; aud 
my Kinſmen ſtand afar off. 


Heman expreſſes himſelf to the ſame 
| Purpoſe, and ſighs, rather than fings _ 
to the ſame doleful Tune; Lower and 


In ſhort, many are the Benefits 
and Advantages that ariſe from good 
Companions ; but then there is as 


much Evil and Diſadvantage ariſing 
from bad ones. ET 


Many a good Chriſtian would be 
eaſily overthrown by the Storms of 
Temptations, were they ſingle and 
ſolitary, who reſiſt them with Cou- 
rage, and come off with Victory, by 
| : M 3 being 


| 
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being aſſiſted with good Companions. 
Bur chis Benefit doth not proceed 
from every Companion; ſome are 
like Coals, which inſtead of warming 
us, do only black or burn us. 4 


'Tis bent to travel alone, than 
with a Thief. As bad Humours in- 
fect the Blood, ſo evil Men with their 


Communication corrupt good Manners. 


Melancholy as it is, it is better to 
be alone, than with thoſe that lie in 
Wait for our Blood. And who in his 
Senſes will knowingly go with them, 
that will lead him into By-paths to 
his Ruin? 


God did not like that Adam ſhould 
be alone, but intended him a Compa- 
nion, yet it was ſuch a one as might 
be a Help-meet for him. Beaſts were 
not fit Companions for Adam; nor 
thoſe whom God calleth and count- 

eth Beaſts for Chriſtians, | 


J care 
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I care not for living with him that 
hath more Skill in his Meat, than his 
Mind, was the Anſwer of Cato when 
deſired of a voluptuous Wretch, that 


he might live with him. | 


Great Care ought to be taken in 
the Choice of our Companions; for 
they will either be great Helps, or 
great Hinderances, according as the 
Choice is Right or Wrong. 


We cannot converſe with any Thing, 
but it inſenſibly aſſimulates us to its 
own predominant Quality. Vaters 
vary their Tafte according to the Veins 
of the Soil through which they flide. 
Beaſts alter their Natures according to 
the Climate in which they live; and 
Men are apt to be chang d for the bet- 
ter or worſe, according to the Condi- 
tions of them with whom they con- 
verſe, 5 
| „ Our 


* 
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Our future Good or Evil, depends 
ſo much on the Election of our Com- 
panions, that it appears to be one of 


the weightieſt Actions of our whole 


Lives. 


St. Chryſoſtom obſerves : If Men, 
good and bad, be joined rogether in a 


ſpecial Band of Society, they either 


quickly part, or uſually become alike. 
It was upon this Account, that the 
Mother of Alexander, the twenty-ſ1xth 
Emperor of Rome, kept a Guard of 
Men continually about him, that vi- 
cious Perſons might not come to him 
to corrupt him. 


They who make a bad Choice, ate 
in a double Danger of Sin and Sut- 


fering. Firſt they are in Danger of 
being drawn to Sin. Tis ill, and un- 
wholſome to breathe in an infectious 
Air. Looking-glaſles that are rranſpa- 


reut and clean, are quickly obſcur d, and 


made dim with the foul Breath that 


blos 
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blows upon them. They that dwell 
in Athiopia, quickly change their 
skins into a black Colour; but no 
Athiopian changes his Skin white, 
by living in another Climate. The 
River Hypanis, famous for the Sweet- 
neſs of its Water, was poiſon'd by re- 
ceiving the bitter Waters of the Foun- 
tain Erampes. - It was with living a- 
mong them whoſe Tongues were tipt 
with ſuch Language, that Joſeph learn'd 
the Court Phraſe; that is, to ſwear by 
the Life of Pharoah. It was by aſſo- 
ciating with\ uncircumciſed Achiſh, 
that David was brought to feign him- 
ſelf frantick, and to diſſemble, as if 
he could have fought againſt God's 
Favourites, and ſheathed his Sword 
in the Bowels of his Friends. It 
was Peter's needleſsly thruſting himſelf 
among the High-Prieſts Servants, that 
made him with a Curſe, and an Oath 

to deny his Lord and Maſter. 


Men come in Time to ſpeak the 
wicked Language, and curſed Dialect 


—— 
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— of the Country, and Company in 
which they dwell. Make no Triend- 
ſoip with an angry Man, and with a 
furious Man thou ſhalt not go, faith the 
Wiſe Man. And the Reaſon why he 
gives us this Caution, is, left we ſhould 
learn his Ways, and get a Snare to our 
Souls. T is too common for the Love 
of Friends, to create a Love for their 
Faults ; and ſometimes by getting 
what we call a Friend, we get a Snare, 
The only Way to avoid the Conta- 
gion of Sin, is to avoid all needleſs 
Communication with Sinners. He 
who walks much in the Sun, is tann'd 
inſenſibly. Wicked Men are more 
likely co make us worſe, than we to 
make them better. Egypt brought 
Iſrael to offer Sacrifice to their falſe 
Gods ; but Jſrael could not bring 
Egypt to worſhip the True GoD. Lewd 
Men are continual Weights, preſſing 
down others ro Wickednels, 


Tis natural for Men to: put on the 
| Faſhions, be they never ſo wicked, of 
| TL the 
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the Country or Company wherein 
they- abide. Who lives among the 
Dutch, that doth not learn to drink; 
or in France, and are not fantaſtick ; 
or in Spain, and become not proud; 
or in Venice, that grow not lecherous? 
The Mind, like Jacob's Sheep, receives 
the Tincture and Colour of thoſe Ob- 
jects that are preſent to it. Sin is to 
the Soul as a Gangrene is tothe Body, 
which no ſooner ſeizes one Part, bur 
it quickly ſpreads and infects the other 
Parts which are near it. A little Lea- 
den leaveneth the whole Lump ; and 
eſpecially if it be the Leaven of Error, 
or Scandal, Sinners are Plague-ſores, 
that convey the Contagion to all they 
converſe with. A little Wormwood 
will bitter much Honey; and a ſmall 
matter of Gentian will make a great 
deal of bitter Infuſion. The unclean 
leprous Perſon, under the Law, tainted 
er he touch'd ; on which Ac+ 
count God would have him diſtin- 
guiſh d, by his bald Head, and his Ha- 
biration apart, that all Men ſhould . 

voi 
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void him. God forbids Iſrael to 
make a Covenant with the Canaanites, 
and what was the Reaſon of it, bur for 


fear of being corrupted by them? 


Great is the Prevalency of evil Pat- 
\ terns. Evil Precepts perſuade, but evil 
Patterns in a manner compel Men to 
ſin. Tis too common to ſin for Com- 
pany, and that bitter Cup is too much 
put about, and handed from one to 
another. Evil Company muſt at leaſt 

abate the Good in thoſe that frequent 
it, becauſe the Herb of Grace cannot 
poſſibly thrive in ſuch a cold Soil. How 
is it to be ſuppoſed that good Corn 
ſhould ever grow to Perfection, which 
is incompaſs d about with Weeds! 

What good will Cordials or Reſtora- 
tives do to the Natural Body, whilſt 
it aboundeth with ill Humours 2 Or- 
dinances and Duties can have no great 
Effect, as to our Spiritual Welfare, 
whilſt we are diſtemper'd with ſuch 
noxious Inmates, as the Converſation 


of lewd and profligate Sinners; 
Tis 


Jus tries 173 


Tis difficult beyond Expreſſion, 
to keep God's Commandments and 
evil Company at the ſame Time: 
Therefore, when David had reſolv'd 
to confine himſelf to the Love of 
them, and to live in Obedience to 
them, he thoroughly reſolves to ſhake 
off all wicked Companions: Depart 


from me ye workers of Iniquity, for I 


will keep the Commandments of my God, 


Pfalm cxix. 115. As if he had faid, 


Be it known unto you, O Sinners, 
that I have made a Covenant with the 
Almighty, and I like his Command- 
ments ſo well, that I am reſolved to 
give my ſelf up to them, and to walk 
in Conformity to them in all Things; 
which I can never do, unleſs you de- 
part; for you are like Strumpets, who 
will ſteal away the Love from the true 
Wife: I cannot do my Duty as 1 
ought, whilſt you abide in my Pre- 


lence; therefore, Depart from me ye 


workers of Iniquity, for 1 will keep the 
Commandment eee. cc 


lt 
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It would be endleſs to innumerate 
the ill Conſequences that attend the 
Convetſation of wicked Men; and 
whoever frequents their Company, are 
in Danger of ſuffering with them, 
whether they follow their Vices or no. 
The Wheat hath many a Blow for 
oy among the Chaff. The Gold 
would not be put into the Fire, was 
it not fot the Droſs with which it is 

mingled. God hates Sinners fo much, 

that even his own People being _ 
them, have ſuffered temporally with 
them. | 


Lot choſe Sodom for a pleaſant Ha- 
bitation, but what did he get by it, 
when he was captivated with its In- 
habitants, and afterwards forced to 
leave that Wealth, which drew him to 
loveit, to the deſtroying Flames. Jo- 
fab, though remarkable for his Piety, 
was not ſpared, when he joined with 

the Afſrians, but his League with them 
coſt him his Life, The very Hea- 
1 
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thens had ſome Senſe how unſafe it 


was to aſſociate with the Vicious: A 


true Inſtance of this we have when 
Bias was in a Ship among a wicked 
Crew, and a Storm ariſing, they cry d 


aloud for Mercy; he bid them held 
their Peace, and not let the Gods know 


they were there, leſt the Ship fhould 


be funk and all periſh for theit fakes. 
They who would not ſhipwreck them 
ſelves, muſt decline the Company of 
wicked Men. The Pfalmiſt durſt not 
be ſo familiar as to eat of their Dain- 
ties, nor drink of their Cups, leſt he 
ſhould fare like them. Therefore the 
only Way not to ſuffer with Men of 


an ill Character, is to take heed not 


to ſit with ther; The Choice of 
Companions will, in a gteat Meaſure, 
diſcover any ones Condition. It's'a 
Spaniſh Proverb, Dime conguiem andis 
dexirte he quiem eres ; Tell- me with 


whom. thou goeft, and J will tell thee 


what thou art. A uguſlus Cæſar found 


out the Temper of his two Daugh- 


ters, by obſerving their Company at 
- 
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a publick Shew, where much People 
were preſent ; at which his Daughter 

Livia diſcourſed with grave and pru- 
dent Senators; and his Daughter Julia 
joined with looſe and riotous Perſons. 
The Lacedemonians enquir'd after the 
Diſpoſitions of their Children ſent a- 
broad to School, and only demanded 
of their Maſters, to what Play-fellows 
they were link d; whether thoſe who 
were {tudious, or thoſe who were 
wanton and vicious. 
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But to be brief, this World; is an 

Inn, and all Men are in ſome Senſe, 
Pilgrims and Strangers in it. Here 

we are aſſured we have no abiding 

Place, therefore the Company we en- 

quire after, or delight to travel with, 

will plainly declare whether we are 

going towards Heaven or Hell. A 

wicked Man will not deſire the Com- 

pany of them who walk in a contrary 

Way ; nor a righteous Man delight in 

their Society, who go croſs their Jour- 

ney. They who walk together, arc 


ſuppo- 
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ſuppoſed c have one Will, becauſe 
they have one Way. If the Proverb 
be true, That Birds of 'a Feather flock 
toget ber, this ſhould: be an Occaſion 
for every one who. values his Charac- 
ter, to make choice of good Company. 
Magpies have no Buſineſs among Night- 
ingales; Wrens among Eagles; nor 

. Geeſe among Swans. % 


Society is very powerful and attrac- 
tive, and ſubject to draw thoſe of the 
fame Kidney together, with as ſtrong 
| an Affection and Sympathy as the 
| Load: ſtone gathers up the Needle. And 
; to ſay nothing of the Influence it has 
£ upon thoſe that Traffick abroad, doth. 
it not daily appear among the Mer- 
5 chants, Gc. upon the Royal. Exchange? 


q The Eng/iſs; Scatch, Iriſh, Dutch, and all 1 
\ flocking together in their ſeveral Walks; 
- ſometimes conferring wich one ano- 


J ther, about buying and ſelling their 
L Goods; and ſometimes ſpreading falſe 
4 News, in order to raiſe their own 

: Stocks. Tis equally the ſanie among 
3 N 
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Lawyers every Term at Neſiminſter- Hall, 

who get their Living by it. And it 
may juſtly be ſaid to couch a Reflec- 
tion upon our Diviſions, Factions, 
and Parties: Some people go to 
Church, ſome to the Conventicle, and 
others are above going to either; as 
if there were no God at all to be 
worſhipped : And fo Birds of a Fea- 
ther flill flock together, as long as they 
rer 

es on 


From what has been ſaid, it plainly 
appears, Men may be juſtly ſuppoſed to 
be luch as they themſelves chuſe to con- 
verſe with : And from whence Perſons 
of all Ranks and Degrees may learn 
to pay a due Reſpect to their Supe- 
riors, as well as keep their Inferiors at 
a diſtance. © How ſcandalous would 
it be for Lords to mix themſelves 
with their Servants; or Ladies to be 
familiar with their Pages? And nei- 
ther is it tolerable that ſuch mean 
Fellows ſhould either inſult their Maſ- 
ters, or abuſe their Miſtreſſes. Tis 
„„ Wo 1 i very 
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very indiſcreet in a young Lady, to 
make her ene FI much her 
Favourite, as to become Hail Fellow, 
well met. In ſhort, tis a Scandal 
for Perſons of Quality to keep Com- 
pany with Scoundrels on any _ 
count. except in Caſes of Neceſſity; 
beenüle it often breeds ill Blood in 
Families. Whores and Rogues will 
meet- together ſtill, notwithſtanding all 
that the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners can do to prevent them. And 
to ſay nothing of the Goſſips who 
backbite their Neighbours, there's a Soci- 
ety of Harpers, a Society of Newgate- 
Birds, a Society of Anythingarians, a 
Society of Occaſional Conformifts, and a 
Society of Dog- ſtealers. What is more 
common than to meet with a Knot 
of Knaves got together at Nine: pins 
in Publick, or at All- Fours in Pri- 
vate? A Pack of Rakes at a Tavern, 
or a Pack of Gameſters at the ee 
Porter's, Who, like Birds of Prey, at- 
tend the Carcaſes of the Cullies, and 

all pen, and am'cably agree in 
N 2 the 
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the Decoy: One Fop admires ano- 
ther; one Fool loyes the Company of- 
another; and one Blockhead is plea- 
ſed with the Aſſurance, Conceit, and 
Affectation of another. Some Men 
chuſe to live in Wedlock; ſome chuſe 
to live upon the Common; ſome de- 
light to keep Miſtreſſes, and others 
keep Men: Some Women get their 
Bread by obliging of Men; and which 
is worle ſtill, ſome Men live by obli- 
ging one another. | 


CHAP VII. 


Mie, Epucarion.” 


TY 7 OED N this it is da the Happil 
1 neſs and Miſery of moſt 
in a great Meaſure depend. 
Buy Education, I do not mean 
* which they ought to have in- 
ſtill'd into them from their Infancy; 

our Church has already furniſh'd us 
with Rules 1 8 = that Pur- 


. 15 Wo is any. But my | 
preſent Buſineſs is to ſhew, as far as 


lies in my Power, what young Ladies 
3 are 
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are to be employ'd in, to render them 
leaſt obnoxious to Temptation, and moſt 
conformable to, or moſt becoming the 
End of their Creation; moſt condu- 
cive to their Being, and Well-being 
in this World, and moſt likely to en- 
title them to Happineſs i in the World 
to come. 


"Mi us look into the ft Chapter 
of Proverbs, and 2d Verſe, and ob- 
ſerve the Expreſſions of King Solomons 

Mother, concerning her Son's Edu- 
(vans. © 


N har my Son 7 and what the Son of 
my Womb, and what the Son oy my 
Vows f &c. 


This virtnous Queen * the 
moſt natural Sentiments of her Soul, 
with no ſmall Eagerneſs, and Vehe- 
mence of Paſſion, and Affection for 

her Son; with the molt preſſing 
Earneſtneſs of Concern for his Prot- 
perity, and Welfare for the Time to 
come. 
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come. Hear your Mother, my Love and 
Delight, and give Ear unto her with the 
moſt diligent Attention.” I hat, my 
dear Child, my only Son, a the fole 
Heir to your Father's Glory, as well as 
Eſtate ! The Child that I carefully bare 
of my own Body ! The Child of my Vows, 
Prayers and Deſires, whom. ] begg d of 
God to give me as the greateſt Bleſſing 
from Heaven! I know. not how to ex- 
preſs the Care and Tenderneſs I have 
for your ſacred Per ſon, as well as good 
Education. And, O that I bad Words 
ſufficient to inſtrułt your tender Mind in 
all Manner of Virtues, that ſo you might 
be made happy according to the full 

Extent of, my Wiſhes ! = 0 


And indeed, this Exhortation ſhould 
be ufed by all Parents to their Chil 
dren» What greater Comfort can 
any Parent ask, than to imitate the 
Virtues of cheir Fathers or Mothers; 
and, as they grow up, to learn true 
Wiſdom and Religion, by their glo- 
nous Examples. by 


N 4 
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As if this Queen had ſaid, I was 
confined i ſome Months in carrying 
you in my Womb, and underwent no 
ſmall Pain in bringing you into this 
World: I have ſuffer'd natural Hard- 
ſhips of Body, as well as political Pains 
of Mind, for your ſafe delivery: Which 
conſider d, what Requeſt can you 
deny, Great Sir! born to Empire and 
Dominion: For whom! ſent ſo many 
Petitions to Heaven, before ever you 
ſaw the Face of the Earth; and for 
whom I will not ceaſe to continue my 
Devotion, that you may live to be a 
Man; a wiſe and gracious King, ac- 
compliſh'd with the moſt Princely En- 
dow ments, and Divine Excellencies; 
ſo that ar laſt you may becrown'd with 
univerſal Renown, the greateſt Ap- 
plauſe, and moſt everlaſting Acclama- 
tions of ſoy, when you come to 
take Poſſeſſion of your legal and royal 
Sceptre, and your paternal Kingdoms. 
Hearken ro my Advice then, which 
will the better qualify you to aſcend 


OY 


the 
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the Throne of your Anceſtors, with 


the leaſt popular n or Re- 
flection. "oe 


Theſe, or ſuch paſſionate Prey 
ſions of Love, are ſuppoſed | by ſome 
Writers to, flow from the Moth of 
Queen Bath ſbeba, with an Intent to 
reclaim her Son Solomon, when the 
perceiv d in him ſome vicious Indlina- 
tion, by which he ſtagger d his Mau- 
| hood, by taking ill Coles: and delight- 

ing in the Converſation of lewd and 
diſſolute Women. But it is more pro- 
bable ſhe began this in his Infancy; 

and that me did not fail giving it 
him, during his innocent and un- 
tainted Years; before he could pol- 
fibly be corrupted by either filthy 
Thoughts, wicked Words, or worſe 

Actions. And out of Tenderneſs and 
Concern for his well- doing and livin 


virtuouſly in the World, fhe lays be- 
fore him in his Minority, tires or 
four of the moſt momentous Precepts 
of Human Life, as well as the moſt 


Foe. 
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proper for 2 Prince ; hoping he might 
continue to practiſe them ng leſs faith 
fully in his Majority, as never to for- 
get his Duty either to God or Man 


afterwards. 


Aud Fane excellent and — Was 
this her Expoſtulation, Here, is the 
molt remarkable Paſhon of a a loving 
Mother, wrought, up to che highel! 
Pitch ob Pathology, as well as the = 
feeling Eloquence. And this is no 


| tel a tender and preſſing Repetition 


of a natural Duty incumbent upon 
Mothers, in all Ranks and Degrees, 
from che higheſt to the loweſt, a0 no 
leſs plauſibly inculcated in behalf of 
heir Children, to give them good 
Education; and to ſeaſon their younger 
Years with everlaſting Principles of 
moral Honeſty and Virtue, as. well as 
Religion. And indeed, a pious and 
inſtructive Mother, is a compleat Vo- 
lume of Viztug aud Goodneſs to her 
obſervant Children 3 and they need no 


aper Book to leaen em perfectly ” 
Lel- 


$ 
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Leſſons to the utmoſt Degree of Duty, 
15 well as Devoutneſs and Obedience. 


From hence appears che Neceſſity 
of preparing for the early Education 
of Children; and that it is never 100 
ſoon for them to learn good. uſtruc- 
tion is as neceſſary as Nutrition, or 
their daily Food 3 the one to ſupport 
Life, the other to adorn it, or make 
it eaſy and happy. No leſs Care 
ſhould be taken in bringing them up, 
than is taken in bringing them Gech. 
Nature of itſelf is blind and dull, or 
at the beſt but dim-fighted; and there- 
fore muſt needs be poliſhed by Art 
to enlighten it. It is like a barren 
Held that wants cultivating, which ne- 
ver grows better without Tillage. Tis | 
this that prevents the growing of Tares, 
as well as Briars, Thorns, Thiſtles, or 
any other Weeds, or noxious Plants. 
The beſt Natural Parts are of them- 


ſelves imperfect without Learning. 


Tis good Diſcipline, and acquired 
Knowledge, that muſt bring us co 
1 „ 
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any great Perfection. There are no 
{urer Foundations of Virtue and Ho. 
nour, or of our future Happineſs, than 
may be laid in our Cradles, and raiſed 
up in the Arms of our Nurſes. Ply- 
tarch obſerves, the Beginning, Mid- 
dle, and End of a;happy Life conſiſt. 
eth in good Education, It keep: 
Youth from Diſobedience, preſeryes 
them from Corruptions, and prevent: 
their contracting ill Habits. 


But, to be more Particular in re- 
lation to the young Ladies; who ha- 
ving made Choice of ſome purdent 
Conyerſation, the next Thing they 
are to purſue, in order to their Pre- 
ſervation, is ſome innocent Employ, 
of which there are many. And as! 
am firſt to obſerve thoſe in a ſuperior 
Rank, I would willingly adapt to 


them what is moſt becoming them, 


as well as ingenious and worth their 
Time. The firſt of which is to be 


oiven to the Offices of Piety, whichin 


this Place I ſhall barely mention; in 
os the 


er 


E Duc AT ION. 189 


the Intervals of which there are divers 
others, by which they may not un- 
uſefully. fill up the Vacancy of their 
Time. Now, among many others, 
| would recommend Needle-work, 
Writing, Languages, Mufick,,and mode- 
nte Dancing; but more particularly the 
ant of Oeconamy, and Houſbold Ma- 
nagery 3 as being a Buſineſs moſt pro- 
per for their Sex; and though they 
are never ſo wealthy and great, the 
Knowledge of it will be of excellent 
Uſe to them; and the Theory of it 
in their Fathers Houſe, will 11 5 of 
ſingular Service when they come to 
their own. 


There are many more Parts of Know- 
ledge, uſeful for Civil as well as Di- 
vine Life, the Improvement of which 
is a rational Employment. I ſhall 
not particularize any of them, but 
leave it td every one's Choice to em- 
ploy themſelves in which are moſt a- 
greeable to their Genius, or conducive 
to their Inclinations. 


But | 
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But there are {ſome Mothers who 
would willingly be thought careful 
and indulgent, and yet very V rarely ſend 
their Children to School, except that of 
Vancing; and ſuch as Writing, Read. 
ig, Accounts, Needle-work, and other 
commendable Employments, as well as 
the Rudiments of Religion, or Inſtruc- 
tions of the Fundamentals of Chriti. 
anity, are quite laid aſide by them: 
Theſe are by no Means to be imita- 
red. And tho' Dancing, of itſelf, be 
a very | commendable, gentcel Qua- 
lification, for either young Ladies, 
ot Gentlemen; and, I think, I may 
venture to ſay, perfectly innecent, 
yet it may, like many other inno- 
cent Things, be made ſinful. And 
hope moſt of both young and old 
Ladies in this Age, have too great a 
Value for the Education of their Heads, 
than to ſpend: all their Time in the 
Inſtruction of-their Heels. * Nothing 
1 think is more genteel, than to {ec 
a fine Lady, and a Gentleman dance 
together; ; nor any Thing more beco- 


ming, 
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one's Choice, whether they will dance 
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ming, than to keep Time with a muſical 
Inſtrument. St. John the Baptiff loſt 
tis Head, I know, at a Dancing-Bout ; 
and I am perſuaded, he would nor 
have fav'd it, if there had never been 
any Dancing in the World. 1 ſuppoſe 
this was not without Muſick neither; 
and if that be ſtill commendable; why 


5 EEE i 


moderate -Performance of which, as 
other innocent ones, are in ſome Mea- 
: , e 


I could fay a great deal more in ei- 
ther the Praiſe, or Diſpraiſe of Dan- 
cing, but, as I ſuppoſe this Treatiſe 
may come into the Hands of Ladies, 


and others of different Opinions, leſt 
| ſhonld offend any of my Readers, 


and eſpecially in fo trifling an Arti- 


. 


cle as Dancing, 1 ſhall leave it to every 


Or 


\ 
: \ 
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or no; only begging, they that uſe 
it, may not abuſe it, by ſpending too 
much Time, either in learning it, or 
purſuing ir, when learn d. 


But I am inform'd of another Sort 
of Mothers, and 1 am very ſorry for 
the Ladies ſakes to hear it, that actu- 
ally infuſe ill Principles into their Chil- 
dren ; and which concerns me more, 
ſtill it is mote particularly levell'd a- 
gainſt the Females; and that inſteadof 

Virtues, they bring them up to nothing 
but ſome barren or baſe Obſervations 
of the Tea-Table ; fo that by their bad 
Examples, there they are often gollp: 
ping, back- biting, and diſturbing the 
Peace of their Neighbourhood, over 
that unhealthful Liquor (as my Author 
calls it) where all the falſe Stories of 
the Town comes to be ſcandaloully 
recounted with Ridicule, Banter, and 
Barbarity, while they are immoderately 
drinking their hot or cold Tea, to the 
great Dettiment and Defamation of 
abſent Perſons, as well as the Prej wc: 
* oy 
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both of the Publick, and their own 
private Welfare: And that all ſuch 
Goſſips are eſteem'd either the great- 
eſt Inventors of Slander, or the verieſt 
Rehearſers of Lies. And, in the mean 


Time, the Children have no better Leſ- 
ſon but only to take Care of the Si. 


der Kettle, the Golden Pot, and the 


China Diſhes, as they would of their 
Lives; for fear of breaking them, and 


ſouring their immoral Converſation 
the next Merry-mecting at Breakfaſt. 


But I hope better Things from all 
my courteous Readers, and that com- 
mon Fame may prove a common 
Liar. But to be a little Particular 
upon the Tea-Table, 


The Tea-Table, ſimply conſider d, 
is altogether harmleſs, and the right 
Managing it is a becoming Qualifica- | 
tion for a young Lady; and as the 
Theory of other Domeſtick Virtues 
are enough for her tender Years, it is 
tequiſite ſhe ſhould be skill'd in tho 

. Prac- 
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Practice of this. Care and Diligence 
are every one's Duty, and can there be 
any thing more worthy a young Lady's 
Care, and good CEconomy, than a 
Silver Tea-kettle, or a Gold Pot ? Is 
any one's Hands more fit to handle 
China Diſhes, than the ſoft ones of 2 
fair Lady? Could any Liquor be more 
becoming her Innocency, than that 
innocent one of Tea? Can any Ban- 
quet be more becoming her Sweet- 
nels, than that Tea ſweetned with fine 
| Loaft-Sugar ? Can any thing be leſs 
prejudicial to a Family, than the mo- 
derate Uſe of it? And it is fo far 
from detrimenting the Publick, that 
it redounds to their Advantage. Doth 
not many .a one get an honeſt Liy- 
ing, by buying and ſelling it? And, 
as I before obſerved, many a Tradeſ- 
man gets by his Wife's frugal Ma- 
naging it, and many more are employ d 
to make and ſell the Ingredients, or 
Utenſils belonging to it. And, to 
name no more, does not the Mariners 
get immenſe Sums by it > And it is 
| 3 
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of no {mall Advantage to ſome Mer- 
chants. 


But then, ſay ſome, there is a great 
deal of Goſſipping over the Tea-Table ; 
and, which is worſe, falſe Storics, and 
Railing againſt their Neighbours. And 
all] can ſay for that, is to deſire them to 
leave them off; or atleaſt refrain the Uſe 
of them at that Place which I would 
have preſer v d for the virtuous and fine 
Ladies, who can find Diſcourſe more 
agreeable to it. And if they will not 
be admoniſhed, but perſiſt in their 
Icregularities in the Abuſe. of it, I 
will do what lies in my Power, for 
others who . are, deſerving of it, to 
have all thoſe who are not ſo, exclu- 


ded. fr om it. 


But to be more ſerious: If any 
Place of Reſort muſt be deemed ill, 
becauſe wicked People frequent them, 
and to talk of Things not only in- 
decent, and contrary to their In- 


tent, but alſo unhecoming Chriſtians, 


O 2 in 
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in any Place, we may, at this Rate, 
rail againſt the Structure of St. Paul's 


Church, becauſe there are many Aſ- 


ſignations made, which I am afraid 
are not always the beft. I know 
there's a Difference between a Place 


dedicated to Divine Service, and one 


that is ſimply of itſelf, neither Good 
nor Evil : But the Argument will hold 
equally good for them both, only ta- 
king the one in a Spiritual Senſe, and 


the other in a Moral. But admit Tea. 


drinking were laid aſide, and there were 
no more refort to the Tea-Table, yet 
Tatlers would be Tatlers ſtill; and 
they would no Jeſs inveigh againſt their 
Neighbours over any other Liquor : 
But tis very probable they might get 


2a Habit of drinking ſomething chat 


might occaſion them to rail more. 
Bur I muſt beg Leave to be more 
ſerious ſtil] upon the Education of the 
young Ladies: For; according to the 
wile Sentiments of the Philoſophers 


of old, as well as our modern Di- 


. . 
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vines, it is the chief Foundation for 
their future Happineſs : And it is the 
oreateſt Duty of Chriſtian Parents, 
next to their own everlaſting Salva- 
tion. Children ought to be trained 
up to Learning, Religion, and Mo- 
rality : For as they are brought up, 

ſo will they end their Days, according 
to the Holy Scriptures, either miſera- 
bly Vicious, or happily Virtuous, in 

the End of their Lives. As the Plant 
15 impregnated at firſt, ſo will the 
Tree prove afterwards, and accord- 

ingly produce the ſame Fruit. There- 

| BW fore Inſtruction will be abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary for the Melioration of Nature, 


5 as well as rectifying their Manners. 
a b 2 
˖ 1ſt, By ſnewing them how to ho- 
nour, worſhip, and glority God, who 
ſuffers no Evil to go unpuniſh'd, thro' 
e his ſpecial Grace and Favour, which 
0 muſt always be implored either for 
e their Aſſiſtance in the one, or Preſer- 


vation as to the other, in all their 
- Undertakings and Performances. 
3 1 WJ 4 2aly, 
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2dly, By teaching them how to 
to tranſport their Love of Temporal 
Things, as Honour, Beauty, Riches, 
Pleaſure, and the like, ro that of eter- 
nal Satisfactions, with Contempt, 
in Compariſon of Wiſdom, Know- 
ledge, and Virtue; which can only 
entitle them to true Tranquility in 
their Life-time, and permanent Glory 
alter. 125 . 


3dly, By letting them know, thro 
other Men's Misfortunes, how to ſhun 
the Dangers of Vice and Diſobedience, 
in Pride, Luſt, Idleneſs, or keeping 
ill Company, at the Peril of their own n 
Souls and Bodies ; that they may im- 
print upon their pliant Hearts, a be- 
coming Modeſty, and Humiliation of 
Spirit; which is the only Preſervative 
againſt ſuch juvenile Contagions, ot 
Corruptions of Virtue, 


athly, By infuſing int their Vir 
gin-Minds, the moſt pure Precepts of 
Pru- 
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Prudence and Piety; how to avoid 
Luxury or Prophaneneſs in Diſcourſe, 
uncivil Choler, unmannerly Paſſion, 
or Impatience in Converſation, where- 

by their Behaviour may be deemed 
not only diſhoneſt and difagreeable, 


but allo diſingenuous and diſhonoura- 


ble. 


5thly, By ſetting before their Eyes, 
the good and bad Examples of Virtue 
and Vice, in reading true Hiſtories 3 
that they may learn to follow the 
former, and forſake the latter, for 
their own Welfare, Proſperity, and 
Preſervation ; according to the Rules 
of good Breeding, and genteel Beha- 
viour ; and, in all likelihood, wor- 
thy the Imitation of their Youth, 


And laſily, By informing their Un- 
derſtandings, in giving them the belt 
Leſſons of Induſtry, Diſcretion, and 
Frugality : How their Bodies were natu- 
rally formed for Labour, as well as fra- 
med for Pleaſure, that they may thereby 

= 09 4 | under- 
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undertake ſome profitable Employ- 
ment of getting their Bread by 
their honeſt Endeavours, and make 
their Lives happy to Poſterity. Ad- 
monition is no leſs neceſſary for their 
better Inſtrntion. Youth is active, 
vehement and vigorous, but very apt 
to Rumble on the Threſhold of 
' Virtue, for want of good Advice. 
They are giddy-brain'd and forget- 
ful, and muſt be often told of 
their Duty. To make them tread 
their Paths aright, according to their 
glorious Anceſtors, their Steps muſt 
be inculcated in their Minds. Promi- 
ſes are no Jeſs proper Motives for 
their Applications to Learning : They 
are the moſt powerful and perſuaſive 
Argument to Goodneſs, Nothing 
draws Youth more to the Study of 
Glory than Commendation. The 
Holy Scripture abounds with Incou- 
ragements of this Nature. God him- 
ſelt promiſes Eternal Life and Happi- 
nels, for the Reward of their Perſe- 
verance in Juſtice, Uprightneſs, and 
2 Inte- 
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Integrity. Horace preſſes a young 
Man to go on with Joy, whether he 
is led by the Vein of Virtue, promi» 
ſing he ſhall reap the Advantage of 
his induſtrions Deſerts. Plautus ſtis 
pulates the ſame extraordinary Re- 
compence of his Labour and Lucu- 
brations. Nothing is more neceſſary 
than Praiſes and Threatnings, if diſ- 
creetly made uſe of, for the Education 
of Children, either as a Terror to 
Evil, or a Titillation to good Works. 
Children expects to be commended 
when they do well, as an Incourage- 
ment of doing and deſerving to do 
better. Ovid obſerves, that Glory 
gives Vigour to the Mind; and the 
love of Praiſe makes the Heart reſo- 
lutely ready to undertake Wonders. 
Quintilian adviſes, that induſtrious 
Youth may be exceedingly praiſed for 
their laudable Improvements, and the 
dlothful ignominiouſly diſpraiſed for 
their ſordid Negligences, or Obſtinacy. 
And if all this will not do to make 
them mend their Lives, nor induce 

7} them 
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them to put in Practice the good Ad- 
monitions that are given them, then 
good Diſcipline, diſcreet Correction, 
or ſevere Chaſtiſement, muſt be ex- 
erciſed to reform their diſingenuous 
Childhood. By all which it appears, 
that the chief End of their Studies 
muſt be ſtrictly regulated by their Su- 
perior's Directions. 


Ariſtotle does not only recommend 
in general, but particularly preſcribes, 
that all Children of the moſt ordinary 
Capacity ſhould diligently learn Gram- 
mar, Bodily Exerciſe, Muſick and Paint. 
ing; becauſe, without Grammatical 
Knowledge, he affirms, no Buſineſs 
can be well done, which depends upon 
Speaking, Reading, and Writing exactly, 
fit for common Dealing, and modern 
Commerce. | 7] 


I There are ſome manly Studies, only 

fir for Males; but why ingenious Fe- 
males ſhould be abridg'd of any Sort 
of Learning, Languages, or Philoſo- 


phy 


17 


75 


ED VUCAT TON. 203 
phy, I cannot fee any great Reaſon 


can be alledged for it, fave only an 


ill Cuſtom. Have not they the ſame 
rational Souls, as good natural Parts, 


and as quick Underſtandings as moſt 


of Men ? Certainly if any thing could, 
this would make them better Women, 
and more able to maintain their Re- 


ligion, which our maſculine Atheiſts 


ſay, is owing to their Impotence; and 
that it is only an Impoſition upon their 


eaſy and credulous Tempers, on which 


Account they are pleaſed to allow them 
the Incloſure of it; wherein they ſuf- 
ficiently ſhew their Contempt of Pi- 
ety; and at the ſame Time give a 
oreater Honour to their Sex, than they 


intend, by confeſſing it more capable 


of Aſſimilation to the Supreme Good- 
neſs, and of the renewal of God's 
Image; for to that all Piety is deſign d. 


I fay, Learning, join'd to thoſe 
two ſenſible Paſſions of Fear and Love, 
of which the Female Sex are ſo emi- 
nent for their Pungency, would enable 

e a 
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them to vindicate the Practice of their 
Religion, beyond the Cavils of all the 
daring Atheiſts, and convince all Fools 
of their Error, who ſay in their Heart, 


„ 


there is no God, 


I could name ſeveral of the antient 


Philoſophers, who not only commends 


this Practice, but taught it to their 
Female Children themſelves: But I 


fear I have dwelt too long upon this 


Subject already, ſo I ſhall ſay a Word 
or two in relation to Muſick, and ſo 
conclude this Head. Muſick will highly 
conduce to their Satisfaction, as well 


as ſerve to ſolace, or recreate their Minds 
after the Fatigue of either their Heads 


or Bodies, with its innocent Mirth, 
and reviving Harmony. Mufick is by 
ſome called, the Voice of Love. It is 
what the Learned and pious Biſhop 
Beveridge preferr d before all other Re- 
creation; and concludes, That there 


muſt be ſomething extraordinary in 
it, by holy David's making Uſe of it, 


to drive the evil Spirit from Saul, and 
bring 


# 
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bring the good one upon himſelf. And 
when this holy King ſeems to be in 
the utmoſt Tranſports of Praiſes, he 
recommends to us all Manner of 


Muſic k . 


I might ſay a great deal more in 
the Recommendation of Muſicł, but! 
conſider they who like it, will need 
nothing to perſuade them to it; and 
| they who like it not, may, if they 
pleaſe, let it alone: For ſince it can- 
not be call'd a Duty incumbent upon 
Chriſtians, I ſhall not pretend to con- 
ſtrain any one to the frequent Uſe of 
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Of her R E LIGEHO N. : 


IE O ME derive Religion "Ry 
at B's Relegando to remove or ſe- 
ver from one. Some from 
* Relegendo to read again, of 
gather together again, Some from Re- 
ligando to tye hard or to bind faſt. And 
others from Relinquendo, to leave, or 
zo forſake. All which are pertinent 
enough to Religion; but not to trou- 
ble my Reader with any farther Ex- 
planation of theſe Words, which 
would be very little to my preſent 


Purpoſe. I ſhall rather take it in the 


Senſe the Learned Biſhop Beveridge 
takes 
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takes it in; that is, to worſhip the 
true God in a true Manner, There 
is a certain Thing, called Religion, 
* going up and down the World, as 
© one obſerves, which how dreſſed ſo- 
© ever it be, loſeth not its Being. He 
© who is an Infinite Good, as well | 
© as an Infinite God; who is Infi= . 
© nite in Attributes, as well as Infi- * 
© nite. in Eſſence; and who hath 
Bowels of Mercy, as well as Beams 
of Glory, hath not left it without 
a Witneſs more or leſs, ſooner or 
later, living or dying. The Reaſon, 
© faith Baſil, why Julian, and all other 
* Apoſtates ſlight it, is, becauſe they 
do not underſtand it. And I think 
1 may venture to ſay, the Reaſon why, 
they do not underſtand it, is, for want 
of practiſing it. Moſt of the Learned, 

if not all, have found, that the Notion 
of God and Religion, is the ſirſt en- 
graven in, and the laſt defaced, out of 
the Minds of Men. The Sacred 
Scripture proves its own Divinity. 
The Chriſtian Religion, as Juſtinian, _ 
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© the Civilians truly ſay, is the Ge- 
neral and Univerſal Law of Na- 
tions. And the moſt barbarous 
People in the World, have often 
made Laws to put ſuch to Death, 
© as denied all Religion.” But where 
the moſt refined one ſhould be moſt 
_ predominant, there are no ſuch Laws; 
fo that the Enemies of it have Liberty 
not only to deny it, but barefaced]y 
to ridicule it with the Satyr of the 
molt diabolical and blaſphemous Pen. 
And indeed, thoſe who pretend tobe 
Profeſſors of it, ſeem to be content 
with the bare Profeſſion, leaving the 
Practice of it to thoſe who are leaſt 
able to defend it; ſuch as poor, illi- 
terate Men, or weak Women; as tho 
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it were below, or unbecoming their 


Parts and Learning; or as if they were 
too witty to ſuffer themſelves to learn 
the Fear of God, which is the trueſt 
Wiſdom, and to depart from Iniquity, 
which is their greateſt Underſtanding. 


"ol 
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Atheiſm is a Sin che Devil himſelf 
is not guilty of; and Time will come 
when all muſt confeſs the Being of a 


God; and thoſe who deny him under 


the Enjoyment of his Bleſſings, mult 
be forced ro own him when they go 


hence; for into the Place where they 


are going, there is not one Atheiſt, 


Whoever heard of an Atheiſt in Hell? 


Or whoever read of a Devil, that doth 
not fear and tremble ? Alas! his Faith 
is but a very {laviſh one, but better it 
is than none at all; and tho' I can 


| ſcarce call a ſervile Faith a ſaving one, 


yet tis very poſſible it may lead us to 
it. A Servant who has no Love for 


his Maſter, may, thro' Fear, do his 


Maſter's Buſineſs, on which Account 
his Maſter may ſhew him ſome Marks 
of Reſpect; which the Servant no 
ſooner perceives, but he is conſtrained 
to Love, and fo willingly obeys his 
Commands, as much out of pure 


Love, as he did before out of a fla- 
viſh Fear: And if this holds good in a 


'F | Moral 
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Moral Senſe, I ſec no Reaſon why it 
ſhould not as well be ſo in a Divine 


Ole. 


To treat of all the Branches of Religion 
is not at all agreeable to my preſent Un- 
dertaking, becauſe I. have already 
treated upon ſome; neither would it 
be neceſſary, ſince there are ſo many 
Treatiſes extant on the ſame Subject: 
Vet I ſhall, the more cloſely to adapt 
it to my Female Readers, obſerve c 
Property Women have to it, not 
only as it is their Advantage, but be- 
cauſe they have ſomewhat more of 
Pre- diſpoſition towards it in their na- 
tive Tempers. God's Laws, which 
are the Rule of Piety, have this com- 
mon with Men's, that they are inforced 
upon us both by the Propoſals of Pu- 
niſhments and Rewards, by which 
Means two of our moſt ſenſible Paſ- 
ſions are engag d, Fear and Lowe; of 
both which, as! before obſerved, the Fe- 
males are eminent for their Pungency, 
and conſequently better prepar'd 0 

a the 
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the Impreſſions of Religion. And 
notwithſtanding all the atheiſtical gan- 
ters, they have ſo little Reaſon to be 
aſham'd of them, as the Author of 
the Ladies Calling obſerves, That 
they ought rather to glory in them, 
| © and molt gratefully to celebrate the 
| © Goodneſs of God, who as he brings 
© Light out of Darkneſs, ſo converts 
© © their natural Infirmities into a Means 


to ſpiritual Strength, makes the Im- 
i © porency ot their Nature ſubſervient 
l © tothe Operation of Grace, and by 
- | © conlecrating their very Paſſions makes 


even thoſe Gibeonites ſerviceable to 
the Tabernacle: But then they are 
© to remember, the greater is their Ob- 
ligation to comply with this Deſign 
of God's, to let their Paſſions run 
in the Chanels he has cut for them; 
ſo to confine their Fear and Love to 
ſpiritual Object, that they may make 
no inordinate Eru ptions to any thing 

© elſe. 5 
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The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning 
of Wiſdom, and the great Foundation 
of all thoſe abovemention'd Virtues in 
this Eſſay ; Virtues which are not at 
all in thoſe who have no devour Senſe 
of their Maker, or elſe ſuch as are very 
imperfect, varying as their ſeveral Paſ- 
ſions over-rule their Minds, ſway their 
Spirits, gratify their Fancies, or govern 
their Inclinations. But a religious 
Lady delights wholly in the Divine 
Law, and ſincerely profeſſes this reli- 
gious Fear to ſuch a Pitch, that ſhe 
values herſelf for nothing ſo much as 
her Devotion in the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, of which ſhe herſelf is the live- 
lieſt Ornament; inſomuch that her 
Virtues recommend Religion to others, 
and Religion itſelf is honour'd by her 
ire Vinmnes.. 


Her pious Example makes others 
Proſelytes; and they cannot but praiſe 
her for her Converſation. This Fear 
is not only the Beginning of all Wiſ 

| > dom, 
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dom, but likewiſe the orand Founda- 
tion of all Religion, as well as the Con- 


ſummation of Faith, Hope, and Charity, 


in fall Perfection. 


Away then, with all dubious Deifts, 
or atheiftical Eternalizers of Matter, 


- which was made out of nothing. It 


is a flat Contradiction in Terms, that 


any thing ſhould make itſelf; who then 


can be ſo fooliſh, as to deny the Being 
of a God? Woman may very juſtly 
be ſaid to ſerve her Maker much bet- 
ter than Man, as hath been proved al- 
moſt in every Page of this Book ; 
and not only by that, bur alſo by the 
Holy Scripture itſelf : Nay, which is 
more ſtill, thoſe who take all imagina- 
ble Pains to cavil againſt her, ac- 
knowledge her to have a great deal 
more Religion in her than Man. 
Theſe are the Words of him who pub- 
liſh'd a Book called, The Art of know- 
ing Women : And indeed, if I am any 
Judge in the Caſe, he ſeems to know 
very little more of them than what 
TY - => 
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he has jnſt now mentioned. It would 
not at all be material, in this Place, 
fully to Anſwer this monſtrous Piece 
of Railery ; but to let the Fair Sex ce 
how they are trampled upon by thoſe. 
who ought to adore them, and withal 
that they may not be caſt down by 
the Calumnies and Banters of ill-na- 
rur'd, ill- principled Men, who, per- 
haps, may be called Wits, by thoſe of 
as uncharitable Diſpoſitions as them- 
ſelves; I fay, to let the Ladies ſee 
how they are impoſed upon in this 
moſt ridiculous Treatiſe, as well as 
to ſhew them the Author's Weak- 
neſs, I ſhall give a ſhort Narrative 
how he proceeds, and this briefly as 1 


Can. 


He pretends to repreſent their Vir- 
tues and Vices under twenty Heads, 
- which would not be proper to particu- 
larize in this Place. In the Conclu- 
ſion of his Title-Page, he calls his Book, 
A Satyrical Collection; and a very pro- 
per Name indeed. In his * 
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of the Idea's of Woman, he tells us, 
She is an Evil which is become ab- 
| ſolutely neceſſary to him. Thus he 
charges the Almighty with making 
an Evil, when he himſelf ſaw that all 
the Creation was good. Next, to ſhew 
his own Weakneſs, he acknowledges 
himſelf a Slawe to her: To prove 
which, after ſome French Words pur 
into Verſe, becauſe he has no more to 
ſay to the Purpoſe, he goes into Spain 
for a Saying, which none but himſelf 
would go over the Door-threſhold for. 
The Words in Engliſh are as follows: 


Ilan is Fire, Woman Jou, 
Satan flill at Hand to blow. 


He concludes his firſt Chapter 
with another Story from Spain, which 
gives us an Account of another Spa- 
niard's beating his Wife with a Rope s- 
End; and this is what he calls, giving 
4 Woman Rope enough. N 


1 Next 
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Next he makes uſe of ſeveral ficti- 
tious Names, that he may not* want 
Objects to level his own Vices upon. 
Then he lays Falſood upon one, Hatred 
upon another; Envy and Malice on ano- 
ther; Covetauſneſs on another; Breach 
of Secrecy on another: And ſo he goes 
on, till it plainly appears he is guilty of 
all thoſe Crimes he charges them with. 
He has already acknowledg'd Impiety 
not to be a Female Vice, and now _ 
he tells you, They go 7o Church only to 
ſoew themſelves, their fine Cloaths, or for 
ſome other End than to do their Duty. 
In treating upon ſeveral Vices, he, to 

make the Ignorant believe him, pre- 
tends in every Concluſion he could 
give many convincing Proofs of the 
Woman's being moſt guilty of thoſe Crimes 
which his own Words prove to be the 
very Sins which reign in his own 
Breaſt. Nay, ſometimes he tells you, 
he will give Inſlances by Thouſands; but 
the only one he gives us all this while 
i5 when he treats upon |Secrecy ; and 
x that 
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chat is how Sampſon was betrayed by 


his Miſtreſs Dalilah; he tells us he is 


\ contented with this one, and ſo he 


thinks all his Readers muſt be fo too. 
Theſe and ſuch like, are what our 


Author calls The Art of knowing Wa- 
men, | 


Bur notwithſtanding all this Gen- 


tleman's Pretenſions to The Art of 


this Knowledge, I think it would be 


better for him to learn to know him- 


ſelt. Tis a true and a principal Vo- 
cation for every Man to employ his 


Thoughts upon himſelf, the moſt ex- 


cellent and divine Counſel, the beſt 
and moſt ꝓrofitable Leſſon of all o- 

thers, is to ſtudy and learn to know 
our ſelves. This is the Highway to 
whatſoever is good, this will prove 
the Fountain and Foundation of all 
Wiſdom. It is as neceſſary for Man 
to learn to know himſelf, as it is na- 
tural unto him to think Nature has 


enjoyn d this Work unto all, and to 
meditate and entertain our Thoughts 


there- 
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therein is a Thing moſt highly com- 
mendable, and above all Things elſe 
to be purſued. Every Thing in the 
World exhorts us to the Knowledge 
of our ſelves. God eternal, and with- 
out Intermiſſion, beholdeth, conſi- 
dereth, and knoweth himſelf. The 
World hath all the Lights thereof con- 
tracted and united within it ſelf, and 
the Eye open to ſee and behold itſelf. 
Whar Folly and Madneſs is it there- 
fore for Man to be careleſs about this 
Knowledge of himſelf, when he pre- 
tends to contain the whole Univerſe ; 
to know all Things, to controul, and 
to judge? Doth he not while he thus 
goeth about to make himſelf skilful 
and a Judge of Nature, prove himſelf 
the greateſt Fool in the World; he 
becomes of all others the moſt beg- 
garly, moſt vain and miſerable, as well 
as the moſt proud and arrogant. Look 
therefore into thy ſelf, ſpare no Pains 
to know thy ſelf; let thy Spirit and 
Will which is elſewhere employ d, be 
reduc'd to thy Self. Do not forget 
| thy 
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thy ſelf, and be bewilder or even loſe 
thy ſelf, in purſuing thou knoweſt not 
what, leaſt thou betray thy ſelf; be 
not ſo ſolicitous in finding out the 
Faults of others, in raking the Sores 
and probing the Wounds of thoſe 
who was never under thy Care; but 
gather thy Self to thy Self, ſhut up 


thy Self within thy Self, and ſearen 


to know and underſtand thy Self. 


By the Knowledge of thy Self thou 
ſhalt arrive ſooner to the Knowledge 
of God, than by any other Means ; 
both becauſe thou ſhalt find in thy 
Self better Helps, and more remark- 
able Footſteps of the Divine Nature, 
than in whatſoever beſides thou canſt 
any way know ; and becauſe thou 
better underſtandeſt and knoweſt 
that which is in thy Self, than in 
another Thing. Know thy Self was 
the Sentence engraven in Letters of 
Gold, over the Porch of the Temple 
of Apollo, which ſignified that he that 


would have Acceſs to that Divinity 


O 
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or Entrance into that Temple, muſt 


firſt know himſelf, and cou'd not 
otherwiſe be acid; 


Without the Knowledg e of himſelf 
no Man can lead a 1 and plea- 
{ant Life, and much leſs can he be- 
come truly wiſe, that is, a Stranger 
to himſell. We may if we pleaſe, 
learn good Inſtructions from our ſelves, 
and if we were not dull Scholars we 
might be well inſtructed in the Book 
bf i our own Conſciences, and would 
we but call to mind, and conſider 
the Exceſs of our Paſlions, and how 
far thoſe Irregularities have carried, 
and ſtill do carry us, we might eali- 
ly be perſuaded of the Deformity of 
them, without the Reaſon that Ari- 
ſlotle or Plato alledges againſt them, 
would we but remember how. e 
we have miſcarried in our Judgments 
and been deceived in our Memories, 
we ſhould learn thereby to truſt them 
no more ; ſhould we but note how 
ofen we have held Opinions, and in 

| ſuch 
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| ſuch fort underſtood Things even as 
to engage our Credit, or the ſatisfy- 
ing our ſelves and others therein, 
and that afterwards Time has con- 
vinced us of our Errors and Miſtakes, 
this would learn us not to depend upon 
our own. Knowledge, and to ſhake off 
thoſe importunate Arrogancies and 
querulous Preſumptions as are ſuch 
Capital Enemies ro Diſcipline and 


Truth. 


No Man can poſſibly amend him- 
ſelf before he knows himſelf, it is the 
very firſt Step to recover Health, to 
acknowledge ones Self ſick, what a 
_ Misfortune mult it then be to think 
all Things go well with us, to con- 
clude we are in Safety, to live in 
Content with our ſelves to ſuch a De- 
gree as to corroborate and redouble our 
Miſery. Nemo in ſe tentat deſcendere : 
No Man endeavours to deſcend 
directly into himſelf, ſays the learn- 
ed Dr. Charon, whereby he further 
© adds, it cometh to paſs that we 
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A 


fall many times to rhe Ground and 
tumble Headlong into the ſame 
Fault, neither perceiving it nor 
knowing what Courſe to betake 
us: We make our ſelves Fools at 
our own Charges. Difficulties in 
in every Thing are not diſcern'd, 
but by thoſe that know them, and 
ſome Degree of Underſtanding is 
neceſſary even in the marking of 
our own Ignorance, we mult knock 
at the Door, to know whether it 
be ſhut 3 for when Men fee them- 
ſelves reſolved and ſatisfied of a 
Thing, and think they ſufficiently 
underſtand it, it is a Token they un- 
derſtand nothing at all; for if we 


knew our ſelves well, we would 


provide far better for our Selves and 
our Affairs, nay, we ſhould be a- 
ſhamed of our Selves and our Eſtate, 
and frame our {elves to be others 
than we are. He that knows not 
his own Infirmities, takes no Care 
ro amend them ; he that is igno- 


rant of his own Wants, takes as lit- 
< re 
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© tle Care to provide for them; he 
« that feels not his own Evils and 
Miſeries, adviſeth not with himſelf 
for Helps, nor ſeeks for Remedy. 


Socrates was accounted one of the 
wiſeſt Men in the World, and why 
was it? Not becauſe his Knowledge 
was more compleat, or his Sufficiency 
greater than all others, but becauſe the 
Knowledge of himſelf was better than 
others. Let us call ro Mind that 
which Truth itſelf ſpake unto thoſe 
which were full of Preſumprion, and 
by Way of Mockery faid unto him, 

Are aue blind alſo ? If ye were blind, 
ſaith he, that is, if ye thought yourſelves 
blind, you ſhould ſee ; but becauſe you think 
you ſee, therefore you are blind; and ſo 
conſequently your Sins remaineth. Which 

Words, I think, import as much as if 
I our Saviour had ſaid, They that are 
bind in their own Opinions, ſee much 
better than you; and notwithſtanding 

you pretend to ſee clearly, you are in 

Truth and Reality no better than fart 

| blind. 
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blind. What a miſerable and calatni- 
tous Thing is it for a Man to make 
himſelf a- Bealt, by forgetting himſelf 
to be a Man? Tis not one valiant 
Act that makes a valiant Man, nor one 
juſt Thing a juſt Man. The Circum- 
ſtances and Source of Occaſions alter 
us very much, and ſometimes a Man 


is provoked to do good by Vice itſelf, 


Some afhrm that the Sentence that 
Chriſt wrote with his Finger in the 

Duſt of the Pavement of the Temple, 
was the ſame that he ſpake at that 
Time concerning the Woman taken 
in Adulgery : He that is innocent, let 
him throw the firſt Stone. Others 
think it was this; Fefiucam in oculo 
cernis trabem in tuo non vides, Thou 
ſeeſt the Mote in thy Brother's Eye, but 
not the Beam in thine own. Whether 
either of theſe Commentators be right in 
their Opinions, or no, it. doth not 
at all belong to my preſent Underta- 
king; and ſince we may learn elſewhere 
in theHoly Scripture, that they were _ 
rea 


* 


RELIGION. 226 
teal Words of our Saviour, it 
ought to be a Check to us from 
prying into others Faults, and ſome- 
times condemning them without any 
Occaſion. Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſf 
the Beam out of thine own Eye, and - 

then thou ſhalt ſee clearly to pull th 
Note out of thy Brother's Eye. Where 
we find Failings in others, we are not 
immediately ro condemn nor deſpiſe 
them, but rather pity and pray for 
chem; and inſtead of accuſing them 
| falſely, we ſhould look into our own - 
Souls, and ſee if there is not Work 
| enough to repair the Ruins that Sin 


N has made there. We ſhould never 
5 think ourſelves better than others, but 
5 ſee that we walk circumſpectly, leſt we 
ſhoald become worſe. They that ſtay 
at Home, ought not to judge thoſe 
r that go to Church; nor do I ſee 
a | any Toleration why we ſhould. 
xt || deem any one worſe than he appears 
do be. We ought not to augment 
c others Sins, to leſſen our own ; nor 


Cc to look into their Infirmities thro' 


al * the 
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the Miſt of Envy, which conſequently 
makes them bigger than they really 
are. Tis a great Misfortune in Sin- 
ners, that they behold their own Sins 
afar off; and we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſc 'ris one Reaſon why the Almighty 
beholdeth them fo. When an Action 
is doubtful, and admits of a good and 
bad Conſtruction, the Wicked will al- 
Ways take them in the worſt Senſe; 
and whenever he meets with an ambi— 
guous Text, he is ſure to make a bad 
Comment upon it. When Chriſt 
converſed with Zacheus, tho' not for 
Communion with him in his Sins, 
bur for the. Converſion of his Soul, 
he was immediately cry'd up for a 
Mine- bibber, a Glutton, and a Friend of 
Publicans and Sinners. St. John came 
neither eating nor drinking, therefore 
they ſay, he hath a Devil. We find that 
our Saviour, andthe great Apoſtle St. 
John, were equally cenſur d by vain 
and wicked Men; and what then need 
we wonder at this bantering Hero's 
treating the religious Ladies in the ſame 


Man- 
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Manner, when, modeſtly ſpeaking, 


bis own Writings will put him on the 


ſame Footing with the Seribes and 
Phariſees, tho not, perhaps, for ma- 
king long Prayers; for it doth not ap- 
pear that he ever made any; yet by 


truſting in his own Righteouſneſs, and 
1 others: But 1 have no Buſi- 


neſs to rake in his Faults, but rather 


wiſh it were in my Power to admoniſh 


him, leſt the very Dogs, who licked the 
Sores of honeſt Lazarus, ſhould rite up 


an Judgment againſt him; not only 


for his rubbing and fretting thoſe of 
the godly Women, bur for making 


Blemiſhes and Spots, where there doth 


not appear to be any in reality. 


In ſhort, I cannot conceive what 


Religion this Gentleman is of; for he 


ſeems to find fault with both the 
Church of Rome, the Church of Eng- 


land, and thoſe that diſſent from it; 


inſomuch that he ſpares neither Clergy 
nor Laiety; but I am afraid he is like 
a great many other Men which are 


WE 2 too 
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too full of themſelves, and out of Self- 
conceit, refuſe the Advice of others, 
and ſo bewray their own Pride and 
Folly. Quintilian ſpeaks of ſome that 
might have been excellent Scholars, if 
they had not thought themſelves fo 
already; and I with it were leſs. true 
in ſome who might prove good Chriſ- 
tians, did they not think themſelves 
good enough already. P35 
The two grand Ends of Religion 

are the Honour of God, together with 
the Future Felicity of Man ; and of 
this Religion one may write with the 
greateſt Confidence and Innocency. 
The Commonality ought to value it 
as Silver, the Nobility ſhould prize it 
as the Gold of Ophir ; and that Majeſty 
ſhould eſteem it above the Topaz of | 
Ethiopia. David ſeems to be very ap- 
0527 27 of this, when he expreſſes 

imſelf in the following Words: One 
thing have I defired of the Lord, that 
will I ſeek after, that I may dwell inthe 
Honſe of the Lord,jall the Days of my Life, 

to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to en- 


uire 
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quire into his Temple, Pal. xxvii. 4. By 
which we may lcarn he prefers this 
one Thing among many Things; this 
one Thing before many Things; and 
this one Thing above all Things, 


which conſider d, what a great Shame 
is it that it ſhould be ſo ſlighted as it 


ſeems to be by the Generality of Men? 
It was the Requeſt of St. Paul, that 
Women might learn of their Husbands; 
but I am afraid many of us Men are 
in ſuch a State of Ignorance, that we 
have more Occaſion to learn of the 


Woman. What a Shame is it that 


we ſhould not frequent the. Houſe of 
God more than we do? And what 
will become of us, if we neglett ſuch 
Means of Salvation, as is offer'd daily 
unto us? Some will ſay, they have 


other Buſineſs to employ themſelves 


in, and that their own Trades isenough 


to take up all their Thoughts : Bur 


though they may be allow'd to follow 


them fix Days, can they not dedicate 


the ſeventh to the Service of their 
Lord? Let them conſider, this is the 


23 Sab- 
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Sabbath, the very Day the Lord has 
made for himſelf, and which he expects 
they ſhould, in a peculiar Manner, fer 
apart for his Service. Has he given 
us fix Days for our own Occaſions, 
and reſerved but one to himſelf; how 
then dare we deprive him thireof2 
Or, how can we refuſe to ſerve him 
therein? Every Day ſhould be a reſt- 
ing from Sin, but more particularly 
this Day, on which he roſe from the 
Dead, that died for our Sins; and 
therefore to continue in our Sin, is 
to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to keep 
our riſen Saviour in his Grave ſtill, 
See what the Learned Dr. Patrick lays 
on che like Occaſion. 


© Chriff was not ſo much troubled 

* to dye as he is to ſee us live in Sin. 
c And therefore have a Care what 
thou doſt, unleſs thou wilt be worſe 
than a Jew, and wound him more 

than he did who lanced his Side, 
and be a greater and more danger- 
ous Enemy to him, than they chat 
COM 
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complotted his Death. And con- 
« ſider, if Sin be ſo diſpleaſing to 
e him, that he will rather ſuffer any 
© Torment than it ſhould live. How 
© can'{t thou think he will bear with 
© thee, if thou neglect ſerving him in his 
© own Houſe? The Devil will tell 
us God requires no ſuch Strictneſs 
from us, and our own Corruption 
will perſuade us that this Colts will 
dull our Spirits too much, and 
make our Lives uncomfortable 3 
but theſe are Deluſions, which will 
certainly, betray us into greater Mil- 
chiefs, for as there are Degrees of 
Pollution, ſo there are of Sanctifi- 
cation. © Prayer, ſays the Author [ 
© mentioned before, makes a Chriſ- 

© tian live Holy, and a holy Life 

© makes us fit to Pray fervently. And 
both the one and the other are not 

* only Parts of our Duty, which God 

© commands, but Inſtruments and 
© Helps to do our Duty.” And in- 
deed all God's commands have ſuch 
an Affinity with each other, we can 


Q 4  learce 
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ſcarce perform one Duty but it leads u 
into the Way of another. If Men would 
but go to Church every Sunday for 
one Month, and after that another, 
and to that go out rhe third, who 
knows, but in a little Time, there 
might be more of them. ſeen at the 
Sacrament than appears there now, 
the abſtaining from which makes them, 
I am afraid, negligenc in ſeveral o- 
ther Duties, as the Negligencies of 
other Duties makes them abſtain from 
the Table of the Lord; for I am 
perſuaded, was a Man to do his Du- 
ty in other Reſpects, he need not be 
ſo backwards in coming to this ho- 
ly Table; but leaſt I ſhould ſay too 
much upon this particular Branch of 
Duty, which is more properly the 
Buſineſs of a Divine, than a Man of 
my weak Underſtanding, I ſhall only 
offer two or three Sentences in the 
Exhortation in the Communion Ser- 
vice, appointed by our Church; and 
I ſhall only make choice of thoſe which 
are molt inviting, as being moſt ſuit- 
5 able 


RELIGION. 2.38 


able to my preſent Purpoſe, in this 
Exhortation for our Encouragement. 
The Benefit is great, if we with a true 
penitent Heart, and lively Faith, re- 
ceive that holy Sacrament; for then 
we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, 
and drink his Blood: We dwell in 
Chriſt, and Cbriſt in us; we are One. 
wich Chriſt, and Chriſt wich u A. 
penitent Heart, and lively Faith, is 
all that is here required; and whoever, 
ſticks at that, may as well almoſt aban-.. 
don all Ads, of Worſhip, whether in 
Publick, or Private. | 


But . us obſerve another i inviting, 
Sentence, which is this: Repent you 
truly for your Sins paſt; have a lively 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Sa- 
viour ; amend your Lives, and be i in 
perfect Charity; and ſo ſhall you be 


meet Partakers of choſe holy Myſteries. a 


* why ſhould I pretend to draw 
Men to this Duty, w * it is out of 
the Power of the moſt eminent Di- 

vines? 2 


* 
YO gens, — > — 
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vines? Has not the Author of The 
Whole Duty of Man, plainly demonſtra- 
ted, not only the Uſefulneſs of the 
Duty of Communicating, bur alſo gi- 
ven Inſtructions how to prepare our- 
ſelves for it? Has not the learned Dr. 
Kertlewell, in his Help and Exhortation 
fo worthy Communicants, made it appear, 
that the Neglect of the Sacrament is a 
damning Sin. Have we not the 


Works of Dr. Patrick moſt ſtrenuouſly = 


preſſing us to this great and impor- 
tant Duty? And not to mention the 
pious Biſhop Beweridge, as well as 
many other learned Diyines, does not 
our Saviour himſelf invite us to his 
holy Table? And tells us, Except 
wwe eat his Fleſh, and drink his Blood, 
wwe haveno Life in us. If you love me, 
ſaith he, you will keep my Commandments. 
And indeed, to what Purpoſe is it to call 
any one Lord and Maſter, and pay no 
Homage to him? If our Saviour is a 
King, where is his Honour? And if. 
he is a Lord, where is his Fear? 1 | 

| 7” "me 
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he is a Saviour, where are all his 
Friends for whom he died > Or what 
Idea's are in their Heads, that they 
forget the Lord that bought them 
wit, no leſs Price than his own Heart's 
Blood? 


Tou are my Friends, ſays he, if you 

do whatſoever I command you, Con- 
ſider this, O vain and unthinking 
Man! Weigh thoſe with many other 
Threats and Promiſes, and think what 
will be the Event, if thou negleCteſt 
ſuch an Opportunity of working our 
thy own Salvation. So manifeſtly 
evident was the Love of our bleſſed 
Saviour, in Woman, it ſeems to me 
out of all manner of Diſpute 3 but [ 
deſire no one to believe it upon my 


Report. 


Not to mention any more the Com- 
paſſion they ſhewed before his Con- 
viction and Execution, let us ſee how 
they behaved themſelves with the 

TER 1 ſtrong- 


226 RELIGION. 
ſtrongeſt Argument, nay, even to a 
Demonſtration, in relation to his Re- 
ſurrection. And to put this Matter 
out of all diſpute, let us look into 
the 2oth Chapter of St. John's Goſ- 
pel, and the firſt Verſe, The firft Day 
of the Week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the 
Sepulchre, and ſeeth the Stone taken a- 
way from the Sepulchre. You ſee here 
a true Emblem of Female Love. The 
Deſire ſhe has to ſhew it, makes her riſe 
before break of Day, to go and wait at 
the Sepulchre with Tears in her Eyes. The 
two Angels asked her, why ſhe wept. © 
She an ſcwer d, Becauſe they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him. Next our Saviour 
himſelf faith unto her, Woman, why 
weepeſt thou © She not knowing him, 
but ſuppoſing him to be the Gardener, 
only deſired, that if he was carried 
thence, ſhe might knqw where he was 
laid, that ſhe might take him away. 
Jeſus ſaith unto her, Mary! Sheturned 
herſelf unto him, and ſaith, Rabboni; 
15 which 
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which is to ſay, Maſter. Telus forbids 
her to touch him, and gives a Reaſon 
for it; but commands her to go to his 
Brethren, and let them know he was 
to aſcend unto the Father. All which 
is to be ſeen from the 1 ith to the 
19th Verſe of the twentieth Chapter 
of St. John's Goſpel. + | 


Nothing could ſtop thoſe Women 
from attending and ſearching for their 
Lord: They would ſee what was be- 
come of their Saviour, notwithſtand- 
ing the Earthquake, which made the 
Keepers ſhake, and become as dead 
Men, Mat. xxviii. 2. 34, 35. And 
as Women were in thoſe Days, ſo I 
think, or at leaſt, ſo J hope they are 
now. Who do we find attend his 
Ordinances ſo frequently as the Wo- 
men? May I not venture to fay, 
there are at leaſt five Women to a 

Man, every Lord's Day in the Houſe 
of God; and does there want Demon- 
ſtrations of five more at the holy Sa- 
crament? Men, and eſpecially Gen- 
1 tlemen, 
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tlemen, will follow the Ladies any 
where but where they ſhould. They 
will follow them to Balls, Plays, and 
Maſquerades; but why they are fo 
ſeldom at the Table of the Lord, 1 
know not. I dare fay they would ſee 
as fine Ladies there asatany of the other 
Places. But fear not, ſays the Angel 
to the Virgin Mary, thou haſt found Fa- 
our of. the Lord. Fear not, ſaith the 
Angel to Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary: I know who you ſeek, 
Jeſus that was crucified, And what 
need any one fear, while ſhe ſeeks the 
Lord of Life, when ſhe knows he is 
riſen : It would be a great Encou- 
ragement to Piety, if there were more 
Practiſers than there really are; but 
for the Encouragement of thoſe thar 
follow our Saviour, he has ſent them 
Angels over and again, to ſupport 
their Weakneſs and Imbecility : And 
tho choſe: Miracles are now ceaſed, yet 
have we not his own Miniſters, as 
well as his own Word, to aſſure us, 
that none can Harm us, if we were 
5 PFollow- 
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Followers of that which is good; and 
that they that love the Lord, ſhall 
lack no Manner of Thing that is 
good ; and that he who gave his only 
| begotten Son, will freely with him 
give us all Things, | b 


CHAP, IX. 
Of her MAR RIA G E. 


TER the Almighty had 
a my'— created Man, he conſi- 
er d it was not fit for him 
co be alone, and therefore 
he thought good to make him a Help- 
meet, or a Companion ; and this he 
did not only that they might increaſe 
and multiply, and propagate their 
Species, but alſo that they might be 
helpful to each other, and ſolace them- 
ſelves with each other in their moſt 
ſolitary Retirements : From which we 
may learn, that Marriage had its Ori- 
ginal from Divine Inſtitution ; and 
not- 
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notwithſtanding the great Fall they 
had not long after, yet does not the 

Inſtitution a eee as ſacred as ever > It 

cannot be denied but by them we are 

all original Sinners; neither does it 
ſeem improbable that we are alſo Suf- 
ferers ; but all this diſannuls not the 
boly Inſtitution. It does not appear 
chat che ; Cunſe was upon the Matri- 
mony, barche Offenders, who brought 
it 1 themſelves thro' their own 

Diſobedience. The Price of a virtu- 
ons Woman, we know 7s above. Ru- 
bier; and if we will believe the Wiſ⸗ 

dom of Solomon, he tells us, Whoſo find- 

eth a Wife, findeth à good Thing, and 
obtaineth Favour of the Lord, Prov. 

xVili. 22. . Marriage is honourable in 

all, and the Bed undefiled, Heb. viii. 4. 

The Apoſtle here declares, that it is 

honourable, and we need not doubt its 

being leſs happy. St. Paul tells us in 
another Place, That he that marries does 
well; but then he adds, he that mar- 
rieth not, does -better. How any one 
can do better than well in this World, 


tlemen do. 
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it is beyond my finite Comprehen- 


ſion; but whoſo marrieth, muſt marry 


for better or worſe; and as it is very 


poſſible they may do well, ſo tis very 
probable ſome who marry not, inſtead 
of doing better, do much worſe. Not 
that I pretend to confute the great 
Apoſtle, when he ſays, they that marry 


not do better: For doubtleſs there are 
| ſome, who for very good Reaſons ne- 


ver marry, and do better by abſtain- 
ing from it; but then there are others 
who do much worſe. For, as he him- 


ſelf ſays, it is better to marry than 


burn; and I may add, better to marry 


thancommit Adultery with our Neigh- 
bour's Wife ; and better to marry than 


to go about and to delude poor inno- 


cent Girls, as too many young Gen- 


Theſe Truths, I think, are mani- 
feſtly evident, and ſeem to be as plain 
as Revelation can make them, or fi- 
nite Reaſon can comprehend. I ſhall 
not pretend to comment upon what 


the 
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the great Apoſtle faith in relation to 


the Clergy on this Account; and how- 
ever the Church of Rome and ours differ 


about it, I ſhall not trouble my Rea- 


der with it. Let it ſuffice, that we 
were brought forth to live in Human 
Society; And, as the learned Mr. 


I 
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Dykes obſerves, not alone, nor ſolita- 
rily; not promiſcuoully, like brute 
Beaſts, Male and Female, but far 
above their Perfection, in lawful 
Wedlock; which is the Seminary 
and Perfection of all other Societies 
in the Communion of Life between 
Man and Woman. God himſelf 
was the Author of Marriage; and his 
Glory ought to be the great End 
of it, for our own Good, Welfare, 
and Advantage. Thus he Peopled 
the World by his Wiſdom and Power, 
and every Creature that hatha Mouth 
or Tongue, ought to praiſe his frees 
Creator for it. Let every T ing 
that hath Breath, praiſe the Lord. 


We Rationals, above all others, are 


© bound to praiſe him, for his in- 


R 2 finite 


244 MARRIAGE. 

© finite Goodneſs and Mercy; and 
more eſpecially for his inſtituting 
© and ordaining Marriage. hes 


But, after all this, we find a great 
many ſo far from being thankful for 
it, that they are become Enemies to 
it; nay, ſo profligate are ſome of our 
Marriage-haters, that they endeavour, 
notwithſtanding the Almighty's or- 
daining it for a Bleſſing, to prove it a 
Curſe. Of this Opinion were many 
of the antient Philoſophers. Thus 
argues Metellus, he ſhould loſe his 
Liberty by marrying; and concludes, 
rather to be his own Maſter, than his 
Wife's Man: As if he had not Phi- 
loſophy enough to be Lord of him- 
ſelf, tho his Wife proved never fo 
perverſe. Pythagoras being invited to 
the Marriage of a Friend, deſired to 
be excuſed, becauſe he was not wil- 
ling to go to ſuch a Feaſt, or ſuch a 
Funeral. As if to marry a Wife was 
to marry a Coffin; or to put on our 
Grave cloaths before we are dead. 
5 5 Secun- 
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Secundus tells lus, a Wife is the 
contrary of her Husband. Bur all 
theſe proceed from not knowing the 
myſtical Union of Marriage. 


Theſe, and ſeveral others of the like 
Nature, were the whimſical Opinions 
and Crotchets of ſome of the antient 
Philolophers; who were Batchelors, 
perhaps, only becauſe no Woman 
would be married to them for their 
Moroſeneſs. But we have a looſe 
Sort of Gentry among us, in our own 
Age, who live upon the Common; 
and either they can get no virtuous 
Women to marry them for their Wild- 
neſs and Extravagancies, as well as 
Debauchery; or _—_ are afraid of an 
imaginary Care, Confinement, Cuc- 
koldom, or ſuch like; the laſt of which 
I leaſt wonder at, when they conſider 
their own Guilt. Theſe looſe and 
diſſolute Livers call Marriage a Bed of 
Roſes among Thorns ; and leſt they 
ſhould prick their Fingers, they will 
have no Hand in it. They have 
rf. Ns ,.... 
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ſtrange Idea's of the moſt tempeſtuous 
Storms of Hail, but never conſider 
the ſoft Breezes of a {weet and falu- 
brious Rain. And indeed, theſe Liber- 
tines, who ſpend their Time with 
looſe and incontinent Women, have 
ſome Reaſon to dread a Marriage-Starte, 
not only from the Behaviour of thoſe 
Women they converſe with, but from 
their own alſo; for a guilty Con- 
ſcience generally condemns others as 
well as accuſes itſelf. Beſides, rhoſe 
Women who live upon ſuch Men, en- 
deavour to perſuade them, that all their 
Sex are guilty of the fame as them- 
ſelves, only they carry it on in a more 
private Manner; and to corroborate 
their Aſſertion, 'tis poſſible they find 
ſome Inſtances which prove it by a 
Demonſtration ; on which Account 
they bring their Cullies to think as they 
do: Bur this, I preſume, is a very miſ- 
taken Notion ; and were thoſe Gen- 
tlemen to frequent the Converſation | 
of virtuous Ladies, they would find it 
as hard to believe, or imagine there 
1 were 


9 
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were any ſuch fiotorious Female Wretches 


as the Company they have made choice 
ol daily convinces them there are, 


Too give a Narrative of looſe Wo- 
men, would not at all be ſuitable to 
my Undertaking, my Intent being ra- 
ther to celebrate the Praiſes of the Vir- 
tuous; and, as I hope the generality 
of my Readers will be ſuch, I have 
endeavour d to adapt this Treatiſe 
moſt to their virtuous Inclinations. 


But to be more Particular in rela- 
tion -to the Marriage-haters : They 
dread the Thoughts of a Wife, becauſe 
they have a proverbial Saying, That 
Women and Ships, tho never ſo well 
rigg'd, flill want ſomething : But they 
little conſider how they deceive them- 
ſelves in this Point; and if they will 
ſuppoſe a Ship in the Senſe it ought 
to be taken, or as it is in a better 
| Proverb than that Saying of theirs, 

they will find it quite contrary to 
what they repreſent it. Look in- 
8 R 4ͤ 
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to the 3 1ſt Chapter and 14th Verſe 
of the Proverbs of Solomon, and you 
will find her compared to a Merchant- 
ſhip, and that ſbe brings ber Food from 
far. And I believe there are few Mere 
chants grudge their Ships Rigging; or 
if they do, they ill deſerve them; and 
the like may be ſaid of thoſe that 
grudge their Wives Cloathing. Se- 
veral other Excuſes are made by thoſe 
who are averſe to this honourable con- 
jugal State of Life: Some are afraid 
of Scolding; ſome of their Pride and 
Arrogancy; ſome, with juſt Reaſon, 
of cheir Jealouſy; and others, of their 
Diſcontentedneſs. Some, I ſay, are, 
or at leaſt pretend to be afraid of thele, 
and the like Diſaſters falling upon 
them; bur they are only vain Chime- 
ra's of their own making; and ſuch 
as none but the unmarried, imperfect 
Men, which are but Half themſelves, 
for want of a Help meet, could ever 
had an Idea of. And thoſe that re- 
frain Marriage upon ſuch Accounts, 
generally fall into a Way more deſtruc- 


tive 
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tive in its Community. But to make 

their own Cauſe as clear as they can, 
they pick out all the calumnious Ex- 
preſſions againſt the Fair Sex that 
Authors will afford them. 
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Opinions abovemention d, when he 
is married ro a Woman quite con- 
trary to ſuch as thoſe whom theſe 
Heroes have been obſerving? Need 
any Man be jealous of a Woman that 
is. chaſte 2 Need any one be afraid of 
Scolding, that hath a diſcreet and 
peaceable Wife ? Need any one fear 
an exceſſive Expence, whoſe Wife is 
endow'd with Frugality > May not 
any Man BE an entire Confidence 
in ſuch a faithful and virtuous Wife ? 
in ſuch a valuable, indearing Spouſe ? 
Need he be debarrd\from either his 
lawful Pleaſures and Diverſions abroad, 
much leſs to attend his publick Buſi- 
neſs of greater Concern, when he is 
confident all Things will be regulated 
and improved to iis Advantage at 
Home; where there is no room for 
either Solitude, Diffidence, or Diſtruſt 
of her Diligence and Faithfulneſs; 
nor any Cauſe of lying under Tempta- 
tions either of relieving his Neceſſi- 

ties, ſupplying his Wants, or falſely 
co inrich his own Eſtate, There's no 

1 x: need 
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need to queſtion the Integrity of ſo 
virtuous a Woman. And, as a ce- 

© lebrated Author fays on this Oc- | 
© calion, ſhe cannot in Conſcience 
_ © falſify her Marriage-Vow, nor play 
« faſt and looſe with that ſolemn 
and facred Obligation. Never, 
fear, ſhe will never deſpoil you 
© of your Goods of Fortune, wrong 
your Nuptial Bed, nor leſſen your 
c Character. She knows no Rob- 
_ © bery, but that innocent one of ſteal- 
ing into your Affections, and ma- 
© king you the Felon of her own 
% 


Now, what Fidelity, Juſtice, ſin- 
cere Love and Comfort, may not a 
Man expect from the Fruition of ſuch 
a virtuous Woman, as I am now re- 
_ preſenting > Here is no Room for 
lip 3 no Occaſion to doubt of 
er Inſincerity; no Want of Suc- 
cour, or Subſiſtence with this unpa- 
rallel'd Lady. In one Word, ſhe will 
make you as happy as your Heart can 
"Om" wiſh 
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with in this World; and not only 
ſo, but, in a great Meaſure, intitle 
you to an eternal Happineſs and Frui- 
tion of Bleſſings in the World to 


7 


come. 


What has been obſerved on this 
e might, one would think, 
be ſufficient to confute all the Ob- 
jections of our modern Marriage ha- 


. . 


ters, which hey borrow from ſome 


Moroſe and melancholy Notions of 
the unſociable. Antients, Among many 
of their ridiculous Objections, I ſhall 
only trouble my fair and courteous 
Reader with Two, which are as falſe 
and ridiculous as any of the reſt. 
Heſiod ſays, He that truſts a Woman, is 
as ſafe as he that hangs by the Leaves 
of. @ Tree in Autumn, when they begin 
Zo fall. And there is another Story, 
no leſs fooliſh, tho more prophane ; 
and that is, of a ſtupid Fellow, who 
hearing che Scripture hurleſqued, chat 
1 whoſe ae ver would be ſeved, muſt hear his 


Croſß, ran ro. his Wife, took her up, 


. 
\ fd 


® 


and 


- Conceits of | thoſe 


MARRNITIAOE. 263 


Haid her a- croſs his Shoulders. Theſe, 


and a great 'many more, were che 


Baff bonc, that 
knew nothing of the Felicities of Ma- 


trimony; or elſe ſuch às reſented their 
Injuries, or repented their Misfortuies 


in their Marriages. Plutarch, Plarb, 
Socrates, Ariſtotle, and Sentca, were 


All married, if we belive Hiſtory, atid 


made as excellent Uſe of their Mar- 
riagesas their Morals; which redoumded 


very much to the everlaſting Praiſe of 


their Philsfophy. 


Bo Marriage, faith the Jari Mr. | 
© Dykes, was firſt conſecrated in Hea- 
© ven, foletnnized in Paradiſe, and 
8 conſummated i in Innocency. Can 
© any Thing be fuller of Holinefs, 
< or Happindls ; of Equity, or Juſ- 
© tice ; of good Converſation, or So- 
c ciety; of Love, Content, or Cot 
C Golem" Can any State of Life be 
© leſs folirary, or Jeſs 'unplealatit? : 


God himfelf plainly declared, it "vas 


not good for Man to be e Does 
not 
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not the Holy Spirit of God dignify 

Marriage by the Month of his Pro- 
phet, with no leſs than the Similitude 
and Repreſentation of his ſacred Unity 
with his Church? Was not the Wed- 
ding Feaſt honour d with the firſt Mi- 
| _ racle our bleſſed Saviour wrought in 
the World 2 What more then can be 
faid, to ſhew how great is the Dignity 
and Pre-eminence, as well asthe'Pre- 


rogative of lawful Marriage ? 


Can there be any Comfort or Con- 
ſolation like that of a Second-Self, in 
humane Society? Muſt not thè En- 
joyment be great, to have a faithful 
Partner, and true Friend, either in Po- 
verty, or a flouriſhing Condition? 
If thou art rich, a virtuous Wife will 
increaſe thy Store; if poor, ſhe will 
inrich thee ; if thou art ſick, ſhe will 
be thy Nurſe; if hungry, ſhe will do 
her Endeavour to nouriſh thee; if per- 
ſecuted, ſhe will comfort thee in thy 
Confinement: Thou wilt have aſweer 
Companion of her; if thou art me- 

lan- 
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lancholy, ſhe will divertthee, and afford 
thee ſufficient Satisfaction when ſolitary. 
Doth thy Buſmeſs cauſe thee to go abroad? 
thou art ſure thou haſt a faithful Houſe- 

keeper at Home. It would be end- 
leſs to recount all the Benefits of an 
advantageous Marriage. Doth not a 
Man increaſe his Friends by it? Are 
not Enemies reconciled by it? And 
doth not injur d Kings, ſometimes, 
recover their Rights by it, as well as 
Peace procur d between great Empe- 
rors, Monarchs, and Sovereign Prin- 
ces? Theſe, and many more, are the 
vaſt Advantages of Marriage. Nor 
can any Language 3 the Be- 
nefits that accrue to a happy conju- 

gal State. It is very probable a Man 
may find a virtuous Wife; but tis 
hardly poſſible to give her due Praiſes 
and of all Difficulties this is the great- 
eſt. 22 | 


I have conſider d her in every Cir- 
cumſtance of Life, and nothing is now 
wanting, but to render her Praiſe for 


the 
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the wonderful Productions of her Un- 


derſtanding, the curious Operations of 
her Hands, and the Practice of her 
well · ſpent Life. It would leflen her 
Character for me to pretend to extol 


2 Lady's Virtue to the full Value of 


her Merits; and my feeble Eloquence 
is altogether inſufficient to give her 4 


. thouſandth Part of her Praiſe. What 


then is to be done inthis Caſe? Why, 
let every one praiſe her according to 
his Ability; and let \Poets, Orators, 
and Hifforians, Men of all Arts and 


Sciences, of all Ranks and Degrees, 


from the Court to the Plow-Tail, be- 
come her Encomiaſts. And though 
we could raiſe as many Popes and Dry- 
dens, as there are Drops of Water in 


the Sea, and as many Henleys as there 
are Sands upon the Shoar; and all 


theſe, and ten Times more, ſhould. 


not ceaſe to advance her Praiſes, 


yet they would be ſtill leſs than her 
almoſt Divine Virtue merits; and 
would only be magnifying her ſuper- 


lative Character into a Diminution of 


It. 
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it. Prophecy and Inſpiration can only 
reach the Height of this tranſcendently | 
glorious Topick ; and all that I, or 
any Man elle. can fay, will only be, 
as Ijuſt now obſerved, falling infinitely 
ſhort of what ſhe deſerves. 


But notwithſtanding all, or moſt 
of Men ſhould be either ſilent in her 
Praiſe, or induſtrious in their Satyrs a- 
gainſt her, yet her own Works will 
{till praiſe her, and not only pronounce 
her ineſtimable Endowments, bur alſo 
conderan the Ingratitude of thoſe who 
ought to adore her. They will pro- 
mote: her private Intereſt, arid pub- 
lick Reputation. They will ſet forth 
her growing Fame in this World, far 
beyondany other Proclamations: Nay, 
which is more (till, they will publiſh her 
good Name at the very Gates of Glory. 


Many good Obſervations may be 
drawn from the ſingular Acts of a Ho- 
man : It was the Compaſſion of 
omen that preſerv d the Lives of many 
2 8 a male 
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a male Child, commanded to be ſlain 
by Pharaoh King of Egypt. It was 
thro' the tender Compaſſion of his 
own Daughter, that Moſes eſcaped 
being drowned. It was the Charity 
of the poor Widow in the Goſpel, 
that occaſion d her to give the laſt Far- 
thing to the Treaſury. It was a good 
Act, if we will believe our bleſſed 
Saviour, when the Woman anointed 
his Feet. I never heard of a Woman 
that conſpired to take away the Life 
of our bleſſed Saviour. Pilates Wife 
took all imaginable Care, as far as lay 
in her Power, to ſave it. Several Wo- 
men follow d the Lamb of God to the 
Place of Execution, with ſorrowful 
Weeping; but who ever read of any 
that lifted up their Heel againſt him ? 
_ Chriſt's firſt inconceivable Deſcent 
was into the Womb of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and he ſtill loves to dwell with 
pure and virgin Hearts : Fear mot, 
faith the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin 
Mary, thou art highly favour'd of the 
Lord. A learned Author obſerves, God 
may 
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may be praiſed for Mary, who made 
her the inſtrument of the coming of 
Chriſt into the World, And the 
Church of Rome is fo far from for- 
getting her, that I think they commir 


Idolatry by giving her the Name of 


Mediatrix, Salvatrix, She | Saviour, 
Queen of Heaven, Queen of Mercy, The 
only Hope of the Miſerable ; with ſeve- 
ral other idolatrous Expreſſions, or | 
Names, which I would not be thought 
to incourage my Readers to aſcribe 
unto her. But however, the Spirir 
did, as it were, caſt a Cloud over her, 
which may give a Check to Mortals 
from making too curious an Inqui; 
ſition into - 4 Myſtery of the Incar- 
nation. 


Whoever read of a Woman that 

denied the God that made her? Was 
not the Women's Faith and Love plainly 
demonſtrated, by their Attendance at our 
Saviour's Sepulchre before it was Day, 
with Tears in their Eyes 2 I think, if we 
lock into the laſt Chapter of St. Mark, 
: > and 
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and compare it with the 2 8th of St. Mats 
thew, and the 18th of St. John, we 
may find Reaſon to believe thoſe Vo- 
men's Faith was preferable to the very 
Apoſtles themſelves. But I will not 
pretend to define thoſe Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, but rather leave it to the 
Divines better Judgment. But be that 
as it will, great was their Obedi- 
ence, and without doubt, great will be 
their Reward. Fear not, faith the 
Angel to Mary Magdalen, I know thou 
 ſeekeft Jeſus, but he is riſen. Nor no 
Woman need fear all the ſatyrical, erro- 
neous, or diabolical Tongues, if they 
are able to drink of the Cup that our 
Saviour has drank of. And they may 
take it upon God's own Word, none 
thall harm them if chey are Followers 
of that which is good, 


The Greek Poets, as the leatned 
Mr. Dykes obſerves, have been very 
copious in their Allegoties concerning 
vicious Women, and I think too ſaty- 
rical, when they compare them to ſuch 

3 | odious 
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odions Creatures as would be unfit 
to name in this Place. - Bur then, as 
my Author again obſerves, they fancied 
another Sort of Women, and could 
not forbear © commending the vir- 
tuous Ladies; declaring he was hap- 

py that married a „/e, like a* Bee, 
© whom they molt excellently deſcribed 
© with the moſt amiable Characters, 
for her Beauty, Sweetneſs, Labour, 
© Modeſty, and divine Grace. 


— 


A 


And it farther appears by the Au- 
chor's recommending us ro the 2d 
Chapter and 15th Verſe of St. Paul's 
Fpille to Timothy, that ſhe was in a 
Way of Salvation by the Apoſtle's 
own Words; that is, © She fould be 
© ſaved in Child-bearing, if ſhe continued 
cin Faith and Charity, and Holineſs, 
with Sobriety : For by Faith ſhe ac- 
knowledges the true eternal God, 
both in Trinity and Unity; glories 
in her Creator, confides in her Re-- 
deemer, and rejoices in her Com- 
forter. That is, firmly believes in 
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the Old and New Je ſlament, and ac- 
cordingly practiſes all the Duties of 
Morality and Religion. From hence 
ariſesher divine Love of God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, eſſen- 
tially one and the ſame, myſteri- 
ouſly, and ſignalized only in Time, 
or rather perſonalized by thoſe diſ- 
tinct Offices of Creation, Redemp- 
tion, and Sanctification of the World, 
which ſeem to unvail the / Myſte- 

a little, for our better Belief 
and Underſtanding, or Edification. 
But, in ſhort, ſhe entirely acquieſces 
in ſuch incomprehenſible Arcana's of 
Heaven; without any farther deſ1yn- 
ing Enquiries, diminiſhing Curioſi- 
ties, or deſtructive Modus's of hu- 
man, Invention.” Hence proceeds 


her admirable Chaſiity, Hence ſhe de- 
rives her great and moſt remarkable 
Prudence, Iemperance, and Sobriety. 


Hence flow, as from an original Foun- 
tain of Love, her great Kinaneſs to her 


Husband, her profound Charity to her 


N. eighe 
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Neighbours, as well as her faithful 
Juſtice to the whole World. 1 


This is the true Deſcription of a 
perfect Woman of Probity, 4 ife of ce- 
lebrated Virtue ; a Lady of conſummate 
Love, worthy of a Diadem, worthy 
of a King, of a Solomon in Wedlock 
in all his Glory : Nay, and which is 
ſtill more, ſhe is worthy of Glory far 
more tranſcendent than this World can 
beſtow on her, namely, of the everlaſt- 
ing Glory in the World to come. Who 
then can forbear chanting forth her 
Praiſe, though ever ſo unequal, or in- 
ſufficient for her Merit, Let all Ra- 
tionals praile her; and let all Irrationals 
become Rationals for her Sake. 


But why ſhould I pretend to ſay 
more? Tis impoſſible to ſay a thou- 
ſandth Part of what ſhe deſerves; and 
her ſuperlative Character is ſo far from 
being praiſed, according to its Deſert, 

that it is rather diminiſhed thereby, as 


1 obſerved before; and therefore let 
| S1 this 
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this be the Concluſion of all terreſ- 
trial Things : And let her reciprocal 
Virtue, ſhe has hitherto practiſed, ac- 
cording to the ſacred Rules of W1/- 
dom, bring her at laſt to a happy Eter- 
nity of Joy; where her Peace ſhall be 
unalterable, her Happineſs ſhall be in- 
expreſſible, and her Praiſes ſhall be 
ſer forth to their full Perfection, with 
Divine Acclamations of Joy for ever- 
more. 
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AGE 4, Line 5, read Terreſtrial. P. 16, 

I. 8, r. ſuch Luft re. P. 29, I. I. for con- 
tines, r. contrives. P. 40, Il. 14, r. Bulwarks. 
P. 57, l. 4, r. and daily Proviſion. P. 74, l. 
17, for and, r. or. P. go, |. 3, omit even the. 
, 1. 16, for axd, r. but.. P. 115, 1. 1, 
for alleviated, r. elevated. P. 128, 1. 7, omit 
perhaps. P. 129, 1. 22, inſtead of for, r. from. 
P. 134, I. 2, for Miniſters; r. Midwives. P. 
197, I. 20, for who ſuffers no Evil to go un- 
puniſh'd through his ſpecial Grace and Favour, 
read, who ſuffers no Evil to go unpuniſh'd through 
his Juſtice, nor no Good unrewarded through his 
ſpecial Grace and Favour. P. 198, 1. 10, for 
after, r. after Death. P. 20r, l. 21, for Youth, 
r. Youths, P. 176, l. 24, for their, r. bis. P. 
191, l. 1, omit than. P. 224, I. 24. inſtead 
of, and r. for. P. 226, l. 10. for them, r. it. 


